
INTRODUCTION 

 

“Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure 

myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so 

much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet 

calamus two hundred and fifty shekels. And of cassia five 

hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of 

oil olive an hin: and thou shalt make it an oil of holy 

ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the 

apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil” (Ex 30 vs.23-

25). 
 

The entire Old Testament Scripture presents a 

“prefigure” of God’s plans and purposes, which are 

clearly typed out in the New Testament. In the types and 

shadows lies the voice of prophecy that is but a 

revelation of divine mind concerning His purposes. 

Scriptural stories and what appear to be laws, rules, 

regulations and instructions are all but prophetic types.  

Walking in the light of the prophetic finger enhances and 

facilitates our ability to walk in harmony with God’s 

purposes.  

 

 

 

To walk in the contrary only leads to doctrines of forms 

and formalities that brings nothing but death to the 

people. When God spoke to Moses concerning the 

pattern of the Tabernacle worship and its services, He 

said, “and look that thou make them after their 

pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount” (Heb 8 

vs.1-5). God’s emphasis to Moses underlines the 

importance of the shadow to the real, the type to the anti-

type. The shadow is a pre-figuring of the real. The type is 

the prophetic pointer to the anti-type. How much 

importance God places on the need for the accuracy of 

the type, to be a true and exact type of the anti-type, 

could be seen in the divine reaction when Moses smote 

the Rock “unadvisedly” It cost him his portion of entering 

into the Promised Land. This is to re-emphasize the fact 

that actions, words and stories in the Old Testament 

Scriptures more often than not, are placed to give a 

prophetic insight to the mind and purposes of God. They 

are all significant.  
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   CHAPTER ONE 

… Principal Spices… 

“Take thou… principal spices…”  

The word principal relates to placement or ranking. It 

speaks of a first place, a chief place or a first position. It 

may refer to the place of excellence, a position occupied 

by a ruler or it may be the summary of a subject matter. 

It may also address the quality of a substance. Moses 

was actually instructed to carry out a physical instruction, 

using physical substances; however, the implications for 

us are very grave as well as instructive when they are 

examined in the light of prophecy. Spices are 

substances, which have intrinsic properties of fragrance, 

sweet odour and smell. They make a positive 

contribution of value addition. They are a plus and not a 

minus. Their presence is refreshing and brings 

freshness. Their addition brings inner satisfaction and a 

sense of accomplishment. Their perfumes elate and give 

an inner confidence and fulfilment of some sort. In the 

context of prophetic scriptures, principal spices will be 

seen in the light of men and in the light of worship. The 

focus of prophetic scriptures is the new creation man 

after Christ.  

 

When God instructed and said, “take thou… principal 

spices” the carnal mind of the fallen man will suppose 

that the material incense coming from the material gum 

of material trees under a cursed situation is what God 

who is Spirit requires to find divine satisfaction and 

pleasure. If this is so, not all the trees in the world can 

produce the amount of incense to meet His requirement. 

God was speaking more profound things than the 

burning of physical incenses. God has His man in view. 

Principal spices address themselves to men of spiritual 

worth and quality of character. This is talking of men 

who qualify for a first place. Principal spices are men and 

women of God’s presence. They are such who truly are 

unto God the savour of Christ. When Paul said in IICor.2 

vs. 15, “for we are unto God a sweet savour of 

Christ…” he probably was not talking about this being 

so in the head, on the lips or in memorized letter of the 

word. He must be talking of true and tangible experience 

of men and women whose character and testimony are 

the true representation of what Christ stands for. Such 

are the true witnesses of Christ in both character and 

testimony.  
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It is only then they can ooze the sweet smelling odour of 

Christ in the sight of God. He who is true savour of Christ 

is but a principal spice.  

The intrinsic properties of the trees, which contribute the 

substances that make up the “principal incense”, 

project the characteristic personalities and qualities 

required of such men and women who qualify as God’s 

principal spices.  

 

“…Of pure myrrh five hundred shekels…” 

(vs.23).  

 

Myrrh is a bitter gum and derives from the stem of a 

thorny, ragged tree that grows in difficult environment. 

The origin of the substance tells the entire story. Myrrh 

points to bitter experiences. Such experiences contribute 

to the training of the spiritual man who will qualify for 

God’s presence. That myrrh tree is thorny and ragged 

gives an insight to the lives of such men who, having the 

throne and the kingdom of God in view, have conditioned 

their minds, trusting in God’s grace, to adapt themselves 

to all of the conditions in His school of training.  

They do not carry many leaves in flamboyant living 

styles; rather divine resources in them are converted to a 

larger life of the inner man suitable to survive all manner 

of weather conditions. Myrrh was significantly one of the 

principal gifts to the boy Jesus by the “wise men” of 

Mt.2 vs.11.  

Myrrh as a gift to the boy Jesus gave a prophetic insight 

to the bitter experiences that he went through later.  

Myrrh thus points to a people who have a burning desire 

to identify with Christ and share in His burdens as well as 

his experiences. Paul expressed such a strong desire 

when he said, “that I may know him, and the power of 

his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his death” (Phil 3 

vs.11). The “fellowship of his sufferings” expresses a 

desire to bear the offence, the scandal, or the shame of 

the cross in identification with him; that means to share 

in his myrrh experience. It is the harsh weather and the 

unfriendly environmental conditions that dictate the 

thorny and ragged outlook of the myrrh tree; and its 

innate and latent ability to stand up to and weather 

through the challenges of life in God that its outlook 

portrays.  
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The tree is tested and is deemed stable, trusted, reliable 

and dependable. Men of such qualities can be relied 

upon in ministry.  

They are principal spices. God instructed, “…of pure 

myrrh…”! This suggested that the myrrh should be of 

the sort that flowed freely! God’s principal spices offer 

themselves freely!  

They are not compelled by circumstances neither are 

they supposed to find placement through some political   

manoeuvre or manipulation. They are rather a people 

who have made a willing choice to love the Lord and live 

for Him. This is because, “thy people shall be willing in 

the day of thy power…”(Ps 110 vs.3). 

 

 “…Of pure myrrh…”  

Qualification is not through make-belief-arrangement of 

man. The myrrh must flow forth freely. The motive must 

be pure and the juice must not be produced through any 

intervention of man. All must be by the instrument of God 

by His Spirit. 

 

 

 

“…Five hundred shekels…”  

Five, hundred and shekels all relate to different entities 

that summarize the divine thoughts and the purposes of 

His mind. Five, in scriptures is a number, which speaks 

of redemption, (Num 3 vs.44-47; 18vs.16).  

The number five also relates to the five-fold ministry gifts, 

(Eph.4vs.10-13). God’s principal spices are a redeemed 

people. They are a people of grace. They are a product 

and the testimony of the redemptive grace.  

First qualification for God’s principal spices is that they 

are saved by grace; they are born again and consistently 

walking in the light of the redemptive provisions. Their 

lives and ministry are in harmony with the work of grace. 

They are not a bunch of religionists, neither are they a 

people of activities which bother on dead works. They 

are God’s spices; they are also God’s instruments of 

glory. Not only can the works of grace be seen in them, 

they qualify by a work of grace as “gifts of men”. They 

can be trusted instruments through which God can 

display His power and authority. The work of grace 

ensures that power and authority when entrusted into 

their hands, are correctly dispensed.  
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“Five hundred shekels”  

The Lord spoke the parable of the “sower” as recorded 

in the Gospels.  

Of the seeds which fall on good ground are those who 

“brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some 

sixty fold, some thirty fold” (Mt 13 vs.8).  

Hundred speaks of fruitfulness, complete attainment, and 

promises obtained and complete liberty. The seeds that 

became fruitful were privileged to be free from all 

encumbrances.  

They were opportune not to fall into the soil of thorns and 

thistles. They did not fall on stony grounds. They fell on 

good soil where they were free to be fruitful. Because the 

soil is good, the gifts of the factors of growth can be 

translated into fruitfulness and it can be possible for them 

to attain to God’s purpose.  

A “hundredfold” people have good hearts. They trust in 

grace and utilize the work of grace to free their hearts 

from the cares of this world. They rather pre-occupy their 

hearts with matters which bother on “the kingdom and 

its righteousness” than with the cares of this world.  

 

They “seek first the kingdom and its righteousness” 

believing and trusting that all other things shall be as 

they are added! The soil of their hearts is not strong. 

They are not a stubborn, rebellious lot who find difficulty 

in yielding to God in the environment of grace.  

Their hearts they exercise unto God as babes. They are 

flexible and malleable in God’s hands. They find no 

difficulty in submitting to God and His dealings and 

processing.  

They do not struggle with divine dealings. They carry the 

master’s harness. In this case, they could translate 

God’s gift into fruitfulness.  

 

“Five hundred shekels (….after the shekels of 

the sanctuary)”!  

Shekels are a measure of weight and this weight is in 

harmony with the standard of the sanctuary. The 

sanctuary relates to the “Holiest of all” in the 

Tabernacle of Moses. The Holiest of all is the third or the 

innermost compartment where the glory of the God of 

Israel “rests”. It is the symbol of God’s presence and 

speaks of the place of perfection. It points to the ultimate 

attainment in God’s purposes.  
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The sanctuary is final goal of the walk and life in the 

spirit. In the sanctuary is the ark inside which are the rod 

of Aaron that budded, the golden pot of hidden manna 

and the two tables of the covenant. A weight that is in 

harmony with the picture that the Holiest of All presents 

is a pure weight. The weight is in harmony with the seat 

of mercy. This implies that God’s principal incense, 

which has been weighed in accordance with this weight, 

also relates to God’s creation in the light of God’s mercy.  

Mercy goes together with truth and judgement. The 

Psalmist said, “mercy and truth are met together” (Ps 

89 vs.14).  

 

The writer in proverbs said, “let not mercy and truth 

forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them 

upon the table of thine heart: so shalt thou find 

favour and good understanding in the sight of God 

and man” (Prov.3 vs.3-4). Further he said, “by mercy 

and truth iniquity is purged” (Prov.16 vs.6) and “he 

that followeth after righteousness and mercy findeth 

life, righteousness, and honour” (Prov.21 vs.21). 

God’s principal spices carry a just balance.  

Their lives measure up in harmony with divine truth and 

they are God’s instruments of bestowing mercy on 

creation.  

 

Their lives are also in conformity with divine covenant 

and they are in covenant relationship with God so that 

they do not “live their lives unto themselves; but unto 

him who died for them”. They are God’s instrument of 

revealing divine mind and are the custodians of God’s 

mysteries.  

 

Paul wrote, “…the Tabernacle which is called the 

Holiest of all; which had the golden censer, and the 

ark of the covenant overlaid roundabout with gold, 

wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and 

Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the 

covenant…”(Heb.9vs.3-4).  

 

“…The golden pot that had manna…” Paul added 

“but we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 

the excellency of the power may be of God, and not 

of us” (IICor.4 vs.7).  
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It is part of God’s plan to transform this earthen vessels 

of ours into the golden pot that (has) manna: the manna 

of His divine counsels and purposes. Manna speaks of 

God’s revelation of divine truths which if we eat, we 

receive His life.  

The manna, which sustained Israel in their entire journey 

through the wilderness, was but a shadow of the true 

manna. Jesus said, “I am that bread of life. Your 

fathers did eat manna in the wilderness and are 

dead. This is the bread which cometh down from 

heaven, that a man may eat thereof and not die. 

 

 I am the living bread which came down from 

heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live 

forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, 

which I will give for the life of the world” (John 6 vs. 

48-51). The flesh of Jesus is the Word of Truth.  

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God” (John 1vs.1). Jesus 

himself said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life” 

(John 14vs.6).  

The physical manna was but a foreshadowing of the 

Word of Truth.  

This Word of Truth finds expression in golden pots. The 

golden pots are a type of men and women who are born 

again, walking in obedience and are having their minds 

renewed by the Word of Truth. Gold represents divine 

nature and character.  

Golden pots are those who have become His true image 

and His true likeness.  They are one with God and His 

purposes. They are God’s golden vessels! God’s 

principal spices are but God’s testimony of these truths. 

“Who is sufficient for these things? Not that we are 

sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of 

ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God…”(IICor.2 

vs.16b; 3 vs.5).  
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CHAPTER TWO 

    …..And of Sweet Cinnamon…..  

 

“Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure 

myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so 

much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet 

calamus two hundred and fifty shekels, and of cassia five 

hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of 

oil olive an hin: and thou shalt make it an oil of holy 

ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the 

apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil” (Ex 30 vs. 23-

25). 

 

“And of sweet cinnamon half so much, even 

two hundred and fifty shekels…”  

 

Cinnamon is the inner rind of an erect, upright growing 

tree. There are basic attributes of character naturally 

expected of a non-stagnant but dynamic, responsive and 

progressive Christian life.  It is a life that is growing as 

compared with that which is either retarding, stagnant or 

lacking total Christian expression with regards to fruits.  

 

 

An individual or a true Assembly of God’s people are 

expected to produce or exhibit a life of “erect (ness)” 

and “uprightness”; a life, which is straight in testimony 

and character. A true Christian testimony stands unique 

in the market place, in the office, or in business because 

it carries a unique fragrance. Paul said, “we are unto 

God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, 

and in them that perish: to the one we are the savour 

of death unto death; and to the other the savour of 

life unto life” (II Cor.2 vs.15-16). A true “spice” has an 

odour. This odour is the life of Christ, which to “them 

that are saved” is justification, and to “them that 

perish” condemnation or damnation.  

The Lord Jesus Christ said, “nevertheless I tell you the 

truth; it is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go 

not away, the comforter will not come unto you; but 

if I depart, I will send him unto you.  

And when he is come, he will REPROVE the world of 

sin, and of righteousness, and of 

judgement…”(John16 vs.7-8). The word, “reprove” 

means to confute, to convict, to tell fault, to convince, to 

rebuke….  
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A man who carries the true mark or testimony of Christ 

makes a difference in his environment by life, by 

testimony and character.  

The life of Christ in a believer is unique in the sense that 

is called “zoe”. What makes “zoe” unique is in its ability 

to positively impact on, and bring other life forms or 

expressions into finding its own expression. It is capable 

of reproducing itself. It is capable of self-regeneration. Its 

presence is as imposing as it is impelling. It is both 

convincing and convicting. It has intrinsic power to 

“transform” and “transfigure”. Whatever it cannot 

bring into its own form, it convicts. A God’s true spice 

has a self-imposing inner life that is appealing, attracting 

and beckoning. To the hardhearted, there is a sense of 

self-condemnation in the environment of God’s true 

spices. God’s true spices are themselves an explanation, 

a difference, and a testimony that have the resultant 

effect of convicting the world of sin, of righteousness and 

of judgement. A true Christ-filled life makes lives in his 

environment become Christ filled; else they have a 

sense of deep conviction by the mere testimony and 

character of the Christ-filled life.  

Cinnamon’s bark is as upright rolls and its colour is 

yellowish brown. The picture here painted is that of a 

higher life expression in Christ. There are levels in 

spiritual experiences. Consecration promotes higher 

inner life. 

 A life of consecration in the spirit is a ladder to higher 

placement. Incense in itself speaks of a life of worship - a 

life that is given over to God in total and complete 

abandonment. Cinnamon’s bark appearing as upright 

rolls will therefore point to men and women who have 

submitted to the life in the spirit at higher levels. They 

allow their lives to be arranged by God to allow dynamic 

progressiveness in the spirit. Yellowish colour relates to 

love, brightness   and higher levels in spiritual walk. 

Brownish colour from the Hebrew root speaks of “hiding 

in the bosom” and means to cherish with affection. It 

means love. Love is mutual. The traffic is to be two-way 

to find expression in perfect love. Divine love delivers 

from darkness, shame, defeat, failure and death and 

brings men into fellowship with God through Christ. 

Man’s response finds expression in submission and in a 

life of fellowship between God and man.  
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Cinnamon company of men and women are such as 

have abandoned their lives to God in response to divine 

love. They live lives, which promote deeper spiritual 

experiences with God. They are men and women of the 

Father’s bosom. Their lives are well aligned with divine 

mind and purposes. They are also measured; “…two 

hundred and fifty shekels…”.  

Two hundred will speak of their insufficiency in their 

human element while fifty will express their experience in 

Pentecostal fullness of power, authority and glory which 

derive from relationship with the Holy Spirit’s 

overwhelming grace and over shadowing influence. 

 

“Sweet Cinnamon”  

A people of His purpose will carry His fragrance. 

Wherever is His fragrance, there will be the divine 

Lordship, authority, power and glory. Divine fragrance 

can only subdue darkness, wickedness, oppression, 

debauchery and rebellion. Divine fragrance can only 

expose and make naked all that is anti-God and anti-

Christ. Divine fragrance is light and the work of light is to 

make manifest.  

“But all things that are reproved are made manifest 

by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is 

light” (Eph 5 vs.13). This is the place of “Sweet” 

fragrance. It establishes a distinction and distinctiveness. 

It impacts its environment with divine love. It brings life to 

bear or it brings condemnation or damnation. It convicts 

that which refuses to yield to the love, which God 

“commendeth” towards all men in the offering of His 

Son Jesus Christ. 

 All that are not in harmony with the life of Christ are to 

be convicted and reproved by the true fragrance of the 

cinnamon incense. 

 

 “For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in 

them that are saved and in them that perish: to the 

one we are a savour of death unto death 

(judgement); and to the other the savour of life unto 

life. Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth 

us to triumph in Christ, and makest manifest the 

savour of his knowledge by us in every place.  

