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Preface

	 “Ask	 ye	 of	 the	 LORD	 rain	 in	 the	 time	of	 the	
latter	 rain;	 so,	 the	 LORD	 shall	 make	 bright	
clouds,	 and	 give	 them	 showers	 of	 rain,	 to	
everyone	grass	in	the	field”	-	Zechariah	10:1.	

There	is	need	for	us	as	God's	people	to	discern	the	times	so	
that	we	can	act	appropriately.	We	must	discern	the	season	
and	 the	 time	 of	 the	 latter	 rain	 so	 that	 we	 can	 ask	 God	
appropriately	for	rain.	We	must	ask	the	LORD	for	rain	in	the	
TIME	of	the	latter	rain,	and	then	he	would	respond	to	us	by	
making	bright	clouds,	and	he	will	give	showers	of	rain	to	
everyone	who	ask.

“And	the	Children	of	Issachar,	which	were	men	
that	had	understanding	of	the	times,	to	know	
what	 Israel	 ought	 to	 do;	 the	 heads	 of	 them	
were	 two	 hundred;	 and	 all	 their	 brethren	
were	at	their	commandment”	(1Chronicles	12	
:32).	

There	is	divine	timing	in	God's	dealing	with	us.	There	are	
times	and	seasons	in	the	dealings	of	God	with	men.	And	we	
should	not	be	ignorant	of	these	times	and	seasons.	

“But	 of	 times	 and	 the	 seasons,	 brethren,	 ye	
have	no	need	 that	 I	write	 you”	 because	 you	
should	know,	“Ye	brethren	are	not	in	darkness,	
that	the	times	and	season	should	overtake	you	
as	a	thief”	(1Thessalonians	5	:	1,	4).
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The	church	has	come	a	long	way.	We	have	come	from	the	
outer	court	into	the	holy	place.	And	right	now,	we	are	about	
to	press	into	the	inner	court	the	holiest	of	all.	The	church	
has	celebrated	the	feast	of	Passover	and	great	works	have	
been	 done.	 The	 church	 has	 celebrated	 and	 is	 still	
celebrating	 the	 feast	 of	 Pentecost.	 And	 the	 Pentecostal	
experience	has	been	a	great	one	to	say	the	least.	But	the	
church	must	move	beyond	Pentecost.	There	 is	one	more	
feast	beyond	the	experience	of	Pentecost	that	the	church	
must	participate	in.	This	feast	is	the	feast	of	Tabernacles.	
The	church	is	right	at	the	verge	of	this	feast.	The	feast	of	
Tabernacles	 is	 the	 feast	 of	 fullness.	 It	 is	 the	 feast	 of	
ingathering;	it	is	the	ultimate.

The	Feast	of	Tabernacles	in	the	old	testament	is	celebrated	
at	the	seventh	month	which	begins	with	the	blowing	of	the	
trumpets.	Every	time	the	people	need	to	move	forward,	the	
trumpet	ministry	goes	ahead	to	herald	what	is	coming.	God	
is	sounding	the	trumpet;	let	him	who	has	ears,	let	him	hear	
what	the	Spirit	of	God	is	saying.	The	ten	virgins	went	out	to	
meet	the	bridegroom,	but	the	bridegroom	delayed	so	they	
all	slumbered	and	slept.	But	at	midnight,	a	cry	went	forth.	
Where	did	the	cry	come	from?	There	were	those	who	did	
not	sleep.	These	are	the	watch	men.

There	are	 seven	pieces	of	 furniture	 in	 the	Tabernacle	of	
Moses,	 each	 signifying	 a	 definite	 landmark	 Christian	
experience.	We	have	 come	 through	 the	brazen	altar	and	
brazen	laver	in	the	outer	court,	we	have	travelled	through	
the	table	of	shewbread	and	the	golden	candlestick	in	the	
holy	place.	Prophetically	the	church	is	standing	at	the	altar	
of	incense,	which	is	the	last	piece	of	furniture	in	the	holy	
place	before	we	enter	into	the	Holy	of	Holies.	
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The	altar	of	incense	is	the	place	of	death	to	self;	where	we	
hand	 over	 every	 aspect	 of	 our	 lives	 to	 God	 and	 Christ	
becomes	everything	to	us,	and	we	come	to	the	stature	of	the	
fullness	of	Christ.	The	children	of	Israel	had	to	cross	Jordan	
before	 they	 ventured	 into	 the	 land	 of	 promise.	 Jordan	
means	death.	It	is	the	place	of	death	to	self.	This	is	the	point	
of	crossing	the	vail	of	this	flesh	so	that	we	can	enter	into	the	
inner	court	which	is	the	Holiest	of	all.	Grace	is	available	at	
this	 time	 for	 all	 those	willing	 to	 cross	 this	 vail	 that	 has	
limited	us	for	so	long	a	time.	“Thy	people	shall	be	willing	in	
the	day	of	thy	power,	in	the	beauties	of	holiness	from	the	
womb	of	the	morning:	thou	hast	the	dew	of	thy	youth”	-
Psalm	110	:3).