 

 



 11 

And who is sufficient for these things? For we are 

not as many, who corrupt the word of God: but as of 

sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we 

in Christ” (II Cor. 2 vs.15-16a, 14, 16b-17).  

“…And of sweet calamus two hundred and fifty 

shekels…”  
 

Calamus is an erect reed or cane. It can be tall and 

broad-leaved, and it grows in wet ground or in water. 

Stems are triangular and leaves sword-shaped. It may 

be fragile and some can be very strong. Reeds are 

characteristically fresh green when all else seem to be 

dead and dry. They are shelters for birds and for 

animals.  

Reeds are generally used as walking sticks, fish-rods, 

measuring-rods, flutes, wind instruments, pipe organs, 

light riverboats, mats, shoes, clothes, fuel, writing 

materials as in reed pens and scrolls.  

 

When “sweet calamus” is seen as a company of men 

and women of destiny in God, its various attributes and 

characteristics will strike deeper prophetic chord in the 

enlightened mind.  

The first important element in calamus is its erectness or 

right standing. It stands erect. This relates to character of 

truth in the inward parts.  

 

The calamus company of spiritual people are not people 

of doubtful character or dual personality. They walk 

straight and talk straight. They are not hypocritical; they 

are neither shady nor clumsy. They are not deceitful 

neither are they deceptive in all expressions. Their 

testimony is unquestionable.  

 

These thoughts were partly expressed by Paul: 

“therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have 

received mercy, we faint not; but have renounced the 

hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in 

craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; 

but by manifestation of the truth commending 

ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of 

God”  (IICor.4vs.1-2). 

 

The prevalent characters of calamus are produced in the 

environment of wetness and of water.  
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The word that is witnessed to by the Spirit is an essential 

element in character moulding and character building. 

Paul teaches that the “house of God” is the place to 

“know how thou oughtest to behave thyself” This is 

to say that knowledge, character and manners are 

imparted by, and in the house of God. This is because, 

as Paul expressed, “the house of God, which is the 

church of the living God, (is) the pillar and ground of 

the truth” (I Tim 3 vs.15). Truth is imparted in the 

Church of the living God. The Church of the living God is 

the factory house where men are fashioned after Christ.  

If an assembly, supposedly of God’s people, do not find 

true expression in this respect, it is because they are not 

a true Assembly of God’s people.  

 

“Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my 

disciples. To the law and to the testimony: if they 

speak not according to this word, it is because there 

is no light in them” (Is 8 vs.16, 20). 

 

 God’s primary purpose in building a body is to have “a 

people for his name” (Acts 15 vs.14).  

 

 

The true word in harmony with divine mind will seek to 

produce character in the image and likeness of Christ 

more than any other thing. A man, who is His true 

servant supposedly, will have a burning zeal shut up in 

his bones; the zeal is to see men and women raised in 

the likeness and image of Christ. Any emphasis short of 

this is a misplaced emphasis and must be repented of by 

any true servant of God and yoke fellow and candidate of 

His heavenly kingdom. Sweet calamus are to be 

understood as those men and women who, through 

divine grace and mercy, have found favour and are 

privileged to find a right environment, which is character-

of-his-righteousness-imparting, until they have become 

or are becoming what He is.  

The right environment consists in the “water” of the 

word in harmony with divine mind and the “wetness” of 

His Spirit. The right environment derives in the fellowship 

of men and women whose burning passion above 

anything else is  

 “to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and 

the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 

conformable unto his death…”(Phil.3 vs.10). 

 



 13 

It is instructive that sweet calamus finds expressions 

among the family of plants that are fresh green when all 

around them seem to be dead and dry. There is nothing 

comparable to being instructed in the Spirit. It is an 

evidence of a life that is constantly lived in His presence. 

The word that is preached to the people evidences 

where the preacher stands with God. The quality and 

character of life that is manifested by a people is a 

pointer to the quality of the word to which they are 

exposed.  

A man cannot exhibit what he does not have neither can 

he live a better and higher quality life than the character 

and the quality of the word he feeds on. When a flock 

feeds on chaffs, their lives show it.  

Deep spiritual experience manifests in less noise but 

greater display of reverence, soberness, meekness and 

humbleness of mind which is not devoid of power, 

authority and glory. A life which is lived in His presence 

and a flock which feeds on pasture of his presence and 

the pasture which belongs to the counsel of the hour or 

the “present truth” as Peter calls it, are bound to be 

fresh and green when all else seem to be dead and dry.  

 

One test is this, if a man is “fresher” than the spiritual 

environment where he “fellowships”, each time he is in 

“fellowship” or “Church”, he will come out “drier” than 

he went in.  

Such an experience on a constant basis spells “death in 

the pot” and a mind of understanding will seek God to 

know what to do in such a circumstance. Men and 

women that are current in His presence exude such a life 

whose testimony no one can challenge. Such are unto 

God an incense of worship that qualifies for the “holiest 

of ALL”. They are a sweet calamus people! 

 

Qualities and characteristics of sweet calamus, are 

outstanding as well as overwhelming.  

Leaves are sword-shaped: a people of the word! God’s 

word can be a sword, it can also be a spear! The word is 

either finding expression in the logos (spoken mind of 

God) or Rhema (the written mind of God) all summing up 

the entire counsel of God’s purpose. The essence of the 

word in its expression as a sword is to cut to size, 

discern the thoughts of men, convicts and form in man 

the character of Christ. It can exhort, comfort and edify.  
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It can also come sweet in the mouth but bitter in the 

belly! That is the character and the nature of the word. 

The calamus company are expected to be one with the 

word!  

What the word has done to them, it can do to others 

through them. The word expressed by and through them 

has nothing to do with the wisdom of men. It has 

everything to do with  “the demonstration of the spirit 

and of power: that your faith should not stand in the 

wisdom of men, but in the power of God.  

Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are 

perfect; yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the 

princes of this world, that come to nought: but we 

speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 

hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the 

world unto our glory….”(I Cor.2 vs.4-8). 

 

Sweet Calamus finding use as reed walking sticks type 

out men whose life and ministry are supposed to offer 

spiritual support and encouragement to many. Finding 

expression in its use as fish-rods, ministry expressing 

evangelistic thrust is implied.  

Sweet calamus as reed flutes, wind instruments and pipe 

organs emphasise a people with prophetic authority.  

In general, God’s men who are acquainted with life in the 

Spirit are supposed to express the fullness of Christ in all 

of His ministerial grace. This is the lot for, and manner of 

men that God has reserved for this crucial hour. Though 

un-titled, they are to be empowered to fulfil the totality of 

God’s mind for humanity in a most critical moment in the 

history of creation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 15 

 

 

CHAPTER THREE 

 

   ….. And of Sweet Calamus… 

  

“Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh 

five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, 

even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus 

two hundred and fifty shekels….”(Ex.30vs.23). 

 

“And of sweet calamus…”  

The sweet calamus as it finds expression in the family of 

reeds have leaves that are sword-shaped. There is 

something about the people of His purpose. They are a 

people of the word. They know and have the word. They 

talk and walk in the word. They also rejoice in hope in 

relation to the word. Knowing or having the word is not 

the same as lousiness or frivolity. It is neither tantamount 

to that which expresses the wisdom of this world. Being 

a people of the word is rather supposed to be an 

evidence of having the mind of Christ and insight into the 

entire counsel of God’s will and purpose.  

The true evidence of this will reveal their lives as being in 

harmony with the cross of Christ.  

The words of Paul cast more light in this direction when 

he said, “and I, brethren, when I came to you, came 

not with Excellency of speech or of wisdom, 

declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I 

determined not to know anything among you, save 

Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you 

in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And 

my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 

words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the 

spirit and of power: that your faith should not stand 

in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.  

 

Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are 

perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the 

princes of this world, that come to nought: but we 

speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 

hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the 

world unto our glory: which none of the princes of 

this world knew: for had they known it they would 

not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is 

written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
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have entered into the heart of man, the things which 

God had prepared for them that love him.  

But God hath revealed them unto us by his spirit: for 

the spirit searcheth all things yea, the deep things of 

God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, 

save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the 

things of God knoweth no man, but the spirit of God. 

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but 

the Spirit, which is of God; that we might know the 

things that are freely given to us of God. Which 

things also we speak, not in the words which man’s 

wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost 

teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the 

Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 

neither can he know them, because they are 

spiritually discerned. For he that is spiritual judgeth 

all things, yet he himself is judged of no man. For 

who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may 

instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ” (I 

Cor.2 vs.1-16).  

 

A people of His purpose are a voice of His divine mind. 

They have the mind of Christ. They live the mind of 

Christ. They speak the mind of Christ.  

They are sword-shaped. They are a people of the word 

and not of mere wisdom of men. There is life in the word 

they speak.  

For the Lord Jesus said, “the words that I speak unto 

you, they are spirit, and they are life. It is the spirit 

that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing” (John 6 

vs. 63).  

The word must be given its primary place so that God’s 

purpose in the earth may be established. David said, 

“thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name” 

(Ps.138 vs.2).  

 

The word is one of God’s primary and most potent 

instruments of fashioning men in the image of Christ. 

That calamus has leaves shaped, as sword is to depict a 

life that is one with the word. The word and the vessel of 

expression; the message and the messenger; the 

trumpet and the trumpeter are all but one, and the same; 

all united in the purposes and the entire counsel of God!  
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This is why sweet calamus can express a true prophetic 

type of men and women who qualify for the life in the 

Spirit - a people whose lives qualify as incense of God’s 

presence.  

The Psalmist said, “let my prayer be set forth before 

thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as 

the evening sacrifice” (Ps 141 vs.2). This   is nothing 

but the heart’s expression of a man whose life is as 

incense and as the evening sacrifice.  

This is a man of and in His presence who is but a type of 

many whose lives are to be but the expression of Christ’s 

savour in the sight of God; a company of sweet calamus 

people!  

 

Sweet calamus as one in a family of reeds provides 

shelter for birds and for animals. They offer ministry to 

both the birds of heaven and animals of earth realm. 

Their ministry provides covering to both them which are 

heavenly minded as well as those who need deliverance 

from the earth’s carnal realm of the mundane.  

 

 

They give inspiration to the birds (Prophetic voices that 

express divine mind) and hope to the animals (the 

generality of God’s humanity in their various degrees of 

relationship with God).  

 

The ministry of the calamus company of principal spices 

also offer deliverance to the groaning creation for they 

know that “we have not an high priest which cannot 

be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities…”(Heb.4 vs.15). Being “taken from among 

men” themselves, they are able to “have compassion 

on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the 

way…”(Heb.5 vs.2). 

 

Sweet calamus are obtained from reeds which also find 

other uses. They are used as walking sticks.  

This is as they offer support and strength to the weak. 

They are an encouragement to the discouraged. They 

kindle hope in the hopeless. They feed the poor and are 

succour to the needy.  
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Indeed, they are everything to all men. Concerning the 

ministry of these men as walking-sticks prophet Isaiah 

has this to say, “strenghthen ye the weak hands, and 

confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a 

fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God 

will come with vengeance, even God with a 

recompense; he will come and save you. Then the 

eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 

deaf shall be unstopped.  

Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 

tongue of the dumb sings: for in the wilderness shall 

waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the 

parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty 

land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, 

where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and 

rushes” (Is 35 vs.3-7). This company of men and 

women are indeed God’s instruments (walking-sticks) of 

restoration. They are a gift to humanity. They are rivers 

of blessing to the nations. 

 

As reeds, they are also used as fish-rods. Their mission 

as fish-rods is to serve as pillars for the work of the 

kingdom.  

They serve as God’s instrument in turning the heart of 

men to God. They are God’s fishers of men. Fishing-

lines are fastened to fishing rods to hold fishing-lines in 

place. Fishing rods secure the fishing-line. If fishing rods 

are removed, fishing-lines collapse. God’s instruments of 

securing the work of harvest of souls in the kingdom are 

the fishing rods. They keep the work together. Their 

position and their ministry secure the harvest work and 

give life to it.  

 

Sweet calamus, as a reed also finds use as measuring-

rods. These are but God’s standard of measurement in 

the Church and in the nations of the world. They are 

God’s beacons and divine landmarks. Their ministry 

provokes men to run faster in the way of righteousness 

while it convicts the rebellious. They are able to chart a 

course and provide direction for spiritual movement. They 

provide guiding lights for “ships on the seas” and they 

promise direction for the “ship merchants”. By the 

prophetic finger, they are able to show the pattern of “the 

Tabernacle” to the people of God.  
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God told Moses, “look that thou make them after their 

pattern, which was shewed thee in the mount… 

according to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of 

the Tabernacle, and the pattern of all the instruments 

thereof, even so shall ye make it” (Ex 25 vs.40, 9). 

They do not have the blue print of God’s plan but they 

have the prophetic finger, which shows them the pattern 

so that they in turn can show the pattern of the house of 

God’s glory. Haggai prophesied and said, “the glory of 

this latter house shall be greater than of the former, 

saith the Lord of hosts: and in this place will I give 

peace, saith the Lord of hosts.  

And I will shake all Nations, and the desire of all 

nations shall come: and I will fill this house with 

glory, saith the Lord of hosts’’  (Hag. 2 vs.9,7).   

 

Found in a family of reeds, sweet calamus is used as 

flutes, wind instruments and pipe organs. The implication 

to us is that the company of men and women, who make 

this principal spice called calamus, are a prophetic lot; 

they are a prophetic voice to the church and to the 

nations. Wind and pipe instruments are instruments of 

sound production.  

They are divine messengers with divine messages to the 

covenant ones.  

“Gather my saints together unto me; those that have 

made a covenant with me by sacrifice” (Ps50 vs.5). 

They are prophetic singing birds and God’s trumpeters.  

They trumpet God’s mind for the people. John said, “I 

was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind 

me a great voice, as of a trumpet, saying, I am Alpha 

and Omega, the first and the last…  

 

 

 

After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened 

in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it 

were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, come 

up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be 

hereafter” (Rev. 1 vs.10-11a; 4 vs.1). A trumpet has a 

voice just as all wind instruments have voices. The 

sound of the trumpet is the voice of prophecy. Paul 

exhorting on the issue of tongues said, “and even 

things without life giving sound, whether pipe or 

harp, except, they give a distinction in the sounds, 

how shall it be known what is piped or harped?  
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For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall 

prepare himself to the battle?”(I Cor.14 vs.7-8). To be 

God’s prophetic channels demand the level of 

consecration that qualifies for a principal spice called 

calamus. There is a lot of confusion and 

misunderstanding in the Christendom today.  

There is also a great deal of ignorance concerning God’s 

purposes. This accounts for the strongholds of 

denominationalism that abound everywhere. The 

greatest hindrance to having access to God’s mind and 

His divine purposes is the strong spirit of 

denominationalism.  

The minds of the people are subdued and sealed; they 

are not free to receive the mind of God. The church of 

the living God today can only be ushered into her 

glorious estate by the prophetic finger. It does not mean 

to be a “prophet” or operate in the office of a “prophet” to 

be under the spirit of prophecy. Ironically, those who 

claim to be prophets needing attention are everything but 

what they claim to be. This goes for every other religious 

title holder. Men and women who hold prophetic ace are 

to be poles apart by ministry and by grace, from those 

who are titled of men!  

It is to be understood that there are eunuchs and there 

are eunuchs. There are eunuchs of God and there are 

eunuchs of men. There are those also who have made 

themselves eunuchs and there are those who are made 

eunuchs by men.  

The Lord Jesus spoke about eunuchs and said, “all men 

cannot receive this saying, save they to whom it is 

given. For there are some eunuchs, which were so 

born from their mother’s womb: and there are some 

eunuchs which were made eunuchs of men: and 

there be eunuchs, which have made themselves 

eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake….”(Mt19 

vs.11-12).  

Sweet calamus people are a prophetic voice because 

they have known the life in the spirit on the golden altar 

of incense where they find expression as a principal 

spice.  

 

The materials from which sweet calamus was derived 

are used as light riverboats. This points to the anti-typical 

as men and women who have the capacity through 

grace to deliver others from sinking.They assist others to 

lay afloat on the rivers of trials and troubles.  
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Reeds where sweet calamus is obtained are also used 

as mats, shoes, clothes and fuel. All these are very 

significant for instructive learning. Top on the list of the 

use of this material is the fact that they are used as 

writing materials as in reed pens and as scrolls.  

 

The Psalmist prophesied concerning the Messiah when 

he said, “my heart is inditing a good matter: I speak 

of the things which I have made touching the king: 

my tongue is the pen of a ready writer” (Ps 45 vs.1). 

Pen and scrolls are in the hands of the scribes. The 

scribes are the teachers of the word and instructors in 

righteousness.  

They write not only on paper called scroll, they write on 

the hearts of men. They write not only with ink and with 

pen but they write by their lives and testimony. Paul said, 

“ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and 

read of all men: forasmuch as ye are manifestly 

declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, 

written not with ink, but with the spirit of the living 

God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the 

heart”(II Cor.3 vs. 2-3).   

 

CHAPTER FOUR 

 

     …. And of Cassia….. 

 

“Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure 

myrrh five hundred shekels… and of cassia five hundred 

shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of oil olive an 

hin…”(Ex. 30 vs. 23-24). 

 

“And of cassia five hundred shekels…”  

 

Cassia refers to the inner bark of a shrub. Cassia in the 

Hebrew root means to shrivel up. It means to bend the 

body or the neck in deference. It means to bow the head. 

It means to stoop. In the root meanings are hidden the 

salient characteristic properties which are meant for 

instructions in righteousness. The cassia shrivels 

because of heat, dryness or old age. These sum up in 

experience. Experience is produced through 

circumstances or in process of time. Whichever way 

experience is produced, patience becomes a major 

variable.  
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Paul wrote, “…we glory in tribulations knowing that 

tribulation worketh patience; and patience, 

experience; and experience, hope: and hope maketh 

not ashamed…”(Rom 5 vs.3-5). The word tribulation 

relates to pressure, affliction, anguish, persecution and 

trouble. James was exhorting when he said, “….count it 

all joy when ye fall into diverse temptations; knowing 

this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may 

be perfect and entire, wanting nothing” (James 1 

vs.2-4). Paul complementing this said, “ cast not away 

therefore your confidence, which hath great 

recompence, of reward. For ye have need of 

patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye 

might receive the promise” (Heb 10 vs.35-36).  

It is to be understood that to become a people whose 

lives are a worship unto God just as cassia qualifies to 

be burnt as a principal incense upon the golden altar of 

incense, and just as it qualifies as incense in the Holiest 

of All, typical of a life in the spirit, testing must be 

involved. Experience must be involved.  

 

 

Situations, circumstances, trials, tribulations, troubles, 

anguish and difficulties can be ready tools to produce 

experience in the environment of patience. The other 

dimension of experience is that which the scriptures refer 

to as “Patient continuance”. The vessels who know or 

relate with “patient continuance in well doing seek for 

glory and honour and immortality, eternal life” (Rom 

2 vs.7). It is evident that the condition that produces the 

shrivelled outlook in cassia was designed to produce 

patience, experience, glory and honour, immortality and 

eternal life. Said in another way, the cassia that submits 

itself to become shrivelled seeks experience through 

instructions in righteousness and through patience. “It” 

seeks honour and glory, immortality and eternal life. A 

shrivelled cassia must have learnt the art of submission 

to God. Submission and rebellion seem to be two indices 

of assessment of two diametrically opposed 

characteristic nature(s). Submission is a Godly element. 

Rebellion is anti-God. Both submission and rebellion can 

be learnt as well as cultivated. Tendency in every man is 

inherent rebellion. The closer to God and to a walk in 

righteousness, the less the disposition of the rebellious 

nature and the more submission is learnt.  
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A shrivelled condition reveals reliability, dependability, 

trust-worthiness and faithfulness produced in the place of 

a consistent walk of patience. God needs tested and 

trusted vessels. Such vessels are able to touch the heart 

of God because they must have abandoned their lives as 

an act in worship unto Him. Tendency for a closer walk 

with God can be viewed in two broad perspectives. 

The necessity to seek God may be informed by the 

reason of a personal need, want or lack which has 

become a matter for personal concern. But worship 

comes in when no reason informs the attitude displayed 

towards God even in the face of all contradictions; rather 

than be motivated by positive or negative environmental 

factors, there is just a heart disposition to love Him and 

cherish Him and desire Him. When these and nothing 

else form the basis of the positive attitude towards God 

in reverential and awful expression of whom He is, then 

that is worship. Such men and women who have found 

companionship in this attitudinal display of a heart 

disposition towards God are a worship unto Him.  

They learn and live the life in the spirit. They are of the 

cassia company. They are a principal spice.  

 

One salient inherent property through instructive 

information derivable from the root meanings of cassia is 

the fact of its “being bent” and “bowing the neck” 

disposition, and this is said to be in relation to 

“deference” The word, deference has two-pronged 

meaning: one suggests that personal will and choice are 

involved. In the other can be inferred an act of 

reverence. One meaning shows willingness to respect or 

accept the opinion of others; the other is just a matter of 

respect as an attitude of the heart that is a basic element 

in reverence to God. A people who exhibit this property 

in cassia have learnt and are learning what it means to 

respect the opinions of their brethren and they display 

deep reverence towards God. This is a vital requirement 

in the corporate nature of Church life as a living 

organism. The Church of the living God is always to be 

seen as a body. The body-concept of the Church, 

functions in the environment of respect to the opinions of 

others and of reverence to God.  

James admonished and said, “submit yourselves 

therefore to God” (James 4 vs.7).  
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That is only possible as a mark of personal reverence 

and that is by choice since submission to God will never 

be forced. On the other hand, Paul writing to the 

Ephesian Church said, “(submit) to one another in the 

fear of God” (Eph 5 vs.21).  

It is this one factor and the desire to please God and to 

do His will that motivate and facilitate and make possible 

the corporateness, the body expression or the spirit of 

“Philadelphia” which the true Church of the living God 

manifestly exhibits. This is to say that when this 

character of “deference” has not been wrought in a 

man, he will not be able to function properly with respect 

to the body expression of the Church of God. Two things 

will be evident in such a situation. One will be the strong 

denominational tendency. The second will be the in-

ability to “discern the body”. The two are somewhat 

inter-related and inter-dependent and yet each can be 

treated on its own account. Paul said, “many are weak 

and sickly… and many sleep” because they could not 

discern the Lord’s body, (ICor.11 vs.29-30).  

 

 

 

When the Church functions as a Body, a living organism 

that She is, it is then that She manifests the shared life of 

Christ. In such an environment of true “koinonia” is 

possible, strength, divine health and life. 

 

The cassia finds another root meaning in “stoop(ing)”. 

This is as it relates to humbleness of mind and 

soberness of the spirit. Paul writing to the Romans said,  

 

“…. I say unto you through the grace given 

unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think; 

but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 

every man the measure of faith” (Rom.12 vs.3).  

 

One tendency, a man who seeks for more of God on the 

highway of consecration and spiritual walk must purge 

himself of, is spiritual pride. It hurts and it kills. It is a self-

deception and it is very subtle. The tendency is to 

suppose oneself more highly rated in spiritual placement 

than he is by God. Such a tendency reflects in actions, in 

words, and in relationships.  
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He that must go far with God must learn to think 

“soberly” to deliver himself from self-delusion. Self-

delusion leads to confusion.  

 

It produces many “masters” who have neither trained 

nor learnt under, nor passed through the school of God. 

James admonished, “my brethren, be not many 

masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater 

condemnation. For in many things we offend all. If 

any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect 

man, and able also to bridle the whole body” (James 

3 vs.1-2). Nothing provokes God’s attention more than 

pride. This is because pride places man right where God 

stands. It sets man against God. It tends to make man 

oppress man and make him sit on God’s seat ruling the 

lives of men. It is nothing but anti-God spirit; it is viewed 

in divine eyes as rebellious heart. James warned and 

said, “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto 

the humble. Submit yourselves therefore to God” 

(James 4 vs. 6-7a). Peter complementing this said, 

“…God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 

humble.  

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 

of God, that he may exalt you in due time” (I Peter 5 

vs.5-6). Isaiah prophesied in his day and said, “the lofty 

looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness 

of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone 

shall be exalted in that day.  

And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and 

the haughtiness of man shall be made low: and the 

LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. And I will 

punish the world for their evil and the wicked for 

their iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the 

proud to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of 

the terrible” (Is 2 vs.11, 17; 13 vs.11). The strengths of 

these words of James, Peter and Isaiah show how 

terrible pride, self-exaltation rather than abasement 

appear in divine sight and justify divine reaction to such a 

heart that exhibits it. It is more terrible if this canker of a 

worm manifests itself in one who lays however small a 

claim to some form of spirituality based on true Christian 

experience. The true mark of a spiritual man who has a 

destiny in God is soberness.  
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Paul writing to Titus said, “the grace of God that 

bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching 

us that, denying ungodliness and wordly lusts, we 

should live soberly…”(Tit.2 vs.11-12). To the 

Thessalonians he wrote, “…let us not sleep as do 

others; but let us watch and be sober…let us, who 

are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of 

faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of 

salvation” (I Thess5 vs.6,8).  

The Lord Jesus affirmed, “blessed are the meek: for 

they shall inherit the earth” (Mt 5 vs. 5). Meekness, 

soberness, sobriety and humbleness of mind are all but 

marks of true spirituality that is founded on redemptive 

grace of Jesus Christ. Faith and pride are two opposite 

entities. Presumption is a terrible malaise. Yet, pride and 

presumption, being result of self-delusion are the very 

reason while many along with their supposed spiritual 

labour will suffer terrible loss.  

Paul the apostle was enlightening on this when he 

taught, “now he that planteth and he that watereth are 

one: and every man shall receive his own reward 

according to his own labour.  

For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s 

husbandry, ye are God’s building. According to the 

grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 

master builder, I have laid the foundation, and 

another buildeth thereon. But let every man take 

heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other 

foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ.  

 

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; EVERY 

MAN’S WORK SHALL BE MADE MANIFEST: FOR 

THE DAY SHALL DECLARE IT, BECAUSE IT SHALL 

BE REVEALED BY FIRE; AND THE FIRE SHALL TRY 

EVERY MAN’S WORK OF WHAT SORT IT IS. If any 

man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he 

shall receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be 

burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 

saved; yet so as by fire” (I Cor.3 vs.8-15). 

The wisdom of God is un-searchable. James said, 

“known unto God are all his works from the 

beginning of the world” (Acts 15 vs.18).  
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God made cassia plant and cause to reside in it certain 

qualities and properties that are for instructions in 

righteousness. Cassia exhibits the qualities that God 

requires to meet His standard for a life that will be 

acceptable to Him as worship. Men and women who 

exhibit these qualities are but a principal spice called 

cassia unto God. They are unto God the savour of 

Christ. They manifest Christ to the world in His true 

nature and character. This they do both in word and in 

deed. They are a true testimony of a life in harmony with 

the way of the cross. They are His true witness in the 

world.  

They are His candlelight. They shine the true light of His 

knowledge and will and purpose to the world around 

them.  

They walk the way of consecration. They are pilgrims 

and sojourners in their daily living: in the market place, in 

business or in the office. They do not compromise their 

faith for a pot of porridge. They are neither enticed nor 

tempted by financial or material benefits. They do not 

loose their heads because of self-gain; neither do they 

allow themselves to be overcome by wrong motives.  

They have a proper perspective of the inheritance and 

they will not lose their birthright for anything however 

glamorous and however enticing, either secular or 

religious. They do not allow anything to rob them or 

deprive them of their glory and of their inheritance. They 

are God’s landmarks. They are God’s way marks. They 

are God’s standards. They are God’s pattern. They have 

their foothold firmly on the old paths. They are God’s 

repairers of the old breach. Isaiah prophesied concerning 

them when he said, “…(they) shall build the old waste 

places: (they shalt raise up the foundations of many 

generations; and (they) shall be called, the repairer 

of the breach, the restorer of paths to dwell in” (Is 58 

vs.12).  

That we may be in a position to say with Paul, “for we 

are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but 

as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God 

speak we in Christ” (IICor.2vs.17).  

This is nothing but a high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

It is a call to the High way of God’s purpose. The Lord 

enlightens the minds that readeth. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

 

…The Shekel of the Sanctuary… 

 

“Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure 

myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so 

much, even two hundred and fifty shekels… and cassia five 

hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary…”(Ex. 

30 vs.23-25). 

 

 “After the shekel of the sanctuary…”  

 

Shekel is a measurement; a scale, a weight measure. 

The shekel of the sanctuary relates to measurement in 

harmony with that which obtains in the sanctuary. The 

word sanctuary can be looked at in terms of sacredness, 

consecrated (ness) and holiness. These are terms, 

which have everything to do with God in their 

absoluteness. Sanctuary addresses itself to 

righteousness. That is talking of God’s character which 

relates to justice and judgement, truth and mercy.  

 

The shekel of the sanctuary speaks about the weight 

measure or the standard of measurement that is in 

harmony with God’s principle of justice and judgement, 

truth and mercy. The sanctuary obtains from the “Holiest 

of All” in the Tabernacle of Moses. It is the place where 

the “ark of His presence” and “the mercy seat” reside. It 

is the place of God’s glory. Whatsoever touches God’s 

glory touches God’s jealousy. The sanctuary is the 

presence of God and in His presence is nothing hidden 

but all things are stark naked in His eyes. A 

measurement in harmony with the sanctuary is a 

measurement in harmony with God. When God 

emphasized to Moses to weigh the various compositions 

of the principal spices “after the shekel of the sanctuary” 

the emphasis is to reveal that God is a God of 

measurement. He does measure men and their works. 

His standard of measurement is also a just standard.  
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The song of the over-comers in the Book of Revelation 

reveals this unique attribute of God when they sang, 

“the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song 

of the Lamb, saying, great and marvellous are thy 

works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy 

ways, thou King of saints: Who shall not fear thee, O 

Lord, and glorify thy name? For thou only art holy: 

for all nations shall come and worship before thee; 

for thy judgement are made manifest” (Rev 15 vs.3-

4). The Psalmist complementing this said, “the Lord is 

righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works” 

(Ps 14 vs.17). The Psalmist spoke further as touching 

God in His attribute of dealing in a just standard, and the 

purpose and goal of that standard. He wrote, “the law of 

the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the 

testimony of the Lord is sure making wise the 

simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing 

the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, 

enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, 

enduring forever: the judgements of the Lord are 

true and righteous altogether.  

MORE TO BE DESIRED ARE THEY THAN GOLD, 

YEA, THAN MUCH FINE GOLD: SWEETER ALSO 

THAN HONEY AND THE HONEYCOMB.  

MOREOVER BY THEM IS THY SERVANT WARNED: 

AND IN KEEPING OF THEM THERE IS GREAT 

REWARD” (Ps 19 vs.7-11). Men and women who qualify 

as God’s principal spices are initiated in the spirit and 

admitted into the life of the spirit through God’s standard 

measure called shekel - “after the shekel of the 

sanctuary”. God has not two standards of dealing. 

When subjected to His “shekel” scale of measurement, a 

man is found to either be serving Him or serving Him not.  

 

God’s shekel of reference “after the shekel of the 

sanctuary” does but one thing. It discerns; it reveals 

and marks a naked difference “between the righteous 

and the wicked, between him that serveth God and 

him that serveth him not” (Mal 3 vs.18).  
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It makes clear the difference between that which is 

“precious” as distinct from that which is “vile” (Jer 15 

vs.19). In essence, when weighed “after the shekel of 

the sanctuary” a man is either wicked or righteous, 

either precious or vile, either serving the Lord or serving 

Him not. These divine indices determine who God’s 

principal spices are. Every man, nay, every work shall be 

measured “after the shekel of the sanctuary”.  

Paul lent weight to these thoughts when he said, “for 

other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon 

this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 

hay, stubble; every man’s work shall be made 

manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall 

be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s 

work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide which 

he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If 

any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: 

but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire” (I 

Cor3 vs.11-15). 

 

 

God’s desire is to have all men become principal spices 

unto Him. However, all will be subjected to one standard 

of God’s dealing since He is a God of justice. To qualify 

as God’s principal spices is to align with His ways and 

divine purposes. All religious works that do not align with 

divine mind and purposes are termed “dead works” 

however glittering and however glamorous they appear. 

That calls for reason to fear God. That which man calls 

light is but darkness before Him. Man’s truth is but 

untruth in divine eyes. Man’s justice and righteousness 

will only qualify as wickedness before Him with whom we 

have to do.  

Paul said, “all things are naked and opened unto the 

eyes of him with whom we have to do” (Heb 4 vs.13). 

Besides, the scriptures affirm, “that which is highly 

esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of 

God” (Lk 16 vs.15). None comes into His sanctuary, 

nay, His presence but that he is stripped and measured 

“after the shekel of the sanctuary” His service, his 

worship, his labour; all must but be measured.  

Then he is qualified or disqualified as God’s principal 

spices.  
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When Paul said, “we are unto God a sweet savour of 

Christ” that is to suggest a positional situation. It says 

nothing as to assume or presume an automatic status. In 

experiential terms, every man is to “work our (his) own 

salvation with fear and (with) trembling” (Phil 2 

vs.12). As general as salvation grace is, every man has 

to address himself to it on a personal basis. In the same 

manner, where a man stands with God, there is a sense 

in which he “labours” for it. This is not to suggest 

personal work as a basis for righteousness. Rather, it is 

saying in all qualitative terms that faith must be justified 

by “work”. For instance, obedience to God’s word is 

“work”.  

 

Submitting to a life of consecration as worship or in 

responsive love to Him who he has saved in grace is 

“work” which is associated with faith. Faith and work go 

together. Work is actually the evidence of personal 

conviction and persuasion. “Without faith it is 

impossible to please (God). For he that cometh to 

God must believe that he is…” (Heb.11 vs.6). If a man 

is persuaded to follow God in line with divine ways and 

dealings, he submits to God accordingly.  

The resultant effect is in the evidence of a life that is a 

testimony against the world around him. In the market 

place, in the office, in business, in words and in deed, he 

is always but a different and unique specie whose life 

cannot be negatively influenced yet he positively impacts 

the environment around him. Any who envelops a similar 

life within rejoices in the presence of such a one. The 

one who expresses exactly the opposite of the quality of 

the inner life such a man exhibits cannot but groan and 

grin in pain in the presence of the God’s man. This is 

because unrighteousness suffers where righteousness 

is. Life is uncomfortable for untruth in the presence of 

truth. In essence, they who qualify by God’s 

measurements “after the shekel of the sanctuary” are 

themselves God’s “shekels of the sanctuary”.  