This	book	is	dedicated	to	all	of	God's	children	whose	sole	
desire	is	to	come	into	maturity	in	the	Lord	and	measure	up	
to	the	full	and	complete	standard	of	Christ	in	all	things.

Dedication
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Wherefore?	 Because	 they	 sought	 it	 not	 by	
faith,	as	it	were	by	the	words	of	the	law,	for	
they	stumbled	at	that	stumbling	stone;	As	it	is	
written,	 Behold,	 I	 lay	 in	 Zion	 a	 stumbling	
stone	 and	 rock	 of	 offence;	 and	 whosoever	
believeth	 in	 him	 shall	 not	 be	 ashamed,	
(Romans	9:32-33).

And	he	shall	be	for	a	sanctuary;	but	for	a	stone	
of	stumbling	and	for	a	rock	of	offense	to	both	
the	houses	of	Israel,	for	a	gin	and	for	a	snare	
to	 the	 inhabitants	 of	 Jerusalem.	 And	 many	
among	them	shall	stumble,	and	 fall,	and	be	
broken,	and	be	snared,	and	be	taken	(Isaiah	
8:14-15).

Therefore	thus	saith	the	Lord	God,	Behold,	I	
lay	 in	Zion	 for	a	 foundation	a	stone,	a	 tried	
stone,	 a	 precious	 corner	 stone,	 a	 sure	
foundation:	he	that	believeth	shall	not	make	
haste.	Judgment	also	will	I	lay	to	the	line,	and	
righteousness	to	the	plummet..(Isaiah	28:16-
17).

And	 a	 stone	 of	 stumbling,	 and	 a	 rock	 of	
offense,	 even	 to	 them,	which	stumble	at	 the	
word,	being	disobedient:	whereunto	also	they	
were	appointed(I	Peter	2:8).

A	Stumbling	Stone	in	Zion	
THE	PATH	TO	FULLNESS1CHAPTER
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s	I	ponder	and	meditate	on	the	above	scriptures,	I	Acannot	but	wonder	why	God	has	chosen	to	 lay	 in	
Zion	a	stumbling	stone	and	rock	of	offense.	It	is	clear	

to	me	that	everyone	that	truly	hungers	after	the	things	of	
God,	everyone	that	truly	desires	to	make	it	into	the	holiest	
of	all,	everyone	 that	desires	 to	come	to	 the	status	of	 the	
fullness	of	Christ,	everyone	that	desires	to	make	it	to	Zion,	
the	 city	 of	 refuge	will	 have	 to	pass	 through	 the	 filtering	
power	of	this	precious	corner	stone.	This	tried	stone	stands	
in	our	way	to	bring	us	to	perfection	through	a	process	of	
sieving	and	filtering.	Many	shall	make	it	through	this	filter	
but	many	 shall	 stumble,	 and	 fall,	 and	be	broken,	 and	be	
snared,	and	be	taken	(Isaiah	8:14-15).

The	church	 is	standing	at	a	very	critical	moment	yet	we	
know	it	not.	Midnight	is	here.	And	a	cry	has	gone	forth.	The	
watchmen	 are	 sounding	 the	 alarm,	 the	 sound	 of	 the	
trumpet	 is	 going	 forth,	 but	 we	 are	 not	 able	 to	 discern	
correctly	 the	 sound	 of	 the	 trumpet.	 The	 sound	 of	 the	
trumpet	and	the	alarm	is	direct	and	specific.	You	have	to	
hear	and	hear	correctly	otherwise	you	could	be	responding	
and	 moving	 in	 the	 wrong	 direction.	 Numbers	 10:1-10	
makes	 it	 clear	 that	 the	 sounding	 of	 the	 alarm	 and	 the	
trumpet	are	for	specific	purposes.	

We	have	to	listen	very	closely	to	hear	the	sound	coming	out	
of	the	heart	of	the	father	in	these	last	days.	Someone	must	
listen	 intently	 and	 be	 mature	 enough	 in	 the	 house	 to	
discern	what	is	being	piped	or	harped	in	the	spirit,

“And	 even	 things	 without	 life	 giving	 sound,	
whether	 pipe	 or	 harp,	 except	 they	 give	 a	
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distinction	 in	 the	 sounds,	 how	 shall	 it	 be	
known	 what	 is	 piped	 or	 harped?	 For	 if	 the	
trumpet	give	an	uncertain	 sound,	who	 shall	
prepare	himself	 to	 the	battle”	 (1Corinthians	
14:6-7).	

If	 we	 are	 unable	 to	 hear	 correctly	 we	 cannot	 know	 the	
distinction	in	the	sound	that	is	emanating	from	the	pipe	or	
the	harp,	as	a	result,	we	will	not	be	able	to	prepare	for	war.	
We	need	to	quieten	down	a	bit	in	the	church,	we	need	some	
soberness	 in	 the	 house,	 we	 need	 to	 be	 a	 little	 more	
circumspect	in	the	house	so	that	we	can	hear	and	respond	
properly	to	the	soundings	of	the	spirit.
	