Men can be but rods in the hands of God. It is in this 

sense that God referred to Jeremiah and men like him as 

God’s battle axe(s) and weapons of war, (Jer.51 vs.20).  

The Lord promised that the “man child” company would 

rule with a rod of iron, (Rev 2 vs.27; 12 vs.5). God’s 

people are God’s instrument of measurement nay, of 

judging the world around them. God’s faithful people are 

non- conformists.  
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It is the world around them that must conform to their 

standard or the world around them will suffer for its 

inability to align with the kind of life they express. This is 

where Christendom has largely failed God. God has 

placed the new creation man as a nation to dictate the 

pace and set the standard to the nations around him. He 

is supposed to be the guiding light; just as a ship on the 

sea cannot succeed without a lighthouse no more can 

the world be able to boast of succeeding without the new 

creation man after Christ. It is in this sense that the Lord 

Jesus admonished, “ye are the salt of the earth ye are 

the light of the world. A city that is set on the hill 

cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put 

it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth 

light unto all that are in the house.  

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 

heaven” (Mt 5 vs.16). The truth is that the world is 

always waiting, consciously or otherwise, to be shown 

the standard to follow.  

 

 

Even the wicked laments the absence of righteousness 

and blames his wickedness on the absence of or lack in 

general direction that ought to have been charted by the 

supposed to be beacons of light. The man who is born 

after Christ, that is, in the image and the likeness of 

Christ, is a beacon of light, a guiding light. The man in 

the world is as lost as a sailor is on the sea without the 

beacons of light. “Beacons of light” are produced not 

by information but by birth. The true change that will 

affect and impact positively on the world around a 

beacon of light must be informed by a birth within. The 

new creation man has experienced a birth and his life 

can give birth to other lives because he carries the life 

seed of Christ.  

 

The unrighteous man who fails to respond to the forces 

of change through birth experience administered by the 

life of the new creation man after Christ suffers 

confusion, self condemnation, inner guilt and he lives 

with anguish of soul.  

“There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked” (Is 

57 vs.21; 48 vs.22).  
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The only way of peace is to release oneself to 

experience a birth to become a new creation man after 

Christ. This new creation man is to constantly experience 

a growing in grace to qualify for the life of worship or the 

life in the spirit that is “signified” by the “Principal 

spices”.  

 

 “After the shekel of the sanctuary”  

The sanctuary has reference to the “Holiest of All” in 

the Tabernacle of Moses. Here there are the ark, the 

mercy seat and the Cherubims of glory shadowing the 

mercy seat. In the ark are contained the golden pot that 

had manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of 

the covenant. The ark, we are told, is laid round about 

with gold, (Heb 9 vs.1-5).  

The shekel of the sanctuary must be seen as having a 

life, which conforms to that which is represented by each 

of the listed items of the sanctuary. If the shekels of the 

sanctuary are symbolic of men, the lives of such men will 

measure with the quality of gold that covers the pot 

within and without.  

  

The pot is but earthen vessel that is laid “round about” 

with gold to paint the picture of the metamorphosis that a 

man undergoes to become the “shekel of the 

sanctuary”. Gold speaks of that which represents the 

divine character. A man becomes what he beholds. “But 

we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the 

glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image 

from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 

Lord”(II Cor.3 vs.18).  

God expects His people to submit to the life in the spirit, 

which corresponds to that which obtains in the typical - 

the sanctuary. When this happens, a vessel becomes 

the custodian of the divine mind through the spirit of 

revelation. This accounts for the manna inside the 

golden pot. Vessels that can lay claim to divine character 

in measure will also lay claim to divine mind by the spirit 

of revelation in measure. In fact, every word, every 

preaching, every counsel and everything in the name of 

the Lord, must be and will be measured according to that 

which the manna in the golden pot represents. The result 

is to reveal them who are God’s true servants as distinct 

from workers of iniquity.  
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The shekel of the sanctuary must reveal a life that 

conforms with that symbolised by the Ark of the 

Covenant.  

The underlining factor is a life of consecration that is 

informed by a life of covenant relationship that is 

empowered by a life in the spirit. The ark symbolises 

God’s presence. God’s presence goes with His Authority. 

Spiritual Authority relates to, and it is measured by that 

which obtains from true relationship with God. It is this, 

which commands true spiritual Authority. A shekel of the 

sanctuary will relate to a life of fellowship and 

communion in the spirit as to qualify for that, which is 

symbolised by those “Cherubims of glory”. There is a 

dimension of fellowship and communion, which brings a 

man under the “over-shadowing” influence of the wings 

of the Almighty. There is a dimension of glory, which is 

worked into a man while under the shadow of those 

wings! There is an insemination with a life seed, which 

produces the deeper life of Christ within; and there is a 

depth of peace, harmony and fulfilment, which can only 

be brought into birth between “the wings of the 

Cherubims”!  

That is the experience in the sanctuary of His presence; 

a life that conforms to the shekel and which life itself can 

be called the shekel of the sanctuary! 
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CHAPTER SIX 

 

…And of Oil Olive an Hin… 

 

“Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure 

myrrh five hundred shekels… and of oil olive an 

hin…”(Ex. 30 vs.23-24). 

 

“…And of oil olive an hin…”  

The oil specification to be used in compounding the 

principal spices was to derive from olive. Olive trees are 

called illuminating oil yielding trees. The manner of 

growth and development of an olive tree suggests slow 

but steady and constant growth into a large rough-

weather-resistant-skinned tree with leaves, which are 

evergreen and silvery underside. The leaves form a large 

crown to give a pleasant shade. The tree produces 

sweet-scented yellow flowers. The olive is a symbol of 

peace, beauty, patience, strength, consistence, 

prosperity prominence, brightness and ceaselessly 

flowing anointing. Over thirty percent of the tree is said to 

consist of oil. The oil from such a tree provides the 

medium for compounding God’s principal spices. 

 

It is instructive to note that God cares about the men and 

the women who are divine instruments. There are certain 

basic characters that a prospective tool in the hands of 

God must exhibit. Olive trees do not produce the oil in 

best quantities until they are between fifteen and thirty 

years. The lesson is in the necessity to follow God 

patiently and to allow a natural development process 

take its course in becoming men of anointing - the kind 

that offers the promise of producing the testimony that 

cannot be challenged and which produces confidence in 

the hearts of the people and brings glory to God. God 

raises men - anointed men. But they are men - not 

ordinary men. Yet, they are ordinary. God’s men are not 

products of necessity.  

Rather, they are men who are willing to freely offer 

themselves in order to fulfil the Father’s desire. They are 

not emergency products, rather they are experienced, 

they are tested, they are consistent and they are stable. 

Men who carry the qualities of the olive tree do not have 

motives to exploit God’s creation; they have a burning 

zeal to bless without upbraiding.  
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They are neither found to turn opportunity of a needy 

creation into commercial advantage.  

Their hearts readily bleed and are always willing to freely 

bless in the face of the abject need of the impoverished, 

creation. These are trees of olive: oil-yielding trees, 

which God in His power has reserved to redress   the 

fundamental problem of the material creation of which 

man is principal and central. These trees produce oil, 

which is sourced in the sanctuary of God’s presence but 

administered in free will offering before “the Father of 

lights” (James 1 vs.17), “With whom we have to do” 

(Heb 4 vs.13). Nothing is unusual or extraordinary about 

the olive tree in its standing, stature or posture. Nothing 

is suggestive of self esteem, self consciousness, self 

pride or self exaltation in the outlook of the olive tree 

even though it has everything that makes it special, 

extraordinary, unusual, sought for and essential for life, 

prosperity and preservation from rottenness.  

 

 

 

 

“Olive trees” are divine instruments that are God’s joker 

for the end of the Church age! They are His divine 

anchor-legs to bring to the climax all of divine plans and 

purposes; they are but ordinary men and women in their 

relationships with mortals; nonetheless they are to be 

men whose mere breadth arouses the heaven’s 

attention!  

Neither they nor the world of humans around them may 

consider them as unusual for they are but men in their 

ordinariness of life. However, because they have allowed 

God to complete a patient work of divine dealings in their 

lives, they are not as ordinary in the eyes of the heavens. 

When some unusual things seem to happen around 

them, and at their instance, they do not feel anything 

usual about themselves.  

 

Divine wisdom in the end of the Church age is to raise 

human elements from the ordinariness of life into the 

glorious estates of sons through consistent and 

progressive divine trainings and dealings inside divine 

crucible and furnace. This is consistent with scriptures: “ 

the fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: 

but the Lord trieth the hearts” (Prov. 17 vs.3).  
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Again, “the fitches are not threshed with a threshing 

instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about upon 

the cumin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff 

and the cumin with a rod.  

 

Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be 

threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart; 

nor bruise it with his horsemen. This also cometh 

forth from the Lord of hosts, which is wonderful in 

counsel, and excellent in working” (Is.28 vs.27-28). 

God’s divine instruments reserved for this hour and who, 

by prophetic scriptures, are to wield unprecedented 

anointing for power and authority are not likely to be men 

of noise and frivolity. Nothing in or about them will 

suggest them to be noisemakers, frivolous or men of 

devices to draw attention to self. The world will likely be 

taken unawares by a sudden emergence of ordinary men 

and women who carry the divine grace, favour, and hold 

the ace to bringing the entire creation under the Lordship 

of God’s Christ.  

 

The scripture spoke concerning Christ and said, “he 

shall grow up as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 

dry ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and 

when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we 

should desire, him” (Is 53 vs.2). This was the testimony 

of Christ who is the forerunner. If he who carries all of 

the divine grace and favour could be this “ordinary” what 

but a divine prophetic principle has been made plain for 

God’s instruments of deliverance for creation?  

It will and must happen if prophetic scriptures are 

anything to go by. All around are signs; the depth and 

the height of religion in Christendom today 

notwithstanding.  

They are themselves but sufficient heralding of a great 

but deep divine intervention in the ecclesia (the church) 

and in the Kosmos (the world social system). That there 

are a lot of fakes and noises and voices of confusion all 

around are convincing signs that something genuine, 

authentic, lasting, effective and durable is just around the 

corner. 

A glorious time awaits God’s material creation of which 

man is central.  
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A time of peace, beauty, deliverance, prosperity and 

brightness, the dawning of the day of glory and of the 

Lordship of Christ, God’s own son, is to be proclaimed 

upon creation. This proclamation shall be by and through 

the messengers of peace - God’s Olive trees! “How 

beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 

bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace, that 

bringeth good tidings of good; that publisheth 

salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!  

Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places 

of Jerusalem: for the LORD hath comforted his 

people, he hath redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD 

hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all the 

nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the 

salvation of our God” (Is 52 vs.7, 9-10). 

 

There is expectedly a ministry by righteousness, to flow 

forth in this hour; this ministry is to usher in a 

dispensation that will affect the destiny of the world and 

alter the course of nature. It is the ministry of the “olive 

trees”. Isaiah prophesying spoke partly of the Lord’s 

Christ and partly of this ministry.  

He said, “but with righteousness shall he judge the 

poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the 

earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his 

mouth (authority of the spoken word), and with the 

breath of his lips (the sprit o the word) shall he slay 

the wicked.  

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 

and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The wolf also 

shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 

down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion 

and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead 

them.  

And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young 

ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat 

straw like ox. And the sucking child shall play on the 

hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his 

hand on the cockatrice den. They shall not hurt nor 

destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall 

be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters 

cover the sea. And in that day there shall be a root of 

Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the people; 

to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be 

glorious.  
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And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD 

shall set his hand again the second time to recover 

the remnant of his people, which shall be left, from 

Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from 

Cush, and from Elam, and from the islands of the 

sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, 

and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 

together the dispersed of Judah from the four 

corners of the earth” (Is 11 vs.4-12). This is but a 

glorious ministry. This is but a glorious day of the earnest 

expectation of God’s groaning creation.  

 

The divine instruments that will herald such a day of 

which glorious things are spoken of, are not to be 

thought of as men and women who can be seen today 

as playing the harlot or “neighing with (their) 

neighbour’s wife” or “plowing with the Lord’s 

heifer’’. Samson challenged the philistines and said, “if 

ye had not plowed with my heifer, ye had not found 

out my riddle” (Judges14 vs.18). Samson is that for 

which the Lord Jesus is anti-typical. The Lord’s heifer is 

none but the apostate Church.  

Those who are ploughing with the Lord’s heifer in type 

are the religious opportunists who have taken and are 

taking advantage of the state of God’s people.  

God reprimanding the leadership in Judah and Israel 

standing in representative capacity for the whole nation 

of God’s people, said “thy children have forsaken me, 

and sworn by them that are no gods: when I had fed 

them to the full, they then committed adultery, and 

assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ 

houses. They were as fed horses in the morning: 

everyone neighed after his neighbour’s wife” (Jer 5 

vs.7-8). The Lord spoke further and said, “can the 

Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?  

Then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to 

do evil. I have seen thine adulteries, and thy 

neighings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thy 

abominations on the hills in the fields…. Wilt thou 

not be made clean? When shall it once be?” 

(Jer.13vs.23,27). Spiritual apostasy and harlotry provide 

for the quickest way to exclude any from being one 

among the divine instruments who shall herald the 

unveiling of the day of glory.  



 40 

The joyful sound lies in the fact that in every age, God 

has always preserved a “seven thousand in Israel, all 

the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and 

every mouth which hath not kissed him” (I Kings 19 

vs.18). 

 

Joel declaring with the veracity of a prophet that he was, 

spoke concerning the immutability of the mind of God as 

touching the day of glory and the messengers of peace 

who will proclaim this day.  

He said, “a day of clouds… as the morning spread 

upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; 

there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any 

more after it, even to the years of many generations.  

A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a 

flame burneth: the land is as the garden of Eden 

before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; 

yea, and nothing shall escape them. The appearance 

of them is as the appearance of horses; and as 

horsemen, so shall they run.  

 

 

Like the noise of chariots on the top of mountains 

shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that 

devoureth the stubble, as a strong people set in 

battle array. They shall run like mighty men; they 

shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall 

march every one on his ways, and they shall not 

break their ranks: neither shall one thrust another; 

they shall walk everyone in his path: and when they 

fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. They 

shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon 

the wall, they shall climb up upon the houses; they 

shall enter in at the windows… The   earth shall 

quake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the 

sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall 

withdraw their shining: and the Lord shall utter his 

voice before his army: for his camp is very great: for 

he is strong that executeth his Word:  

for the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; 

and who can abide it?” (Joel 2 vs.2-11). The company 

of men and women who will find expression in being part 

of the fulfilment of these words are not in a hurry under 

God.  
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They have the character of patiently waiting for their God 

to complete a work of patience in them through divine 

trainings and dealings.They are instructed in the spirit 

and informed in their hearts that God will make “every 

thing beautiful in his time” (Eccl 3 vs.11). They will not 

help things neither will they become “Uzzah” in matters 

spiritual for they know the price may be very high. They 

will not run ahead of God’s counsel. They will not work 

when God is not working neither will they be found doing 

what God is not doing. They are acquainted with both the 

spiritual implications as well as the demands for such a 

challenge that is divinely designed to impact positively on 

the entire creation. John the Apostle wrote, “every man 

that hath this hope in him purifieth himself even as 

he is pure”. (I John3 vs.3). The challenge is to submit 

unto God daily and allow Him to perfect a work of total 

purging of all the dross so that the real quality of the 

silver may appear.  

 

The words of the song by Thoro Harris may well rap 

these thoughts. Here goes the first stanza, “In these, 

the closing days of time, what joy the glorious hope 

affords.  

That soon - O wondrous truth sublime! He shall 

reign, King of kings and Lord of lords. He’s coming 

soon, He’s coming soon: with joy we welcome His 

returning; it may be morn, it may be night or noon - 

we know he’s coming soon”  
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

 

  …And of Oil olive an Hin… 

 

“Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure 

myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so 

much, even two hundred and fifty shekels… and of oil olive 

an hin” (Ex 30 vs.23-24).  

 

There is something funny and fantastic about the mind of 

religion. It can never be fruitful in things spiritual. Paul 

wrote, “the natural man receiveth not the things of the 

spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 

neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned” ( I Cor 2 vs.14). When God instructed 

concerning the use of oil olive to compound principal 

spices, and to anoint with it certain furniture within the 

tabernacle, and further to anoint with it priests and kings, 

He was probably not intending that men would turn oil 

olive into idolatry.  

 

 

 

A situation where everything is “anointing oil” which flies 

around in special bottles, suggesting bastardisation, 

sorcery and abuse of pure scriptural truths is nothing but 

pure idolatry!  

“Incenses”, “holy water” and “Psalms” have been used 

severally by men as though the living God is an idol who is 

to be served in some rigid religion with some set of static 

rules and formulae along with the use of some magic 

wands. The minds of men are full of imaginations and 

superstitions. Mind of religion is always to be hyperactive. 

It must work out some devices in order to impress men 

and keep them in bondage. So great was the amazement 

of Brother Paul at the level of superstition in Athens when 

he exclaimed, “ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all 

things ye are too superstitious” (Acts 17 vs.22). 

 

“…And of oil olive an hin”  

 

The oil which derives from olive trees symbolises richness 

and divine anointing in ceaseless flow and in abundance.  

The oil so symbolised has the capacity for use in pickling. 

It is eaten with “bread”. It is used to provide “light” in 

“lamps”.  
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Its importance is reflective of its regular use in the 

Tabernacle worship. Its availability ensures the “bread” of 

our God as well as His “light of understanding” and 

revelation. If oil olive becomes absent in the Tabernacle 

that spell doom for the whole nation of God.  

It is as vital as that. It is to singularly point to the relevance 

and the importance of the Holy sprit in the life of the 

believer. This is not to discountenance its use as a point of 

contact for faith particularly when it is so instructed in the 

spirit; however, the living God is not a static idol. What He 

instructed yesterday may not be what He is instructing 

now because He may have moved beyond that point today 

even if He may revisit it tomorrow by another instruction in 

the spirit. David is a man to learn from. He knows it may 

be very costly to go to battle today using the strategies of 

yesterday. Rather than act “foolishly”, he will “enquire” 

from the LORD whether he should go for that battle at all 

and if the divine answer is in the affirmative, the next 

question is how the battle may be fought. That is learning 

how to work with God! That is learning how to hear and 

obey God with the simplicity of Christ! 

 

 

“…And oil olive an hin…”  

It is to be noted that anything and everything that is God 

has God’s specification. Anything, which does not meet 

God’s specification, is considered in divine eyes as idolatry 

and rebellion. That was what killed Nadab and Abihu, two 

sons of a chief priest of Aaron’s status, in one day! 

(Lev.10vs.1-3).  

 

The Lord Jesus taught this principle when he declared, 

“verily, verily, I say unto you, the Son can do nothing 

of himself, but what he seeth the father do: for what 

things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son 

likewise” (John 5 vs.19). A hin is a measure of capacity.  

There is a specific measurement specification, which will 

work out God’s purposes. When an anointing is displayed 

and it does not conform to God’s specification, it will not 

produce the right results. It may create blackmail and 

confusion. One divine wisdom is that there were, there are 

and there will be men who have just sufficient capacity to 

contain God’s specification. God’s specification was for a 

hin; no more, no less. Anything less or anything more is 

confusion, imitation, and fake.  
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The lesson is in the need to find God in everything called 

ministry or Christian walk with the exactitude that it 

demands. There ought not to be pretences where this 

need for exactitude has not been met.  

 

“And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, 

an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary; 

it shall be an holy anointing oil” (Ex 30 vs.25).  

 

“Ointment” speaks of unction. It also means a 

consecratory gift. Unction is divine anointing by the Holy 

Spirit. It flows as a grace from within. It is the quickening 

received by the stirring of the Holy Spirit. Unction means 

divine empowerment. Unction ensures and ascertains the 

mind of God. Speaking by unction translates to being 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to speak the mind of God. 

To do the will of God, to walk in the will of God and to act 

according to divine order are all by divine empowerment 

called unction. The Lord Jesus said, “verily, verily, I say 

unto you, the son can do nothing of himself, but what 

he seeth the father do: for what things soever he 

doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise” (John 5 

vs.19).  

This is also possible by unction. By unction, inner vision is 

imparted and enabled. Unction confers the ability to know. 

There is a conscious “knowing” within when there is 

unction.  

 

Unction teaches. John the beloved said, “the anointing 

which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye 

need not that any man teach you: but…the same 

anointing teacheth you… all things, and is truth, and 

is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide 

in him” (I John 2 vs.27). The Holy Spirit is a divine 

teacher.  

He teaches. This He does by the inner empowerment 

called unction. “The comforter, which is the Holy 

Ghost, whom the father will send in my name, he shall 

teach you all things, and bring all things to your 

remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 

14 vs.26). The knowledge of the truth of the word of God 

gets unfolded to the hearts of men by unction. To 

understand the word, to preach and teach the word, all 

requires anointing. Divine unction or the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit empowers; by it the works of God can be done 

in God’s way, in God’s time and with God’s results.  
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The gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Revelation gifts, the voice 

gifts and the power gifts are all the acts of the Holy Spirit 

through divine unction or anointing. God said this unction 

or ointment, if it is to be approved by Him could only be 

“an ointment compound after the art of the 

apothecary” (Ex.30vs.25). The implication is that 

anointing can be faked! When anointing is faked or 

mimicked, it is not after “the art of the apothecary” It is 

the Spirit of God alone, it is only the Holy Spirit, who can 

ensure the right anointing that produces God’s result.  

 

The anointing, which does not comply with God’s 

specification according to the principles of the word and 

the laws of the Spirit can only produce confusion and lead 

to blackmail. True anointing is a work in the spirit. It is not 

physical or material though there can be instruction in the 

spirit to use physical “oil” as a point of contact for a 

specific purpose. Anointing is real and tangible; it is the 

medium through, which the Holy Spirit moves by diverse 

operations.  

 

Divine unction is nothing to attract material or financial 

benefits neither does it make for outright 

commercialisation.  

Seeking anointing or using anointing for such purposes or 

for some subtle motives is outright evil, wicked, rebellious 

and ungodly. The anointing is received free and 

whatsoever is accomplished by divine empowerment 

through the anointing must be done free. The contrary 

opens up a door for contamination, pollution, for fakes and 

outright falsehood.  

 

“Thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment” (Ex 

30 vs.25).  

“Ointment” not only means anointing, it also means  “a 

consecratory gift”.  

 

The Psalmist, foreseeing some of the benefits that would 

result from the death and the subsequent resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, prophesied. He said, “thou hast 

ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: 

thou hast received gifts (of) men….that the LORD God 

might dwell (among them)” (Ps 68 vs.18) Paul confirmed 

the prophecy as a new testament experience.  
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He said, “wherefore he saith, when he ascended up on 

high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts (of men)”  

(Eph 4 vs.8). God’s principal spices, which by divine 

instruction are to be mixed by God’s specification into a 

compound “an oil of holy ointment after the art of the 

apothecary” are to be seen in some perspective as gifts 

of men to the Body. They are “consecratory gifts”. They 

are both consecrated and at the same time God’s 

instruments to consecrate others. The qualities of the 

principal spices are the qualities expected of these gifts of 

men. When their lives cannot be seen as showing forth or 

projecting the qualities specified for the principal spices, 

blackmail result for the work of the Lord. 

 

“And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the 

congregation therewith, and the ark of the testimony 

and the table and all his vessels, and the candle stick 

and his vessels, and the altar of incense, and the altar 

of burnt offering with all his vessels, and the laver and 

his foot. And thou shalt sanctify them, that they may 

be most holy: whatsoever toucheth them shall be 

holy” (Ex 30 vs.26-29).  

 

It is instructive to note the use of “his” and not “its” along 

with the mention of the furniture of the tabernacle. The 

implication is that the furniture plays dual roles in prophetic 

scriptures. They are physical inanimate materials for the 

adornment of the tabernacle of worship in Moses’ day. 

However, they mean more than this today. The entire 

tabernacle of worship prefigured the Body to be raised 

after Christ.  

“Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a 

servant, for a testimony of those things which were to 

be spoken after; but Christ as a son over his own 

house, whose house are we, if we hold fast the 

confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the 

end” (Heb 3 vs.5-6).  

If the tabernacle symbolises the “house” of Christ 

“whose house are we” then the furniture of the 

tabernacle speak something about the people who adorn 

the “house”. Those furniture are men according to where 

they stand in and with God in the “Body”. They are also 

spiritual experiences indicating spiritual milestones in 

increasing dimensions. They also describe various 

aspects of the beauty of spiritual walk and God’s 

relationship with His people.  
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The importance of the consecratory gifts or the gifts of 

men cannot be over-emphasised. They are instruments to 

anoint the entire tabernacle and all the furniture. 

Availability of gifts of men and where they are standing in 

relation to consecration go a long way to determine the 

level of the consecration of the Assembly or the 

congregation of God’s people.  

The gifts of men are vital to the move and manifestation of 

the Holy Spirit. They have a major influence because they 

are God’s channels and media of divine expression. They 

are universal and not local. Although they find expression 

in the local assembly of their geographical location, they 

are God’s gifts to the entire Body. Their ministry and 

calling is not to start and end within the four walls of a 

denomination.  

 

When gifts of men build a local spiritual work around 

themselves, they are not able to fulfil the entire counsel of 

God designed for their calling. Gifts of men turning to 

“point men” become major hindrance for the 

manifestation of the full plan and counsel of God and it 

imposes some restraints and limitations on the move of 

the Holy Spirit. This is because divine order is violated. 

The inability for gifts of men to see and press into God’s 

total counsel can also be dangerous. They limit how far 

God’s people can press into perfection; their own lives can 

also be cut short as soon as they have fulfilled the vision 

they have carved for themselves. There is nothing as safe 

as walking in the full counsel of God. It opens up to realms 

of life and dimensions of spiritual experiencing of divine life 

and power that is limitless. The right expression can be 

described simply as “the power of an endless life”. 

God’s gifts of men are in spiritual governmental positions. 

They wield tremendous amount of spiritual power and 

authority but these must be purely rooted in the word and 

according to the principles of the word. The availability of 

gifts of men or “consecratory gifts” and the availability of 

the right composition and specification of “the oil of holy 

ointment” go a long way to determine the destiny of 

God’s people.  

This is in relation to “the ark of the testimony, the table 

and his vessels, the candlestick and his vessels, the 

altar of incense, the altar of burnt offering with his 

vessels, the laver and his foot”. 
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The ark of the testimony relates to God’s presence in 

the midst of His people.  

This implies God’s acceptance and approval of the 

spiritual work and walk with which His people are 

involved. Divine presence can be real and tangible. The 

evidence of divine presence can also be very 

convincingly real and tangible. “Thou hast received 

gifts (of) men… that the LORD God might dwell 

among them” (Ps 68 vs.18). To “dwell” means to 

lodge, to reside, to rest, to stay permanently, to abide 

and to have habitation. The availability and the 

presence of the gifts of men confirm the presence of 

God in the midst of the people. The greater the intensity 

and the integrity of the grace that are demonstrated by 

the gifts of men, the greater is the evidence of divine 

presence! There can be a lot that looks like the real but 

is most unreal. When the real is here, the world will 

know it. The real does not make noise. The fake does 

also not last.  

God stands by the real and causes it to abide and bring 

divine reverence and fear because it is according to 

God’s initiative and not man’s. May God’s people wait 

patiently for the real and the genuine glory. “… 

Though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely 

come, it will not tarry” (Heb 2 vs.3).  
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CHAPTER  EIGHT 

 

  … Tabernacle of the Congregation… 

 

“And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the congregation 

therewith, and  

the ark of the testimony, and the table and all his vessels, 

and the altar of incense, and the altar of burnt offering 

with all his vessels, and the laver and his foot. And thou 

shalt sanctify them, that they may be most holy: 

whatsoever toucheth them shall be holy” (Ex 30 vs.26-29). 

 

 

“And thou shalt anoint the tabernacle of the 

congregation…”  

 

The anointing which has its source in God emphasizes 

on the spiritual with attendant material benefits. While 

the scripture teaches that anointing breaks yokes, it is to 

be understood that it is to enable men serve God better. 

Presence of true anointing will have far reaching effects 

on the lives of the people.  

It distinguishes a living from a dead Church. A living 

church is not reckoned by number, but by life, power and 

testimony. It is reckoned by character. The difference is 

seen in the lives of the people in their inter-personal 

relationship with the immediate world around them. The 

litmus tests of a living church shows in the lives of the 

people in the conduct of official business: how faithful in 

the daily challenges in the office, in the family life, in 

business deals. True anointing reveals itself in sober 

living. It shows in truthfulness, justice and faithfulness 

when entrusted with power, authority, money, wealth and 

position of influence. True and unpolluted anointing will 

show in a life which is stable in judgement; it will not 

show partiality neither will it yield to temptation under 

pressure. A living church is a healthy assembly. 

Presence of divinely initiated anointing makes for a 

healthy assembly. Physical health is guaranteed and 

healthy inter-personal relationships are assured. Where 

true anointing is, there are no reasons for bickering, 

complaints and murmurings. When one hurts, others hurt 

also.  

When one is in pain, others are also in pain. True 

anointing brings fellowship.  
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In fellowship, there is no big “I” and small “you” neither 

is any alone who is left uncared for or unsought for. True 

church life flows effortlessly where true anointing is. All 

including physical healings and deliverances can be ours 

through true anointing without undue over-emphasis, 

which is able to bring a people to the fringes of 

divination, idolatry or witchcraft practices. The line may 

be very thin between manifestation of true anointing and 

mere witchcraft practices. In witchcraft are all forms of 

human manipulations, image making, self-esteem and 

self-exaltation. The use of “anointing” to project self 

rather than project God and His fear and all forms of 

stage show-manship is at the height of witchcraft 

manipulations.  

 

“And the ark of the testimony…”  

 

Divinely initiated anointing brings divine presence (the 

ark of the testimony) into the midst of God’s people. The 

ark of the testimony is anointed with the results that 

divine laws are worked into and written upon the hearts 

of men. 

 

 

“And the table and all his vessels”. 

Anointing does not consist in noise making or religious 

frivolity. It consists in the true knowledge of Christ 

through the word. The table is the table of “shew 

bread”. Anointing of the Holy Spirit motivates the 

teaching of the word with skill and gives power to 

understand for that is what imparts the true knowledge of 

God in the heart. The depth of the word of God in an 

assembly is a measure of the true anointing in their 

midst. This is not talking about the letter that killeth, but 

the Spirit, which giveth life.  

 

“And the candlestick and his vessels”.  
 

The Church of the living God is to shine the light of Christ 

into the world. The Church is the true witness of Christ. 

She is his mouthpiece. What the world sees of and in the 

Church is what the world knows of the Christ of the 

Church. Divinely initiated anointing motivates the true 

light and empowers the people to be a true witness of his 

life, his cross, his death and his glory. 
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“And the altar of incense”  
 

Anointing which is sourced in God promotes true 

worship. True worship consists in a life of total devotion, 

dedication and consecration. Worship does not only 

manifest in a life of prayer and life in the spirit, it aligns 

and harmonises us with the cross, the death and the life 

of Christ and all of the attendant implications. Altar of 

incense is a place of burning and the “smoke” which 

rises out of that which is burnt gives pleasure to the 

creator and is accepted by Him. At the altar of incense, a 

Christian’s experiences resulting from fires of trials can 

only give glory to God because his life is already given 

over to God; he is no longer his own. His testimony is 

one whose life is in harmony with that which the altar of 

incense depicts. It is: “I am crucified with Christ: 

nevertheless I live; yet not I but Christ liveth in me: 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 

faith of the son of God, who loved me, and gave 

himself for me” (Gal 2 vs.20). When the altar of incense 

is anointed, the implication is threefold. The first is that 

life in the spirit is enabled.  

Secondly, there are available men and women whose 

lives and testimonies are as altars of incense unto God.  

The third implication is that men and women are readily 

and more easily en-graced to have their lives become 

worship, an altar of incense to God.  

 

It is to be understood that in the shadow to which the 

altar of incense belongs, on the Great day of atonement 

the altar of incense moves into the Holiest of all. The 

great Day of Atonement in Israel according to the 

dispensation administered by the Law of Moses is a day 

of mass sorrowing and repentance by the nation of Israel 

and the attendant visitation in divine forgiveness is a 

work of grace. Such experience is reminiscent of an 

awaken-ness, a revival or a divine visitation. This leads 

to genuine repentance which results from deep heart 

searching and subsequent willingness to submit to a 

covenant relationship that establishes a life of 

consecration and the founding of a constant dwelling in 

the place of holiness that is not based on doctrine but 

which is rather based on revelation; the result is divine 

empowerment.  
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Zechariah prophesied, “in that day there shall be a 

fountain opened to the house of David and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for 

uncleanness.  

And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord 

of hosts, that I will cut off the names of the idols out 

of the land, and they shall no more be remembered: 

and also I will cause the prophets and the unclean 

spirit to pass out of the land” (Zech. 13 vs.1-2). When 

there are men whose lives under God and through the 

works of grace qualify as altar of incense and when such 

men find grace in the place of divine anointing, all forms 

of idolatry and falsehood are eliminated and pure 

ministry flows to the Church and the nations. What brings 

about the manifestation and the emergence of people of 

the altar of incense is the availability first of such men 

and women who are willing to have, produced in them 

the qualities of principal spices. This requires a work of 

patience in the divine school of spiritual dealings and 

processing. This is because the fallen nature is not rid-off 

in one single step of confessional recitation of the 

popular born-again prayer.  

The professionalized recitation made to become born-

again as we have it today can only result in mass factory 

produced  “born-agains” who are not born again.  

To be born again is an act of the Holy Spirit Who brings 

the revelation to an individual. It is revelation rather than 

recitation, which brings a birth.  

A birth is a step into life. When new life is born, we know 

it. The life that is born knows that something has 

happened. Its environment knows that something has 

happened. It is an experience. It is full of radical power 

because there is sealed up in that life that which is 

indestructible. There is energy. There is sealed within, a 

dynamo and there is bottled up a “zoe”. The combined 

duo - the “dunamis” and the “zoe” are a force beyond 

the natural. They break all the bands of sin and 

wickedness in the degenerate nature and the power to 

continue in the sin nature itself is lost. It is from this point 

the true journey into God begins. It is from this point that 

the Holy Spirit begins to work and produce a new nature 

in us. This is the nature typified in the shadow 

represented by the inherent properties and qualities of 

the principal spices.  
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“And the altar of burnt offering with all his vessels” 

There is a practice that finds meaning in asceticism.  