The	Ministry	of	the	Refiner's	Fire	–	Leading	men	into	
Fullness

“Behold,	I	will	send	my	messenger,	and	he	will	
prepare	 the	 way	 before	 me;	 and	 the	 Lord,	
whom	 ye	 seek,	 shall	 suddenly	 come	 to	 his	
people,	even	the	messenger	of	the	covenant,	
whom	 ye	 delight	 in:	 behold	 he	 shall	 come,	
saith	the	Lord	of	hosts.	But	who	may	abide	the	
day	of	his	coming/	and	who	shall	stand	when	
he	appeareth?	For	he	 is	 like	a	 refiner's	 fire,	
and	like	a	fuller's	soap:	And	he	shall	sit	as	a	
refiner	of	silver:	and	he	shall	purify	the	sons	of	
Levi,	and	purge	them	as	gold	and	silver,	that	
they	may	offer	unto	 the	Lord	an	offering	 in	
righteousness.	And	then	shall	the	offering	of	
Judah	 and	 Jerusalem	 be	 pleasant	 unto	 the	
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Lord,	as	in	the	days	of	old,	and	as	in	former	
years”		(Malachi	3:1-3).

This	messenger	of	the	covenant	is	the	stumbling	stone	in	
Zion.	This	aspect	of	his	ministry	shall	be	unleashed	on	his	
people.	He	shall	come	suddenly	to	his	people,	bringing	us	to	
a	 level	 of	 purification	 that	 we	 have	 never	 experienced	
before.	This	is	part	of	God's	plan	to	bring	us	into	perfection.	
The	messenger	of	the	covenant	must	come	and	when	he	
comes,	he	will	come	as	a	refiner's	fire	to	purify	and	refine	
our	lives.	He	must	filter	away	all	the	dregs	in	our	lives.	He	
must	take	away	all	that	does	not	glorify	God	in	our	lives.	He	
will	come	into	our	lives	as	we	allow	him	with	a	burning	fire	
to	burn	away	all	the	filth	in	our	lives.	He	will	come	like	a	
fuller's	soap	to	painstakingly	wash	away	the	entire	dirt	that	
is	hidden	in	the	deep	crevices	of	our	lives.	He	washes	us	by	
the	washing	of	the	water	by	the	word.	He	will	employ	the	
fuller's	soap	to	wash	every	nook	and	cranny	of	our	lives.	

The	whole	purpose	of	this	dimension	of	Christ's	ministry	is	
to	purge	his	people	as	silver	and	gold	so	that	he	can	bring	us	
into	a	spiritual	estate	wherein	we	shall	be	able	to	offer	unto	
the	Lord	an	offering	in	righteousness,	and	that	our	offering	
as	the	people	of	God	will	be	pleasant	unto	the	Lord	as	in	the	
days	of	old,	and	as	in	former	years.	But	who	will	abide	in	the	
day	 of	 his	 coming,	 which	 one	 of	 us	 will	 stand	when	 he	
appeareth.	As	many	as	will	open	up	to	the	Lord	in	sincerity	
without	holding	back	anything	the	Lord	will	appear	unto	
such	ones	with	healing	 in	his	wings.	The	 lord	will	 grant	
grace	to	the	humble,	but	the	proud	he	will	resist.	His	people	
will	be	willing	in	the	day	of	his	power.	

THE	PATH	TO	FULLNESS
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The	Lord	shall	send	the	rod	of	His	strength	out	of	Zion	(this	
rod	is	the	stumbling	stone	in	Zion)	to	rule	in	the	midst	of	the	
enemies	of	the	Lord.	The	enemies	of	the	Lord	will	be	made	
His	footstool.	The	LORD	said	to	my	Lord,	sit	thou	art	my	
right	hand,	until	I	make	thine	enemies	my	footstool	Psalm	
110:1-3.	Whatever	is	within	us	that	is	the	enemy	of	the	Lord	
will	be	flushed	out.	The	Lord	will	rule	over	our	emotions,	he	
will	rule	over	our	personalities	and	temperaments.	He	will	
purify	them	all.	He	will	overcome	in	us	every	single	work	of	
the	enemy.	The	Lord	will	give	us	victory,	 total	victory	 in	
every	area	of	our	lives.	Only	then	can	we	offer	unto	the	Lord	
an	offering	in	righteousness,	and	then	shall	the	people	of	
the	Lord	be	willing	and	shall	serve	in	spirit	and	truth.

“And	it	shall	come	to	pass,	that	he	that	is	left	in	
Zion,	 and	 he	 that	 remaineth	 in	 Jerusalem,	
shall	 be	 called	 holy,	 even	 every	 one	 that	 is	
written	among	the	living	in	Jerusalem:	When	
the	Lord	shall	have	washed	away	the	filth	of	
the	daughters	of	Zion,	and	shall	have	purged	
the	blood	of	Jerusalem	from	the	midst	thereof	
of	the	spirit	of	judgement,	and	by	the	spirit	of	
burning”	(Isaiah	4	:3-4).