Here self-denial and leading a life of severe self-

discipline, which amounts to leading simple life devoid of 

mundane pleasures, dictates the general belief and 

practice. However there is something more vital, more 

real and more tangible dealing of God through the work 

of Grace.  

It does not express itself in personal efforts to be holy or 

in laws and regulations, which put the natural man in 

greater bondage. Rather, the Holy Spirit lays hold on 

willing hearts and malleable vessels and begins to effect 

the work of grace in such ones who will continually trust 

in the same grace for enablement to patiently walk in 

obedience. In the process of accomplishing this divine 

work, the Holy Spirit employs various tools of trainings 

and testing, dealings and processing, trials and 

tribulations all amounting to fire employed to burn out the 

chaffs of the human nature.  

When this is a work of the Holy Spirit, the grace to relate 

to the on-going experience is available. The attendant 

witness that this is of God is also present in the heart.  

This is what makes it different from the experience, 

which is nothing but asceticism. It also makes it different 

from that which is nothing but satanic malice.  

When satanic malice is released from hell, the vessel 

that God is dealing with knows and fights it. However, 

when the dealings are of the Lord, what the vessel is 

experiencing is in harmony with “the altar of burnt 

offering”. He is just being one of the “vessels” of that 

altar. It is at this altar that the life of a Christian gradually 

harmonizes with the work of the cross of Christ.  

The gospel that preaches all butter and bread is one 

sided and false. The life of a true Christian must find 

meaning in a balanced experience. Else, it will be 

meaningless to have light and darkness, night and day, 

rainy and dry seasons. Divine wisdom has so 

established these that there may be a balance and life 

itself may be more meaningful.  

 

“And laver and his foot” 

The laver is a silver bowl. Silver represents redemption. 

Redemption involves repentance, forgiveness and 

reconciliation made possible by the death of Jesus 

Christ.  
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The holy anointment or the anointing that is of the Holy 

Spirit promotes a genuine and lasting work of 

repentance, forgiveness and reconciliation.  

It is also capable of making vessels of ministry who are 

instruments of leading men into right encounter with 

genuine repentance with fruits. Genuine anointing will 

not only enable the experience of true reconciliation, it 

also makes out of us a vessel to reconcile others with the 

saviour. The laver is obtained from the broken looking 

glasses of women. This points to brokenness, which is 

an evidence of death to self-life. The looking glasses 

reveal attachment to the mundane things of the world 

and its vanity.  

Willingness to submit the looking glasses to be broken is 

what the Holy Spirit requires of us to become dead to 

self and to the world. The scriptural injunction says, 

“love not the world, neither the things that are in the 

world. If any man love the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the 

lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life, is not of the Father, but of the world. 

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof…” 

(1John2vs.15).  

The broken looking glasses express themselves in the 

damages done, by the Holy Spirit in us, to “the lust of 

the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life” 

that associate with our fallen nature.  

When we have obtained or are obtaining victory over the 

fallen nature as it expresses itself through the activities 

of the mind, then the implications of the laver find 

relevance in our lives. “And thou shalt anoint Aaron 

and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may 

minister unto me in the priest’s office” (Ex 30 vs.30).  

 

True priests with priestly hearts are raised when God 

finds men in whom He can produce the properties and 

the qualities of the principal spices. In Christ, we have 

the priesthood of all believers. This is a divine provision. 

In reality, it requires a heart to form a priest. A heart and 

not the mind must be given to produce a true priest. A 

heart relates with experience. An experience is a 

personal property. The characters in true priests are born 

out of genuine experience. Experience is real and 

tangible; hence, it is a testimony of life. Life can be real 

and tangible.  
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God’s principal spices are men in whom God has worked 

in certain characters, which are now personal 

experience. When this experience, which is founded in 

true relationship with God, comes under divine 

anointment, it sparks true priestly ministry, it promotes 

environment for genuine priestly consecration. God’s 

true priests are not religious robots or tailor-made 

totterers and chatterers.  

They are men and women who have their master’s heart, 

hear their master’s voice, carry out their master’s bidding 

and do their master’s pleasure. They are intercessors 

and watchmen. They are burden bearers and God’s 

spokes-men. They have wide shoulders to bear and 

large hearts to accommodate. They are strength to the 

weak and comfort to the sorrowful. They are all things to 

all men because as their master is, they also can be 

touched by the feeling of the infirmity of the people. This 

is but partly what true priestly ministry represents. When 

God’s principal spices bear the Lord’s anointing, not only 

will true priestly ministry emerge, they are ready vessels 

in divine hands to raise true priesthood. 

 

 

CHAPTER NINE 

 

… An Holy Anointing Oil… 

 

“And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, 

saying, this shalt be an holy anointing oil unto me 

throughout your generations. Upon man’s flesh shall it not 

be poured, neither shall ye make any other like it, after the 

composition of it: it is Holy, it shall be holy unto you. 

Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or whosoever putteth 

any of it upon a stranger, shall even be cut off from his 

people” (Ex 30 vs.31-33). 

 

 

Divine anointing is divine engracement. Where true 

anointing is there is made manifest divine power and 

authority. It is like a staff of authority. The carnal and the 

un-spiritual is bound to misuse and misdirect power and 

authority if he is entrusted with these. It will tend to provoke 

and arouse pride and arrogance, presumptions and 

selfishness. It is like a rod of oppression in the hands of the 

carnal. The carnal and the un-spiritual will use power and 

authority to bring men under his rule.  
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He will direct men’s attention to himself. There is bound to 

be self-esteem, feeling of self-importance and self-delusion 

thinking that the anointing for power and authority is 

present due to personal merit. The result will be to turn the 

anointing into selfish advantage and financial benefits. An 

un-tested man will use God’s anointing to destroy himself. 

By it cheap popularity is possible. The tendency will be to 

quickly forget the place of grace and mercy. How readily is 

it possible for a foolish man to forget that there is nothing 

that he has that he did not receive.  

 

“That ye might learn in us not to think of men 

above that which is written, that no one of you be 

puffed up for one against another. For who maketh 

thee to differ from another? And what hast thou that 

thou didst not receive? Now if thou didst receive it, 

why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?” 

(I Cor 4 vs.6a-7).  

 

Paul had to caution the Corinthian Church because these 

tendencies were already present. He had earlier hinted on 

the level of Grace this church has of God and he testified to 

the same.  

“I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of 

God which is given you by Jesus Christ; that in 

everything ye are enriched by him in all utterance, and 

in all knowledge; even as the testimony of Christ was 

confirmed in you: so that ye come behind in no gift…” 

(ICor.1vs.4-7a).  

 

The Corinthian church has been encouraged to “covet 

earnestly the best gifts” (ICor.12vs.31). It is also 

common knowledge that this church was “zealous of 

spiritual gifts” (ICor.14vs.12). Following the zeal and the 

openness of the Corinthian church for spiritual gifts, she 

can be said to excel. Paul testified of her and said, “now 

ye are full, now ye are rich…” (ICor.4vs.8a). God’s 

anointing is good and the resultant spiritual gifts are good. 

They are God’s gifts. However, for the un-tested man, the 

areas of his life not yet yielded to God will quickly rise to 

the fore and the result is self-destruction. This tendency 

showed along with the experience of the Corinthian church.  
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Because of the anointing and the spiritual gifts, they began 

to “reign as kings” “Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye 

have reigned as kings without us: and I would to God 

ye did reign that we also might reign with you” 

(ICor.4vs.8). When the cross has already worked and is 

working in a man’s life as we can see in Paul, anointing 

and spiritual gifts make no difference in the person of the 

man because he is already “dead” The story is different for 

an “un dead” man when anointing comes upon him. He will 

“reign as kings” He will use the anointing to divert attention 

to himself and receive the glory which belongs to the giver 

of the anointing.  

 

Self-glory, self-esteem, seeking of popularity, self-gain, all 

forms of human manipulations, pride, ego and 

Nilkolaitanism; sitting on the seat of Moses to “conquer” the 

people or sitting over God’s heritage as a small god 

manifesting all anti-Christ   traits are but a few among the 

evils that can show themselves in an un-tested life in the 

presence of anointing. A carnal and un-tested man cannot 

handle anointing without all or some of the carnal traits 

rearing up their head in his life.  

This is why God said to Moses, “upon man’s flesh shall it 

not be poured” (Ex 30 vs.32a). The carnal, spiritually un-

initiated man is not supposed to seek for anointing. First, it 

is necessary to attend to our hearts. It is safer to seek 

character and fruits than seek anointing and gifts to self-

destruction. Paul charged Timothy: “lay hands suddenly on 

no man, neither be partaker of other men’s sins…” 

(ITim5vs.22). Through the laying on of hands, there is 

transference and there is impartation. Both can be counter 

productive. If impartation is received by un-tested life it is 

not only evil, it leads fast to self-destruction. If transference 

is administered, part of the weak tendencies in both 

character and doctrines are bound to flow along. When 

hands are laid two “things” are transferred: the “things” of 

God that is, the anointing if it is there and the things of the 

man who is laying his hands. Timothy is a tested man. The 

cross has worked and is still working in him. He however 

needs not impart the anointing on just any vessel. God is 

not interested in mass factory produced “Pastors” and 

“Reverends” and “deacons” and “deaconesses”. He is 

interested in men with character and fruits. Evidence of 

character and fruits is evidence of Christ within! The Christ 

within is Christ the conqueror.  
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“Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the 

world” (I John 4 vs.4). “We are (also) more than 

conquerors through him that loved us” (Rom.8 vs.37). It 

is “Christ in you, (which) is the hope of glory” (Col 1 

vs.27). We are to seek Christ who gives the anointing and 

not the anointing. Anointing is not an end in itself. Titles, 

conferments, and “ordinations” give false report of us.  

They tend to make us feel more spiritual than we are. If 

there must be “ordination” which term sounds scriptural, it 

must not only be instructed in the spirit, the vessels must 

be tested. Stephen and his colleagues were supposed to 

be “deacons” but apparently, they were men of honest 

report. They were full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom. (Acts 

6 vs.3). We had additional information about Stephen. He 

was “full of faith and power” (Acts 6 vs.8). When hands are 

laid on such men, God’s results are obtained. 

 

“Neither shall ye make any other like it, after the 

composition of it: it is holy and it shall be holy unto 

you” (Ex 30 vs.32).  

 

Anointing is attractive. No doubt, tendency is that every 

“Christian” wants anointing.  

Some can be so desperate that they pray and fast for 

anointing, call it anointing for service! The reason sounds 

plausible as it sounds spiritual. When the “anointing” is 

seemingly not producing “results”, some tendencies can 

show up. Human manipulations, over emphasis, divinations 

and witchcraft practices can be ready tools to justify the 

“anointing”. Stagecrafts, mimicking, hypocrisy and outright 

falsehood and fraudulence are all evidence of wrong 

motives. Evidence abounds that genuine Christians clearly 

manifest these vices. A typical example for our learning 

and instruction was recorded in the Acts of the Apostles.  

 

“But there was a certain man, called Simon, which before 

time in the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the 

people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great 

one: to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the 

greatest, saying, this man is the great power of God. And to 

him they had regard because that of long time he had 

bewitched them with sorceries.  

But when they believed Philip preaching the things 

concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 

Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. THEN 

SIMON HIMSELF BELIEVED ALSO.  
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And when he was BAPTIZED, HE CONTINUED with Philip, 

and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which 

were done. Now when the apostles which were at 

Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of 

God, they sent unto them Peter and John: who, when they 

were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive 

the Holy Ghost: for as yet he was fallen upon none: only 

they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then 

laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy 

Ghost. And when Simon saw that through laying on of the 

apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them 

money, saying give me this power…” (Acts 8 vs.9-19).  

 

Simon was “born-again” and was baptized in water. He was 

among the Samaritans who “received the word of God” 

through Philip and “continued” as a Christian. However, the 

residual problems had not been finished with when he 

sought the “power” and this he did in desperation. The 

heart disposition and the motives of Simon is a simple 

revelation of the heart of many but this may not be known 

to them.  

 

“The heart (of man) is deceitful above all things, 

and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 

(Jer.17vs.9). 

 

 Anointing and gifts may be sought with wrong motives 

without knowing. “God trieth the hearts and reins” 

(Ps.7vs.9; see also Jer.11vs.20; Jer.17vs.10 and Rev 2 

vs.23). It is as we genuinely seek God, His character and 

nature that we can encounter true anointing, gifts and 

power. For then is it possible for God to show us our hearts 

and teach us how to deal with them. And as we patiently 

follow Him in the step wise and daily instructions, the result 

is genuine anointing and power.  

 

 

The reverse order is not only dangerous it is destructive. 

Peter spoke sternly to Simon the sorcerer,  

 

“thy money perish with thee, because thou hast 

thought that the gift of God may be purchased with 

money. Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: 

FOR THY HEART IS NOT RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF 

GOD.  
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Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and 

pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be 

forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in the gall of 

bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity” (Acts 8 vs.20-

23).  

 

How many of the lot of Simon the sorcerers have been 

“ordained” in this evil day? How many of such are in the 

garb of “deacons” and “Reverends” and “pastors” and all 

sorts. Many of the titles come in handy may be because of 

some material “advantage” the beneficiary has over others: 

position of influence, political manoeuvre, financial 

advantage or simple undue favour. This is possible only in 

the transition.  

 

“The glory of this latter house shall be grater 

than of the former, saith the LORD of hosts” (Hag 2 

vs.9).  

 

When the transition is over and the glory that is promised 

returns in its fullness, there are many who are wearing 

such garbs today who will voluntarily strip themselves of 

them.  

The matter is not in the garb. The matter is not in the title. 

The matter may not even be in the “ordination”. The matter 

is seeking God and His righteousness. The matter is, 

knowing God and His awfulness and giving Him the glory, 

the reverence and the respect, which belong only to Him. It 

is He Who of His own volition, through His own initiative, in 

His own time vindicates His Name, and defends His glory.  

 

This does not prevent genuine desire and seeking God for 

genuine gifts in the proper way by proper people in proper 

timing; however there must be appropriateness in 

emphasis. Moreover, in the administration of anointing and 

power, there must be modesty and soberness. 

 

 “Upon man’s flesh shall it not be poured, neither 

shall ye make any other like it, after the composition of 

it: it is holy and it shall be holy unto you” (Ex 30 vs.32).  

 

Paul made a clear distinction between two classes of 

people when he wrote to the Romans. The first class are 

“in patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and 

honour and immortality, eternal life”.  
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The second category “are contentious, and do not obey 

the truth, but obey unrighteousness” He summarised 

his thoughts as he prayed: “but glory, honour, and peace, 

to every man that worketh good… for there is no 

respect of persons with God” (Rom 2 vs.7-11). 

 

“Whosoever compoundeth any like it, or 

whosoever putteth any of it upon a stranger, shall even 

be cut off from his people” (Ex 30 vs.33).  

 

There is hardly anything that is an original, which does not 

also have the counterfeit. Every true and genuine 

“spirituality” has its imitation. “….It must needs be that 

offences come; but woe to that man by whom the 

offence cometh!” (Mt.18vs.7). The word “offence” in the 

Greek root means “crooked thing” “distortion” “perversion”. 

Call it imitation! Two instructions are clear from Ex 30 

vs.33. God detests imitating His true anointing. He also 

hates that His anointing be imparted on a stranger - an 

unworthy vessel. The two are evil. They are wickedness. 

They are acts in rebellion. They are signs of anti-Christ 

spirit. The two attract the same judgement - being cut off.  

This judgement is worse than being “stoned to death” 

which is like the greatest punishment under the Old 

Testament economy. The seriousness of this judgement 

reveals how God views imitation of his anointing and power 

and imparting His anointing on unworthy vessels for selfish 

motives and selfish ends which amounts to “laying hands 

suddenly on (any) man”! A number of such evils are 

publicly perpetrated in the Church in this transition. These 

spell doom and destruction on the “doom’s day”, the day of 

the Lord’s glory when His jealousy will burn afresh for the 

glory of His house! “I the LORD thy God am a jealous God” 

(Ex 20 vs.5). In this hour of preparation, the Lord’s great 

expectation for His people is to come before His search 

lights and examine themselves and come to the place of 

genuine repentance before that great day of glory - the day 

of divine visitation. “Examine yourselves, whether ye be 

in the faith; prove your own selves…” (IICor.13vs.5).  
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CHAPTER TEN 

 

…Sweet Spices… 

 

“And the LORD said unto Moses, take unto thee 

sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; these 

sweet spices with pure frankincense: of each shall there be 

a like weight…” (Ex 30 vs.34).  

 

Two vital divine instructions were given to Moses as regards 

spices. One concerns principal spices, the other sweet spices. 

The first has to do with ointment or the anointing oil while the 

other has to do with incense or perfume of worship. One 

concerns that which comes from God to man while the other 

concerns that which man offers back to God in return. The two 

require specifications and conditions to forestall abuse and 

genuine mistakes.  

 

“Take unto thee sweet spices, stacte…” (vs. 34).  

 

Stacte is an aromatic gum. The word stacte means to 

ooze freely or distill gradually.  

It means to fall in drops, to prophesy or speak by 

inspiration. Four Hebrew words were frequently used in 

connection with the word “to prophesy” in the Old 

Testament. They are (without including their intonation 

signs), “naba” “neba”, “chaza” and “nataph”. The 

word “stacte” is Hebrew “nataph”. When in Micah, the 

prophet said, “prophesy ye not, say they to them that 

prophesy: they shall not prophesy to them, that they 

shall not take shame” (Mic. 2 vs.6). The word 

“prophesy” in all of the three times it appears in this 

one verse is Hebrew, “nataph” which is the same which 

translates to “stacte” in the Lord’s instruction regarding 

the matter of the sweet spices in Ex 30 vs.34). In a most 

general sense, every Christian is a “prophetic vessel” 

–God’s mouthpiece. In another consideration, God is 

calling for men and women for His mouthpiece.  

In yet another perspective, there are men and women 

who stand in strength and are determined to be God’s 

mouthpiece, God’s spokesmen. To stand on this 

pedestal calls for some vital demands, principal among 

which is to be dedicated unto God in worship. “Stacte” 

are in type symbolising God’s spokesmen, the divine 

mouthpiece.  
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God’s true mouthpiece(s) are expected to be sweet 

spices, sweet incenses or aromatic substances in His 

presence. Sweet incense relates to character and 

testimony. Divine mouthpiece must be able to stand 

above board in character, in testimony, in word, in deed, 

in mannerisms, in conduct, in the office, in business and 

in inter-personal relationships with others. God’s 

mouthpiece cannot afford to be crooked but be straight in 

daily challenges. God’s spokesmen will be able to raise 

their heads any time and every time. There are general 

standards and demands to be met by an average “born-

again”. For those who desire a closer walk with God, 

extra demands for consecration are placed upon them. 

These are not carnally imposed disciplines as in ascetic 

practices, but a conscious walk in grace realising the 

stakes involved in failure. Demands are costs that are 

paid to maintain a close touch with God. The price, which 

is paid is not as much as to show how important we are, 

rather it shows our depth of love for Him and for 

protection and defence of His glory. The way God’s 

vessels live their lives in private and in public is both vital 

to God as it is vital to His people.  

A spiritual man’s life is neither independent nor is it in 

isolation with regards to the life of the spiritual Nation 

called the mystical Body of Christ. This is why God’s 

“stacte” are to be divinely sourced because they are 

people with spiritual destiny whose destiny not only 

affects the destiny of individual persons, the Church but 

indeed the destiny of the whole world. This is why God 

has to give such depth of attention with such fine details 

as to the specifications of these “spices” 

 

“And onycha…”  

 

Onycha are some aromatic shells found on some sea 

and oceanic shores. These shells belong to some 

animals with soft inner bodies but hard outer shells. God 

is a God of mercy and of unlimited grace. He not only 

stretches His gracious hands on those already “within” 

but also those who are yet “without”. His attention, His 

love, His care and providential grace not only cover they 

that fear Him, He extends His hands to them, which are 

“afar off”. Scripturally, seas speak of seas of humanity 

in its wild uncultivated, degenerate, debased, degraded 

and fallen nature.  
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God sees beyond human weakness, human 

debasement, human degradation and fallen nature. Right 

while man is still deep in his sins and lost in the world 

without any thought nor hope of God, God’s mercy and 

love seeing beyond the man flows towards him in deep 

compassion. God has a plan for him. He sees the man 

neither as the man sees himself nor as the world sees 

him. He sees the man with the eyes of God. The eyes of 

God are the eyes of mercy and love. His binoculars look 

through His provision in redemption. He knows that his 

plan of redemption provides for the worst sinner. While 

the man out there hates Him, curses Him, and detests 

hearing His name, there is a love deep down in His heart 

reaching out for the man. That is the explanation for 

God’s call for the “Onycha(s)”, the men and women 

who are supposedly lost in the world, who you think have 

not hope but of destruction, yet God harvests them but in 

love. While their actual aromas are wickedness and evil, 

men and women murderers receiving curses and cries of 

vengeance from the innocent blood they have shed, God 

perceives different odour of them, the aroma of the 

redemptive provision in His Son, Jesus Christ. That 

sounds contrary to God’s nature, you will say. 

Nevertheless, that exactly is God’s nature. He needs the 

“onycha(s)”.  

That was why it was possible for men like Sankeys and 

Alexandras - used to be worldly musicians, to have 

become cherished Holy Ghost inspired songwriters. 

They were men that God’s hands of love caught and 

harvested in the Holy Spirit revival of the early twentieth 

century, the early nineteen hundreds.  

 

“Known unto God are all his works from the 

beginning of the world” (Acts 15 vs.18).  

 

This was the lesson Peter learnt of God in the matter of 

Cornelius. Peter concluded that God’s thoughts and 

ways transcend those of man.  

Peter’s words, “of a truth I perceive that God is no 

respecter of persons” (Acts 10 vs.34). Cornelius was 

one of God’s  “onycha(s)” 

“And onycha…”  

 

The word “onycha” is Hebrew, “to roar”. It also means 

a “lion”, and a “fierce lion”. There are two basic 

aspects to the nature of a lion.  
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One is its boldness, which places it over other animals. It 

is fearless. The second conspicuous aspect is the very 

lion in the lion. It tears its preys and consumes them. 

When the Scriptures refer to the Lord Jesus Christ as the 

Lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev 5 vs.5), reference is to the 

boldness and the fearlessness with which the Lord faced 

his mission of redeeming the world. When on the other 

hand prophet Ezekiel referred to the prophets in Israel as 

“roaring lion(s) ravening the prey” (Ez.22vs.25), the 

reference is to the nature of lion in tearing and devouring 

its prey. In the vision of Ezekiel, “the four living 

creatures” each has the face of a man, the face of a lion 

the face of an ox and the face of an eagle (Ez.1 vs.4-11). 

On the other hand, John the beloved informed of “four 

beasts” or “four living creatures in the midst of the 

throne, and round about the throne”  

Each of these “four beasts” also has the face of a lion, 

the face of a calf, the face of a man and the face of a 

flying eagle (Rev 4 vs.6-8). The two revelations relate to 

the same information but in two dispensations of God’s 

dealing with man.  

 

In Ezekiel’s vision, the Ox face identifies man in his 

natural state when he trusts in his strength, his energy 

and his wisdom; when he has confidence in himself and 

his natural abilities. In the version of the vision by John, 

the face of the calf identifies the man who is fully 

redeemed. He has lost his strength; he has lost 

confidence in himself; he has ceased from his own 

labours. He depends now on God as a calf depends on 

another for strength and for care. Hence the only 

vocation of the redeemed man: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord 

God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come” 

Every man has this lion face which relates to boldness. 

The natural man has in addition the inherent ability to 

tear and devour. When God called for “onycha” for use 

as one of the sweet spices, His call was to man with 

either of the two or both aspects of the lion-nature and 

character. The man whose lion-nature has been or is 

being redeemed has lost or is losing that, which tears 

and devours; he is real material for God’s needed sweet 

spice - onycha! The man, whose lion nature is still in its 

natural, unredeemed state; God needs him so He can 

transform that wild, uncultured nature through the 

instrument of Christ.  
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Such was Paul the apostle, a murderer that he was, yet 

God went all out for him, transformed him and used him 

for His glory. What an “onycha”! 

 

“And galbanum…”.  

 

Galbanum is a fatty aromatic gum. It comes from the root 

word in Hebrew, which means fatness; richest; choicest 

or choice part, best, finest, essence and life. God spoke 

to Aaron, “out of all your gifts ye shall offer every 

heave offering of the LORD of all the best thereof, 

even the hallowed part thereof out of it” (Num 18 

vs.29).  

Galbanum relates to the worship that a priest brings or is 

to bring to the Lord. Every Christian is supposed to be a 

priest unto God in the present dispensation. Peter said, 

“ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an 

holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew 

forth the praise of him who hath called you out of 

darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Peter 2 vs.9). 

Priestly calling is the highest calling for a believer and it 

is a life of worship to God. In priestly walk is required a 

man’s all and a man’s best.  

The greatest vocation to the Old Testament believer is to 

“love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and all 

thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deut 6 vs.5). 

Evidently, if God requires all from the believer, there is 

nothing left that a believer has for himself or for another. 

The implication is that God becomes first in the believer’s 

consideration. The matter is no longer how a believer 

feels or his interest affected in a matter. It is a matter 

neither of who he offends or who’s feeling he hurts. His 

primary consideration is how is the interest of the Lord 

affected? The basis for choice or consideration is no 

longer self; the basis is the matter of the kingdom. This is 

what now dictates other things in his life. His career, his 

marriage, what he does and what he does not do; all are 

determined based on the Lord’s interest. This is an 

aspect of worship that many “supposed to be servants 

or men of God” have subtly robbed the sovereign Lord 

of today. A good lot have taken the worship, which 

belongs only to God, and are receiving the ultimate 

attention, which is supposed to be for the Lord. When the 

worship that belongs to God is given to man or is taken 

by man; either way, it is pure idolatry. This is one of the 

greatest evils in Christendom today.  
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It is the root behind the hierarchical setting of the 

ecclesiastical order, which gave birth to secretarianism in 

the church. This has eroded much of the beauty and the 

glory and the power, which come with loving the Lord, 

thy God “with all thing heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy might” The Lord wants the best from 

His people. He requires undivided interest, unalloyed 

and unqualified loyalty and allegiance from his people.  

Priestly worship bothers on maximum consecrated living 

and separation from all the mundane things of life. True 

worship makes a believer to live a constant life in the 

awful consciousness of God for that is his life. In true 

worship, a man is not a “Christian on Sunday” while he 

is a devil on other days of the week. In true worship, a 

man is not an “angel” in the church but a bad leg in 

business or in the office; a Christian in the church but a 

devil, rogue, robber, womaniser and murderer in the 

secular world. True worship is not how much material a 

man gives to “bribe” God while his heart is given over to 

worship of money and material wealth that he acquired 

by hook or by crook. Today’s gospel is a lot lopsided. It 

gives a wrong impression about God and paints him in 

bad light.  

The understanding of many “worshipers” in the church 

is also much distorted. A “Christian” today thinks once 

there is good music by strong musical teem, skilful 

stagecraft by the preacher and once he is able to sustain 

a regular fat tithe card that is all that there is to 

Christianity. Ironically, all these are the true indices of 

religion. Very many innocent souls that flock the 

“Churches” are successfully schooled to becoming a 

bunch of religionists who know how to parrot the words 

of the “born-again” but lack the experience.  After all, 

being “born-again” today can be an “art” rather than 

an experience, information in the head rather than a true 

birth brought forth by the process of birth pangs. The 

gospel of Christ is half preached and the “born-agains” 

that result are half-baked. One side of the coin is to 

present a God who is destitute of crowd and wants 

“number counts” on His side as though His strength 

lies on how many half baked, half hearted “Christians” 

He can have on His “membership list” To the contrary, 

God wants the choicest, and He wants the best! He 

needs men and women who are prepared and 

determined to give Him their best and this begins with 

their hearts. Once God has the hearts, he has all.  
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God does not require a man’s materials he wants his 

heart. Give him a man’s heart, he has the man’s all. In 

return, he blesses the man with his life, nature and 

character.  

In return, he bestows on the man his grace, power and 

his glory. This blessing comes only as a man gives his 

life over to God in pure worship. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER ELEVEN 

 

…Pure Frankincense… 

 

 

“And the LORD said unto Moses, take thou unto 

thee sweet spices, state, and onycha, and galbanum; these 

sweet spices with pure frankincense…” (Ex.30vs.34).  

 

“Sweet spices with pure frankincense”.  

 

Frankincense must have derived its root name from its 

whiteness. Whiteness symbolises righteousness. It 

symbolises purity. It also points to innocence. It is a mark 

of victory in war. Frankincense is considered the most 

important of the incenses. The spices represent the 

people, their calling, what they offer to God and to man, 

and how they fulfil their mission. Frankincense on the 

other hand puts finger on their nature and character 

which are imputed and a walk of faith. Righteousness is 

the nature and the attribute of the Lord. Incenses are 

symbolic of the people but what makes the people 

accepted is the imputed righteousness.  
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Righteousness is an important factor in the lives of the 

people of God’s presence. It is key to life in the spirit. It 

comes by a work of the Holy Spirit along with man’s 

cooperation. It starts in faith and ends in faith. Faith itself 

is an act of grace yet with man’s part to play in the 

abandonment of his will. The greatest blockade against 

righteousness is the conflict of the personal will. The 

greatest conflict a man has is his personal will. For that 

touches his ego. The last thing a man wants to loose is 

his ego and the first thing that God wants to destroy in 

man is his ego. When that ego is still active while the 

work of grace is evident in a man’s life, the man is 

constantly reminded that there is still his ego to be slain 

upon the altar of sacrifice.  

That, which if it dies in man, amounts to the man having 

died, is his ego. Once that dies, the man’s will in any 

matter has gone and the struggling with God over any 

matter is over. The work of grace as it evidences in 

righteousness becomes glaring to the un-searching eye. 

Ego is a god in man. It is that which readily places itself 

in the place of God in a man’s life. Remove the ego and 

the work of righteousness is revealed. A journey into 

righteousness begins in the heart.  

Righteousness does not consist in externalities though 

externalities can signal righteousness. A good many men 

of God have devised many human creations supposing 

these to mean righteousness. Such devices of men 

place the first emphasis on human appearance. The 

foolish thinking is once a man complies with certain 

specifications and modes of outward appearance and 

conforms to certain religious moulds, then it can be said 

that the man is godly; the man is righteous. This is 

laughable as it results in mere futility. Doctrines of men 

will at best put man in greater conflict and greater 

bondage. The complication and complexity in man touch 

on his fallen nature. His is already a debased nature, 

whatever façade and plastic face it wears to mask its 

true appearance notwithstanding; cage it in the cave and 

wrap it over in a clothe so it will not see the natural light, 

it can only behave its true identity in any given situation! 

This is man’s sad story. When the light of the Holy Spirit 

reaches a man’s life, it will reveal some as having their 

conscience already seared as it were with hot iron. They 

are resolved to pursue their own course in this world in 

exactly the opposite direction to God’s ways and 

demands.  
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The scriptures recognise such as “speaking lies in 

hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot 

iron” (I Tim 4 vs.2).  

 

Another group of people are those with unresolved 

conflict of wills. They are willing to know and serve God. 

They not only cherish being called names in identification 

and association with God, they go for revered titles to 

show them as playing frontal roles in the things of God.  

The greatest problem however is the inability to let go 

personal wills and desires even when they are in direct 

conflict with God’s perceived purposes. The irony is that 

God blesses a man’s desires once He recognises that a 

man knows God’s will but desires to pursue his own. The 

most fearful thing is that success in “ministry” is not a 

sign or a mark of God’s approval of our ways. All who 

are sincere know this. An ass was used of God for a 

season to fulfil a purpose. After having fulfilled that 

purpose, it was discarded. That itself can be a sign of 

judgement. That itself can be part of God’s 

righteousness so that no flesh can be justified before 

him. What a prophet Balaam was! He had a sad end! 

The same goes for Eli.  

Several other examples abound in scriptures. God can 

bless a man’s ways and yet he may not enter the 

ultimate purposes of God.  

 

There are also those who recognise God’s will as distinct 

from theirs; they are willing to do God’s will; they keep 

depending on and trusting in Him daily knowing that 

without Him they can do nothing. The desire to please 

God and do His will becomes the driving force, nay the 

impetus to live their lives in constant prayers, fastings 

and worship to attract divine presence constantly to their 

“heavens”. The divine presence continues in them a 

gradual work of purging, sanctifications and “burnings” 

with the fire of His love. The more such experiences go 

on in a man’s life the more victory he gains. This is the 

way of consecration. They who readily submit to a work 

of consecration have their hearts as babes! Simple 

hearted!  
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Soft hearted! They are always willing to know their 

spiritual lack, and always crying for help! It is better to be 

found, associated with these category of God’s seekers 

who the scriptures refer to as the “poor of the flock” 

than to wear a hundred “chain” titles that accomplish 

nothing in a man than reveal his folly as a man whose 

knowledge of God has not bruised the ego in him! 

Righteousness begins in the heart.  

A man’s desires, a man’s will, a man’s ambitions; they all 

reveal where a man stands on the index of 

righteousness. Being a Christian is one thing, identifying 

with a walk of righteousness is another. Many are wont 

to shun righteousness and shy from it because its 

demands they are not willing to fulfil. The demands in a 

walk of righteousness begin in humility. A man that 

thirsts for a righteous walk will first forget who he is and 

be willing to receive a rebuke from as small a lad as a 

Samuel is to Eli. Besides, a man will be willing to loose 

all worldly accolades, fame, sense of personal 

achievement and indeed, worldly associations and 

affiliations. His love and desire to please God will 

override his concern for public opinion about him.  

He who is driven by an inner sense of winning popular 

opinion of himself or who enjoys praise singing or worse 

still he who can be touched by his achievements will 

know nothing of the demands for righteousness. Natural 

man says “the voice of the people is the voice of 

God” but this is but sheer folly in relation to the things of 

the Spirit. The true index is this, what man popularly 

accepts is most likely very averse to the ways of God 

and that which is acceptable to Him. This is because the 

ways of man are opposite to the ways of God. Man’s 

thoughts are contrary to God’s thoughts. Man’s 

judgement is based on faulty and imperfect indices 

whose lives are transient and whose values keep 

changing. God’s indices are more durable as they are 

reliable. The Lord Jesus said, 

 

 “that which is highly esteemed among men is 

abomination in the sight of God” (Lk 16 vs 15). “ My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 

ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens 

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways, and my thoughts than your 

thoughts” (Is.55vs. 8-9).  
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Paul said “we look not at the things which are seen, 

but at the things which are not seen; for the things 

which are seen are temporal; but the things which 

are not seen are eternal” (2Cor.4vs18).  