“We	are	come	unto	Mount	Zion,	and	unto	the	
city	"of	the	living	God,	the	heavenly	Jerusalem,	
and	to	an	innumerable	company	of	angels,	to	
the	 general	 assembly	 and	 the	 church	 of	 the	
firstborn	which	are	written	in	heaven,	and	to	
God	the	judge	of	all,	and	to	the	spirits	of	just	
men	made	perfect”	(Hebrews	12:22).	
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In	 this	mountain	 called	 Zion,	 there	 shall	 be	 deliverance,	
every	bondage	will	be	broken,	every	chain,	every	fetter	will	
be	destroyed	and	God's	people	will	be	set	free,	free	from	
every	oppression	in	the	body	or	in	the	mind.	God's	people	
will	be	set	free	to	posses	their	possessions	and	to	serve	the	
Lord	in	truth.

The	Lord	will	raise	a	people	on	this	mountain,	he	that	is	left	
in	Zion,	and	he	that	remaineth	in	Jerusalem	shall	be	called	
holy,	 even	 everyone	 that	 is	 written	 among	 the	 living	 in	
Jerusalem.	 This	 will	 happen	 after	 the	 Lord	 must	 have	
visited	 Zion,	 the	 Lord	 will	 wash	 away	 the	 filth	 of	 the	
daughters	of	Zion,	and	shall	purge	the	blood	of	Jerusalem	
from	the	midst	thereof	by	the	spirit	of	judgment,	and	by	the	
spirit	of	burning.	This	is	the	ministry	of	the	stumbling	stone	
in	Zion.	(Isaiah	4:4).	

The	 Lord	 will	 send	 a	 spirit	 of	 judgment	 and	 a	 spirit	 of	
burning	to	judge	and	burn	all	wickedness,	pretenses,	and	
deceits	in	the	house	in	these	last	days.	It	is	only	after	this	
has	been	accomplished	that	the	Lord	will	create	upon	every	
dwelling	place	of	mount	Zion,	and	upon	her	assemblies,	a	
cloud	and	smoke	by	day,	and	the	shinning	of	a	flaming	fire	
by	night	for	upon	all	the	glory	of	the	Lord	shall	be	a	defense.	
And	there	shall	be	a	tabernacle	for	a	shadow	in	the	daytime	
from	heat,	and	for	a	place	of	refuge,	and	for	a	covert	from	
storm	and	from	rain	(Isaiah	4	:	5).

“For	behold,	the	day	cometh,	that	shall	burn	as	
an	 oven;	 and	 all	 the	 proud,	 yea,	 all	 that	 do	
wickedly,	 shall	 be	 stubble;	 and	 the	 day	 that	
cometh	shall	burn	them	up,	saith	the	Lord	of	
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hosts,	that	it	shall	leave	them	neither	root	nor	
branch.	But	unto	you	that	fear	my	name	shall	
the	sun	of	righteousness	arise	with	healing	in	
his	wings;	and	shall	go	forth,	and	grow	up	as	
calves	of	the	stall”	(Malachi	4:1-2).

The	Lord	shall	do	a	deep	work	in	his	people.	It	is	not	going	
to	be	superficial.	It	will	be	complete	and	total.	The	very	root	
of	bitterness	will	be	uprooted	from	among	us.	The	Lord	will	
not	only	cut	off	the	branches	he	will	cut	off	the	root	as	well.	
The	 Lord	 will	 burn	 off	 pride	 in	 our	 lives;	 all	 acts	 of	
wickedness	in	the	house	will	be	reduced	to	nothing.	And	
then	only	shall	the	sun	of	righteousness	arise	with	healing	
in	 His	 wings	 unto	 them	 that	 fear	 His	 name	 and	 are	
consecrated	to	him.

'The	voice	of	him	that	crieth	in	the	wilderness,	
prepare	ye	the	way	of	the	Lord,	make	straight	
in	 the	 desert	 a	 highway	 for	 our	 God.	 Every	
valley	 shall	 be	 exalted,	 and	 every	mountain	
and	hill	shall	be	made	low;	and	the	crooked	
shall	 be	 made	 straight,	 and	 rough	 places	
made	plain:	And	the	glory	of	the	Lord	shall	be	
revealed,	and	all	flesh	shall	see	it	together:	for	
the	mouth	of	Lord	hath	spoken	it”	
(Isaiah	40:3-5).

A	cry	has	gone	forth,	the	trumpet	is	giving	a	certain	sound,	
the	voice	of	him	that	crieth	in	the	wilderness	is	going	forth	
and	the	message	is	clear	-	prepare	ye	the	way	of	the	Lord,	
make	straight	a	highway	 for	our	God	 in	 the	midst	of	 the	
desert.	The	church	needs	to	listen	to	the	burden	in	the	heart	
of	the	Lord.	We	need	to	put	our	house	in	order,	we	need	to	
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rearrange	 our	 priorities,	 and	 we	 need	 to	 change	 our	
attitude	to	the	things	of	God.	

Every	valley	shall	be	exalted,	 that	 is	 to	say	every	area	of	
weakness	and	every	deficit	in	our	lives	will	be	turned	in	to	
areas	 of	 strength	 and	 victory.	 The	 years	 that	 have	 been	
eaten	by	the	locust	and	the	palmerworm	will	be	restored.	
As	we	wait	patiently	on	the	Lord	he	will	hear	our	prayers	
and	he	will	lift	us	out	of	the	horrible	pit,	and	out	of	the	miry	
clay,	and	he	will	set	our	feet	upon	the	rock	and	establish	our	
goings.	He	will	put	a	new	song	in	our	mouth,	even	praise	
unto	our	God:	many	shall	see	it,	and	fear,	and	shall	trust	in	
the	Lord.	(Psalm	40:1-2).

Every	mountain	and	hill	 shall	 be	made	 low;	
and	the	crooked	shall	be	made	straight,	and	
rough	places	shall	be	made	plain.	(Isaiah	4:4).

Every	difficult	situation	in	our	life	will	be	turned	around.	
Those	situations	in	our	lives	that	appear	to	overwhelm	us	
will	be	brought	under	control.	Nothing	shall	be	impossible	
to	our	God.	All	 the	 rough	edges	 in	our	 character	he	will	
smoothen	them	out.	All	the	crookedness,	and	deceit	in	our	
lives	shall	be	made	straight.	Then	shall	the	glory	of	the	Lord	
be	 revealed	 in	 our	 lives	 and	 all	 flesh	will	 see	 it;	 for	 the	
mouth	of	the	Lord	has	spoken	it.

This	House	shall	be	built	in	Troublous	Times
This	house	shall	be	built	in	troublous	times	–	“….	the	street	
shall	 be	 built	 again,	 and	 the	 wall,	 even	 in	 troublous	
times”(Daniel	9:25).	As	soon	as	Zion	travailed	she	brought	
forth.	In	the	book	of	2	Samuel	7:1-11	David	wanted	to	build	
a	house	for	the	Lord.	“And	it	came	to	pass,	when	the	king	sat	
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in	his	house,	and	the	Lord	had	given	him	rest	roundabout	
from	 all	 his	 enemies;	 that	 the	 king	 said	 to	 Nathan	 the	
prophet,	see	how,	I	dwell	in	an	house	of	cedar,	but	the	ark	of	
God	 dwelleth	within	 curtains…And	 it	 came	 to	 pass	 that	
night,	that	the	word	of	the	Lord	came	unto	Nathan,	saying,	
Go	and	tell	my	servant	David,	thus	saith	the	Lord,	Shall	thou	
build	me	a	house	for	me	to	dwell	in?	But	God's	answer	to	
David	can	be	found	in	verses	12	and	13	“And	when	thy	days	
be	fulfilled,	and	thou	shall	sleep	with	thy	fathers,	I	will	set	
up	 thy	 seed	 after	 thee,	 which	 shall	 proceed	 out	 of	 thy	
bowels,	and	I	will	establish	his	kingdom	forever.	He	shall	
build	an	house	for	my	name,	and	I	will	establish	the	throne	
of	his	kingdom	for	ever”

David	 located	 the	place	 for	 the	house	of	 the	Lord	 in	 the	
midst	of	pain	and	deep	anguish.	He	found	the	location	of	the	
temple	of	the	Lord	in	the	midst	of	a	most	difficult	and	most	
trying	experience.	God	opened	his	eyes	in	the	midst	of	the	
pain	he	was	going	through	to	see	the	location	of	the	altar.	
And	that	became	the	site	that	the	temple	of	the	Lord	was	
ultimately	built.

David	allowed	himself	to	be	carried	away	by	his	personal	
success.	He	committed	the	sin	of	numbering.	In	the	book	of	
1	Chronicles	21	beginning	from	verse	1	“And	Satan	stood	up	
against	Israel,	and	provoked	David	to	number	Israel…And	
God	was	 displeased	with	 this	 thing;	 therefore	 he	 smote	
Israel.	 We	 have	 to	 take	 note	 here	 that	 Satan	 stood	 up	
against	all	Israel	by	provoking	David	to	do	the	wrong	thing.	
David	was	carried	away	by	personal	consideration;	he	took	
his	eyes	away	from	the	Lord	and	began	to	look	at	his	own	
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personal	strengths	and	capabilities.	

He	soon	forgot	that	the	Lord	God	Almighty	took	him	from	
the	sheepcote,	from	following	the	sheep,	to	be	ruler	over	
Israel;	and	that	the	Lord	was	with	him	always	and	gave	him	
victory	over	all	his	enemies,	and	cut	off	all	his	enemies	from	
his	eyes,	and	gave	David	a	great	name,	like	unto	the	name	of	
the	great	men	 that	 are	 in	 the	earth,	 (2	Samuel	7:8-9).	A	
personal	agenda	carried	David	away.	He	took	his	eyes	away	
from	the	Lord	and	he	paid	very	dearly	for	this.	“And	David	
said	unto	Gad,	I	am	in	a	great	strait;	let	me	fall	now	into	
the	hand	of	the	LORD;	for	very	great	are	his	mercies;	but	
let	me	not	fall	into	the	hands	of	man.	So	the	LORD	sent	
pestilence	upon	Israel:	and	there	fell	of	 Israel	seventy	
thousand	men.	And	David	said	unto	God,	Is	it	not	I	that	
commanded	the	people	to	be	numbered?	Even	I	it	is	that	
have	sinned	and	done	evil	indeed;	but	as	for	these	sheep,	
what	have	they	done?	Let	thine	hand,	I	pray	thee,	O	LORD	
my	God,	be	on	me,	and	my	father's	house;	but	not	on	thy	
people,	that	they	may	be	plagued”	(1Chronicles	21:13-
14,	17).