 

To walk in righteousness will most likely strip us of 

earthly glory and probably make us walk as any other 

man for what makes the difference is but grace and not 

what we are and what we are not. Love and desire for 

righteousness will probably sentence a man to a life of 

“withdrawal” and “confinement” because what he 

comes up against daily as touching the affairs of the 

world, whether in religion or politics or business or 

secular affairs, are what most likely increase his pains 

and his aches. He is likely to be grieved daily when he 

sees hypocrisy and man’s emptiness. He is likely to be 

grieved when he sees man’s injustice and wickedness. 

He is likely to be grieved when he sees oppression and 

dehumanisation. He is likely is to be grieved when his life 

and his words avail nothing in the lives of those around 

him or those who are hearing him. No wonder it was 

written of the saviour, “he is despised and rejected of 

men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief…” 

(Is.53vs.3). One side of these scriptures expresses the 

saviour’s identification with man’s state of need and help; 

the other side expresses how and what a righteous man 

feels when he comes close to wickedness. This was the 

plight of Noah. This was the experience of Moses. John 

the Baptist could not touch the religious hypocrisy and 

human wickedness with a finger in his day. 

Righteousness manifests indignation in the midst of lies, 

hypocrisy, cheating, robbery and wickedness. 

Righteousness though a matter of the heart, manifests 

on the outside. A man’s words and actions, a man’s 

desires, the things a man falls in love with, a man’s 

tastes, all will reveal a man’s heart as regards 

righteousness. If a man presents sweet spices without 

the addition of frankincense, they will be but strange 

incense before God. What commends the spices to God 

is the frankincense. Of the three gifts presented to the 

baby Jesus by the wise men, frankincense was one.  

 

“…And when they had opened their treasures, 

they presented unto him gifts; gold, and 

frankincense, and myrrh” (Mt 2 vs.11).  
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Gold speaks to us about the nature and character of the 

saviour. It speaks about righteousness. It does not 

corrode. It does not fade in glory. It does not reduce in 

value. It glitters. Frankincense speaks of the righteous 

offering of him-self in holy and acceptable sacrifice. In 

him is righteousness. And from him is righteousness. He 

has righteousness within and offers righteousness 

without. Gold relates to his vessel. Frankincense is that 

which he offers: righteousness, which finds expression at 

two levels: righteousness within, in the heart, which only 

God sees. Righteousness without as a smoke which God 

smells and whose odour He accepts and takes pleasure 

in. This relates to that which is known of us by men. It is 

not enough to feel justified in ourselves feeling in us that 

“God understands” what we are, what we are doing 

and the why’s of all about us. That which is the public 

testimony of us must also give glory to God and not 

blackmail His testimony. Then we can safely say that we 

are relating to gold as well as to frankincense. Myrrh 

expresses the experiences, the dealings, the trials, the 

rejections, the loneliness, the pains, the grief, the 

humiliations and abasements; all bitter learning by the 

things which are suffered.  

These God use to bring forth both the gold and the 

frankincense, for all walk with God must begin and end in 

righteousness.  

 

The irony in spiritual walk is that a man cannot rightly 

assess himself until he has shed all religious garb of 

ecclesiastical pride and self-enthronement. Men that 

ever walk with God are men of ashes and at no time will 

they abandon the life of ashes and still suppose they are 

where they were with God. Jesus rode on an ass. May 

be that was not the most glamorous way of entering 

Jerusalem.  

Riding on a white horse would probably have sounded 

more glamorous for a conqueror and an over-comer, he 

who has triumphed in battle even if that is only signal to 

victory ahead. Humble saviour, he rode but on a humble 

ass. It took children, babes at heart, to recognise, 

acknowledge the saviour, and identify with the present 

development as victory. They sang “hosanna to the 

son of David”. The word hosanna means, “save, we 

pray” The innocent hearts knew him as the saviour while 

the priests fought him.  
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“And when the chief priests and scribes saw 

the wonderful things that he did, and the children 

crying in the temple and saying, hosanna to the Son 

of David; they were sore displeased, and said unto 

him, hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith 

unto them, yea; have ye never read, out of the mouth 

of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?” 

(Mt.21vs.15-16).  

 

It takes the hearts of babes and suckling, innocent 

hearts, to palpate God’s heart’s beats and bring His 

thoughts and feelings to the earth realm. When we are 

lifted in our minds and build a spiritual castle of pride in 

the air; when we confine ourselves into an enclave of 

world of illusions of what we are and what we are not, 

what we have achieved and what we have not achieved; 

when we sentence ourselves to the world of self-

aggrandizement that calls for self-advertisements; when 

we are hunted by our spiritual values and virtues as 

these reflect in our ways and thoughts, our words and 

deeds, then we can never be seen as understanding 

God, His ways or His righteousness.  

God’s ways and righteousness strip a man naked “for 

he that cometh to God MUST BELIEVE THAT HE IS” 

(Heb 11 vs.6). If a man says, “I AM” he cannot say, 

“God is” at the same time! The man will first be stripped 

of his own “I am” so he can say, “God is”. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 

 

…A like Weight… 

 

“And the LORD said unto Moses, take thou unto 

thee sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; these 

sweet spices with pure frankincense: of each shall there be 

a like weight…” (Ex.30vs.34).  

 

  “Of each shall there be a like weight…”  

 

The matter of like weight reveals God’s thinking with 

respect to justice. Justice is divine attribute of fairness 

and equity. The first discernable lesson is to be seen in 

the fact that the substances specified by God to be burnt 

as incense originate from different sources and different 

environments. Some perhaps are from good sources and 

some perhaps from bad sources; some from good 

environment, some from bad environment. The sources 

are of various nature and characters. For instance, 

“stacte” is from a tree, “galbanum” is from a shrub 

while “onycha” is neither, but is rather the shell of an 

animal located on seashore.  

The kingdom of God consists of individuals-some big 

and some small. Some are rich while some are poor. 

Some have natural charisma that commends them to be 

“loved naturally” while some are a “natural nuisance” 

yet all members of His kingdom. The differences 

perceivable between individual members of God’s 

kingdom can be seen when viewed with the eyes of men. 

Man is bound to perceive things wrongly because he 

views them from the perspective of imperfection. This 

colours his judgement and he is naturally biased. In his 

heart, he is bound to allot different weights to different 

people. Some he rates high in his heart, some he rates 

low; some he loves, some their sight he hates. The 

colouration has a way of being made “spiritual”. The 

standing of those we love are as angels visiting.  

Yet, some are likely to be incapable of winning our 

attention when they stand; their absence is in fact better 

than their presence. All these feelings flow from human 

imperfections and are to be overcome by all of God’s 

people who are willing to walk in obedience and willing to 

learn to know Him progressively. All, in spite of the way 

we feel about them are but His spices; some are His 

principal spices, some his sweet spices.  
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They are spices and qualify to be treated equally. They 

are not to be grouped into classes in our minds. The 

beauty of the house of God is the community nature. 

“Thyatira” is a word that rightly expresses the 

environment, which obtains in the true Assembly of 

God’s kingdom of priests. It is supposed to be a society 

with fraternal relationship such that the gap does not 

exist between the rich and the poor, the lowly and the 

highly placed. The relationship is not determined by that 

which is natural or material, rather it is by that which is 

spiritual and eternal. In God’s kingdom, for instance 

deacons are not chosen or “ordained” because of 

“natural” or “strategic” usefulness to the “church”. 

Such things are not for compensations for the relative 

ability to contribute to the material growth of the 

“church”. The qualifications of God’s deacons are 

based on spiritual experience with God. Right of access 

to spiritual leadership for spiritual help or spiritual 

attention should be purchased neither with money nor 

with influence; every sheep in the kingdom deserves to 

be attended to with no self-imposed conditions.  

 

These are indices of “like weights”. The spiritual 

principle in the house of God is “thou shalt not have in 

thy bag diverse weights, a great and a small. Thou 

shalt not have in thine house diverse measures, a 

great and a small. But thou shalt have a perfect and 

just weight, a perfect and just measure shalt thou 

have: that thy days may be lengthened in the land 

which the LORD thy God giveth thee” (Deut 25 vs.13-

15).  

 

A vital condition for length of life, whether of natural life 

or ministry, is having and dispensing like or just weights, 

dealing in like and just weights! James is an apostle of 

the Lord. He said, “my brethren, have not the faith of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect 

of persons. For if there come unto your assembly a 

man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there 

come in also a poor man in vile raiment; and ye have 

respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say 

unto him, sit thou here in a good place; and say to 

the poor, stand thou there, or sit here under my 

footstool; are ye not then partial in yourselves, and 

become judges of evil thoughts?  
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If ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are 

convinced of the law as transgressors” (James 2vs.1-

4, 9). 

 

 God’s people are seen as equal by God and must be 

recognized as equal by spiritual leadership. Such 

considerations as political manoeuvres, position of 

influence, monetary and material inducements and all 

forms of under cuttings and scheming for position or for 

recognition in the “house of God” are only possible 

because there is a whole lot of mixture of the vile and the 

precious, both in terms of spiritual principles and of the 

people. The greatest problem Israel had was because 

she was a mixed multitude. In mixed multitude, spiritual 

values as well as virtues are lost. Then come schisms, 

confusion and every evil work. Once there is a departure 

from God’s standard, there is bound to be envying and 

strife. James wrote, “where envying and strife is, there 

is confusion and every evil work” (James 3 vs.16).  

 

 

 

 

 

Paul   said, “…the body is one, and hath many 

members, and all the members of that one body, 

being many, are one body…by one spirit are we all 

baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or 

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been 

all made to drink into one spirit…the body is not one 

member but many… those members of the body, 

which seem to be more feeble, are necessary… 

those members of the body, which we think to be 

less honourable, upon these we bestow more 

abundant honour; and our uncomely parts have 

more abundant comeliness.  

 

For our comely parts have no need:but God hath 

tempered the body together, having given more 

abundant honour to that part which lacked: that 

there should be no schism in the body; but that the 

members should have the same care one for 

another. And whether one member suffer, all the 

members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, 

all the members rejoice with it” (I Cor12 vs.12-26).  
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This is to be the picture of a perfect community of 

Christian believers where there is no mixture. The evils 

in the twenty-first century Christendom are multifarious 

as they are hydra-headed. One great evil is the lowering 

of the standard of life and testimony by the “ancients”; 

another great evil is the artificial transmutation of 

individuals who never had genuine touch by the Holy 

Spirit neither have any genuine radical encounter with 

God; but who seeing something more progressive in that 

which is genuine decides to “chameleonize”. Such get 

into building a religious kingdom and adopt for it the best 

of names that can be so captivating as to be able to 

entrap the most innocent of souls who want God and 

true fellowship. With these two great evils alone, there 

cannot but be a terrible mixture which leads to “un-like 

weights” yet God said, “of each shall there be a like 

weight” (Ex 30 vs.34) 

 

“And thou shalt make it a perfume, a 

confection after the art of the apothecary, tempered 

together, pure and holy” (Ex 30 vs.35).  

 

The word “perfume” means to turn into fragrance by 

fire”. This is instructive.  

There is an act of God to be involved in releasing the 

potential aroma and usefulness of the ingredients of the 

incense compound. This divine act is through the 

medium of fire!  

 

“The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for 

gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts. As the fining 

pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; so is a man to 

his praise” (Prov 17 vs.3; 27 vs.21).  

 

The gospel of “all carrots, bread and butter” is an 

unbalanced gospel. Without fire, the sweet aroma of the 

sweetest incense can never be released. God’s 

instrument of producing men of great spiritual worth is 

His purging fire. What man was raised and used by God 

who has not first passed through His fire? Is it Moses? 

Certainly not David or Jeremiah? or Job? Deliverances, 

healings, material blessings and prosperity are some of 

the carrots dangled before the innocent undiscerning 

eyes to “woo” men into the kingdom of God.  
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One truth that ought to be reckoned with by all is that 

men can only be “birthed” into the kingdom of God. Any 

other means is doomed to fail. True and uncoloured 

gospel is the only weapon to bring into birth those who 

are the children of the kingdom. The fiery trials and 

tribulations, the cross and its shame are all integral part 

of the gospel of the kingdom. They also produce true 

testimonies born out of genuine experiences. Quality 

testimonies flow from true dealings and processing by 

God.  

 

Testimonies that relate to material blessings only betray 

men and women whose spiritual values, virtues, and 

worth begin and end in materialism and when the 

material blessings cease to flow, their “God” has died; 

spiritual babes, imbeciles! James the apostle wrote,  

 

“my brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 

diverse temptations; knowing this, that the trying of 

your faith worketh patience.  

 

 

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye 

may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. Blessed 

is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is 

tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 

Lord hath promised to them that love him” 

(James1vs.2, 12).  

 

God gives material blessing to His people but the order 

is “seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 

righteousness…” (Mt.6vs.33).  

The reverse order is anti-God purposes. The beauty of 

gold and the worth of silver can be attested to only when 

they have been passed through the furnace (for gold) 

and the fining pot (for silver) and are fully processed with 

all dross and impurity eliminated; then they become 

metals for adornment of beauty. The beauty and the 

glory of the house of the Lord cannot be seen as it is 

supposed to be in this contemporary hour because the 

supposed to be precious metals were not allowed to go 

through the true experience of the fining pot or of the 

furnace. This is why there is a lot of artificiality and 

“superfluity of naughtiness” according to James in 

James chapter one, verse twenty-one.  
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“Superfluity of naughtiness” simply means 

“abundance of wickedness” Is it not contradictory to 

speak of  “abundance of wickedness” in connection 

with the house of God; the supposed to be “pillar and 

ground of Truth” (ITim.3vs.15). This is because true 

encounter with God is lacking and where there was once 

an encounter with God, it may have been turned into a 

monument, an object of worship among many of “God’s 

people”. This is true both of “the altar and the porch” 

for the “altar” has greatly been desecrated. It has 

become a place for idols - tin gods, nay small popes! 

 

 “Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: 

for the time is at hand. He that is unjust, let him be 

unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy 

still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous 

still. And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 

with me, to give every man according as his work 

shall be” (Rev 22 vs.10-12). 

 

“…A confection after the art of the 

apothecary…” (vs.35).  

 

A confection is a mixture of sweet things. To have a 

“mixture” of “things” which are ALL “sweet” require 

divine outworking and not human dynamics or “devices” 

of men.  

Producing one harmonious whole, which is perfectly 

homogenous, can only be by “the art of the 

apothecary”. The art of the apothecary is nothing but 

divine in-and out-working of the fine details that bring out 

the “sweetness of the strong” Samson’s riddle is the 

exposition on divine processing of the wicked human 

nature to release the potential “sweetness” locked up in 

its carcase. ‘Out of the strong came forth sweetness” 

(Judges 14 vs.14). The strong is the lion that Samson 

killed and the sweetness came from the honey produced 

by the bees in the carcase of the lion. The “art of the 

apothecary” is procured in the environment of the right 

uncoloured, unbiased gospel. The art of the apothecary 

is perfected through tempering!  
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“…Tempered together, pure and holy” (vs.35).  

 

The act of tempering is the act of beating until there is 

one mass thoroughly mixed together. The discernible 

artificial divisions into ecclesiastical classes of the clergy 

as separate from the laity does not bring out the intended 

beauty of “tempered together, pure and holy” 

instruction by the Father of lights.  The gap, which exists 

between the “clergy” and the “laity”, reveals a 

fundamental and structural problem of a spiritually 

confused people. What can be seen in the 

denominational settings reveals nothing near God’s 

perfect order in His church. The artificial, ecclesiastical 

pattern and setting and the organisational structure in 

Christendom, make room for the worship of men who 

love power and position; who love to sit on the seat of 

Moses. Jesus is the pattern of all patterns! He sat with 

the people, as one among them. He walked with them 

whether on the hot desert sand or on the shore of the 

sea of Tiberias . Even when he sat on the rock at a little 

distance to assist the crowd have good visual advantage, 

he did it without betraying his meekness and humility.  

 

This did not in any way reduce his acceptance by the 

people who heard him neither did it make him appear 

shorter than his spiritual height or smaller than his 

spiritual stature.  

The modern day church pattern reveals more of the 

culture of the world around her. She has been influenced 

by the world more than she has influenced the world. 

There is such a departure from the Bible standard that it 

takes “another” kind of blood to run in the veins of 

whoever dares attempt a rebirth of the early church 

values and virtues in today’s harlot church system.  

 

 

The glamour that now attends “spiritual leadership” is 

more materially “rewarding” than to desire the pure 

worship of the Jesus of Paul whose only goal is “that I 

may know him, and the power of his resurrection, 

and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made 

conformable unto his death. And be found in him, 

not having my own righteousness…” (Phil.3vs.10, 

9a).  

 



 82 

May the God of glory work into all who read in these 

lines the fine details of the character of the Christ of 

which things the Holy Ghost is illuminating through the 

present truth.  
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The following are also available: 

 

Feed My Sheep 

The Sealing of The Elects   

The First Fruits Company 

The 144000 Lambs  

The First Resurrection – currently out of circulation 

 

 

The Faithful Stewards 

 

The Testimony of the Anointed  

Cycles of Silence 

The Mark of the Beast 

Come Up Hither 

Five Testing Experiences 

God’s Pattern Church 

Antichrist & Antichrist Systems 

 

God’s Message To God’s Church and  

a host of others 
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