God	Enlarged	David	in	the	midst	of	His	Distress
Today,	 how	 many	 of	 us	 like	 David	 have	 forgotten	 our	
humble	 beginning,	we	 have	 forgotten	 that	 it	 is	 by	 grace	
alone	and	not	by	works	lest	any	man	should	boast.	It	is	not	
of	him	that	willeth	or	him	that	runneth,	but	it	is	the	Lord	
that	shows	mercy.	The	repercussion	of	David's	action	was	
costly	and	painful.	But	in	his	low	moment,	he	called	on	God	
for	mercy,	he	repented	of	his	sins,	and	God	not	only	stayed	
the	plague	but	also	opened	his	eyes	to	the	threshing	floor	of	
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Ornan	the	Jebusite.	God	brought	him	to	the	place	of	his	rest.	
That	threshing	floor	became	the	place	where	the	altar	was	
cited	and	the	house	of	the	LORD	was	eventually	built	on	the	
same	spot.	“Then	the	angel	of	the	LORD	commanded	Gad	to	
say	to	David,	that	David	should	go	up,	and	set	up	an	altar	
unto	the	LORD	in	the	threshing	floor	of	Ornan	the	Jebusite”	
verse	18.

What	happened	to	David	at	the	threshing	floor	of	Ornan	has	
prophetic	import	for	the	church	in	these	last	days.	We	all	
need	to	humble	ourselves	and	come	before	the	Lord	in	the	
feast	of	atonement.	The	Lord	needs	to	cleanse	us.	We	need	
to	be	broken	before	the	Lord.	He	needs	to	take	away	the	
dross	from	the	silver,	so	that	a	vessel	shall	come	forth	for	
the	refiner.	We	need	to	blow	the	trumpet	in	the	land	and	call	
for	 a	 solemn	 assembly.	 We	 need	 to	 gather	 the	 people,	
sanctify	the	congregation,	assemble	the	elders,	and	gather	
the	children.	The	priest	and	 the	ministers	need	 to	weep	
between	the	porch	and	the	altar.	We	need	to	cry	unto	the	
Lord	not	to	give	our	heritage	to	reproach	wherefore	should	
they	say	among	the	people	where	is	their	God?	Joel	2:15-17.

David	was	carried	away	by	his	own	pride	but	he	wept	and	
was	 utterly	 broken	 when	 he	 saw	 the	 destruction	 he	
brought	upon	his	people	as	a	result	of	his	ill-advised	action.	
Inhis	 deep	 agony	 and	 repentance,	 he	 found	 a	 lasting	
restoration,	 he	 found	 the	 threshing	 floor	 of	 Ornan.	 He	
found	the	location	for	the	restoration	of	the	altar	and	the	
building	of	the	temple.	“Then	David	said	to	Ornan,	grant	
me	the	place	of	the	threshing	floor,	that	I	may	build	an	
altar	therein	unto	the	Lord:	thou	shalt	grant	it	me	for	the	
full	 price:	 that	 the	 plague	 might	 be	 stayed	 from	 the	
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people.	And	Ornan	said	to	unto	David,	take	it	to	thee,	and	
let	my	Lord	the	king	do	that	which	is	good	in	his	eyes;	lo	I	
give	 thee	 the	 oxen	 also	 for	 burnt	 offerings,	 and	 the	
threshing	instruments	for	wood,	and	the	wheat	for	the	
meat	offering;	I	give	it	all.	And	David	said	to	Ornan,	Nay;	
but	I	will	verily	buy	it	for	the	full	price;	I	will	not	take	that	
which	 is	 thine	 for	 the	 Lord,	 nor	 offer	 burnt	 offering	
without	cost”	(I	Chronicles	21:22-24).

David	at	this	crucial	point	in	his	life	said	he	would	not	offer	
a	burnt	offering	unto	the	Lord	without	a	cost.	He	said	he	
would	not	accept	the	land	for	free	but	that	he	will	buy	it	for	
the	 full	price.	To	step	 into	 the	holy	of	holies	will	 cost	us	
something.	 We	 will	 have	 to	 pass	 through	 the	 altar	 of	
incense,	which	is	the	last	piece	of	furniture	before	we	enter	
into	the	holy	of	holies.	The	altar	of	incense	represents	the	
ultimate	price	we	have	to	pay	for	the	land.	It	is	the	place	
where	we	die	 to	self,	 it	 is	 the	place	where	the	self-life	 is	
totally	put	to	death	and	this	is	going	to	be	painful	and	costly.	
We	cannot	avoid	this	experience	if	we	must	press	in	and	
truly	become	one	with	Him.	It	is	the	place	where	we	die	to	
the	world,	 it	 is	 the	place	where	we	give	up	our	personal	
agenda	 for	 His	 own	 agenda.	 At	 the	 altar	 of	 incense,	 we	
become	the	circumcision,	which	worship	God	in	the	spirit,	
and	 rejoice	 in	 Christ	 Jesus,	 and	 have	 no	 confidence	
whatsoever	in	the	flesh	(Philippians	3:2).	The	only	thing	
that	matters	to	us	now	is	to	be	found	in	Him,	not	having	our	
own	righteousness,	which	is	according	to	the	law,	but	that	
which	is	through	the	faith	of	Christ,	the	righteousness.
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The	Challenge	of	Leadership	and	the	Path	to	Fullness

“And	 Satan	 stood	 up	 against	 Israel,	 and	
provoked	David	to	number	Israel”.
(1Chronicles	21:1).

It	is	very	obvious	from	the	verse	above	that	the	real	target	
of	the	enemy	was	the	nation	of	Israel	David	was	only	used	
as	the	tool	to	get	this	purpose	accomplished.	Satan	stood	up	
against	 Israel.	 Israel	was	 the	 goal,	 the	 enemy	wanted	 to	
utterly	 destroy	 the	whole	 of	 Israel	 but	 he	 did	 not	move	
directly	against	Israel	he	targeted	David.	 	He	targeted	the	
King.	He	targeted	the	leadership.	Satan	knows	that	once	he	
can	get	David	to	do	something	displeasing	to	the	Lord	then	
the	whole	nation	of	Israel	is	in	for	it.	

This	strategy	of	the	devil	has	not	changed.	In	order	to	inflict	
maximum	damage	on	the	house	the	enemy	will	target	the	
leaders.	Once	he	can	bring	the	leader	down,	the	house	is	
effectively	 brought	 done.	 “Awake,	 o	 sword,	 against	my	
shepherd,	and	against	the	man	that	is	my	fellow,	saith	
the	 Lord	 of	 hosts:	 smite	 the	 shepherd,	 and	 the	 sheep	
shall	be	scattered:	and	I	will	turn	my	mine	hand	upon	the	
little	ones”	(Zechariah13:7).	Our	Lord	Jesus	reechoed	this	
in	the	book	of	Matthew	when	it	was	getting	close	for	him	to	
go	to	the	cross	“Then	saith	Jesus	unto	them,	All	ye	shall	be	
offended	because	of	 this	night:	 for	 it	 is	written,	 I	will	
smite	the	shepherd,	and	the	sheep	of	the	flock	shall	be	
scattered	abroad”	(Matthew	26:31).

The	strategy	of	the	Devil	is	to	isolate	our	leaders	by	getting	
them	to	take	their	eyes	off	the	one	who	called	them	into	
ministry.	 David	 became	 successful,	 his	 influence	 soared	
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abroad,	and	he	soon	began	to	have	a	larger	than	life	picture	
of	himself.	Suddenly	“David	said	to	Joab	and	to	the	rulers	of	
the	people,	Go,	number	Israel	from	Beersheba	even	to	Dan,	
and	bring	me	the	number	of	them	to	me	that	I	may	know	it”	
the	whole	attention	was	now	on	David;	it	is	no	longer	about	
God	who	raised	David	from	the	sheepcote	and	made	him	
ruler	over	Israel.	

David	 said	 to	 Joab	 go	 number	 the	 people	 and	 bring	 the	
number	to	me	that	I	may	know	it.	We	can	see	that	David's	
focus	has	shifted	to	himself;	it's	all	about	himself	now.	We	
can	see	pride;	we	can	see	a	self-opinionated	leader	in	David	
with	a	personal	agenda	different	from	that	of	the	Lord.	This	
is	very	subtle,	but	 it	shows	us	how	leaders	can	easily	be	
swept	off	their	feet.	The	battle	for	the	work	of	God	in	these	
last	days	 is	 the	battle	 for	 the	 leaders	 in	 the	 church.	The	
work	 of	 God	 in	 this	 country	 is	 being	 disparaged	 and	
scorned	today	because	of	the	lifestyle	of	church	leaders.	

“And	 the	 word	 of	 the	 Lord	 came	 unto	 me,	
saying,	 Son	 of	man,	 prophesy,	 and	 say	 unto	
them,	 Thus	 saith	 the	 Lord	 God	 unto	 the	
shepherds	of	 Israel	 that	do	 feed	themselves!	
Should	not	the	shepherds	feed	the	flocks?	Ye	
eat	the	fat,	and	you	clothe	you	with	wool,	ye	kill	
them	that	are	fed:	but	ye	feed	not	the	flock.	The	
diseased	 have	 ye	 not	 strengthened,	 neither	
have	 ye	healed	 that	which	was	 sick,	 neither	
have	 ye	 bound	 up	 that	 which	 was	 broken,	
neither	 have	 you	 brought	 again	 that	 which	
was	driven	away,	neither	have	ye	sought	that	
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which	was	lost;	but	with	force	and	with	cruelty	
have	ye	ruled	them”	(Ezekiel	34:1–4).	this	is	the	
Lords	 verdict	 about	 today's	 church	 leaders	 in	
Nigeria.

One	wonders	why	our	nation	is	in	so	much	darkness	with	
the	number	of	churches	and	ministries	we	have	today,	our	
streets	 are	 laced	with	 church	buildings.	All	 kinds	of	 evil	
abound	 in	 our	 country	 today,	 yet	we	 parade	 the	 largest	
church	meetings	and	conventions	 in	every	corner	of	 the	
nation.	 When	 a	 nation	 is	 in	 darkness,	 it	 is	 because	 the	
church	 in	 that	 nation	 is	 in	 darkness.	 The	 church	 is	
supposed	to	be	the	light	of	the	nation,	we	are	supposed	to	
be	the	salt	of	our	nation,	but	when	the	church	has	lost	its	
savor,	it	is	good	for	nothing,	but	to	be	cast	out,	and	trodden	
under	foot	Mathew	5:13.	The	church	in	this	nation	needs	to	
wake	up.

Abomination	in	the	Holy	place
“The	 word	 that	 came	 to	 Jeremiah	 from	 the	
Lord	 saying,	 stand	 in	 the	 gate	 of	 the	 Lord's	
house,	and	proclaim	there	this	word,	and	say,	
hear	the	word	of	the	Lord,	all	ye	of	Judah,	that	
enter	in	at	these	gates	to	worship	the	LORD.	
Thus	saith	the	LORD	of	hosts,	the	God	of	Israel,	
Amend	your	ways	and	your	doings,	and	I	will	
cause	you	to	dwell	in	this	place.	Trust	ye	not	in	
lying	words,	saying,	the	temple	of	the	LORD,	
the	 temple	 of	 the	 LORD,	 The	 temple	 of	 the	
LORD,	 are	 these….	 Behold,	 ye	 trust	 in	 lying	
words	 that	 cannot	 profit.	 Will	 ye	 steal,	
murder,	 and	 commit	 adultery,	 and	 swear	
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falsely,	and	burn	incense	unto	Baal,	and	walk	
after	other	gods	whom	ye	know	not;	And	come	
and	 stand	before	me	 in	 this	house,	which	 is	
called	by	my	name,	and	say,	we	are	delivered	
to	 do	 all	 these	 abominations?	 Is	 this	 house,	
which	 is	 called	 by	 name,	 become	 a	 den	 of	
robbers	in	your	eyes?	Behold,	even	I	have	seen	
it,	saith	the	LORD”(Jeremiah	7:1-4,	8-11).

The	church	of	God	in	Nigeria	today	has	become	a	place	for	
buying	and	selling	where	the	souls	of	men	are	being	traded	
for	money.	There	is	abomination	right	in	the	holy	place.	We	
have	 abandoned	 the	 fountain	 of	 life	 and	 we	 have	 gone	
ahead	 to	 hewn	 for	 ourselves	 cisterns	 that	 cannot	 hold	
water	 “For	my	 people	 have	 committed	 two	 evils;	 they	
have	 forsaken	 me	 the	 fountain	 of	 living	 waters,	 and	
hewed	them	out	cisterns,	broken	cisterns,	that	can	hold	
no	water”	(Jeremiah	7:13).	Sadly,	the	church	has	become	a	
den	of	robbers.	Our	leaders	in	the	church	are	too	busy	with	
their	church	expansion	projects.	We	are	too	busy	raising	
money	 for	our	numerous	and	unending	projects.	 	Christ	
who	is	the	owner	of	the	church	has	been	locked	out	of	the	
church.	 He	 is	 standing	 at	 the	 door	 of	 the	 church	 and	
knocking,	asking	that	the	door	be	opened	so	that	he	may	
come	in	and	sup	with	the	church,	“Behold,	I	stand	at	the	
door,	and	knock:	if	any	man	hear	my	voice,	and	open	the	
door,	I	will	come	in	to	him,	and	will	sup	with	him,	and	he	
with	me”	(Revelation	3:	20).	

But	one	thing	is	sure	the	Lord	is	blowing	the	trumpet	in	
Zion,	and	he	is	sounding	the	alarm	in	his	holy	mountain	–	
and	the	message	is	loud	and	clear	-	let	all	the	inhabitants	of	
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the	earth	tremble,	for	the	day	of	the	Lord	is	at	hand;	gather	
the	 people	 unto	 the	 Lord	 (for	 unto	 the	 Lord	 shall	 the	
gathering	of	his	people	be),	assemble	the	elders,	gather	the	
children:	 let	 the	 bridegroom	 and	 the	 bride	 come	 out	 of	
their	 closet	 and	 pull	 down	 the	 artificial	 walls,	 the	 little	
kingdoms	 that	 we	 have	 built	 around	 ourselves	 called	
denominations,	let	the	ministers	abandon	their	personal	
agenda	and	come	out	and	weep	between	the	porch	and	the	
alter	and	cry	spare	thy	people	oh	Lord,	spare	Nigeria,	and	
heal	this	country	(Joel	2:.

The	Church	needs	to	wake	up	from	Sleep
Midnight	is	here	for	the	church	of	God	in	this	nation,	and	
the	ten	virgins	as	it	were	have	gone	out	to	meet	with	the	
bridegroom.	

	 “While	 the	 bridegroom	 tarried,	 they	 all	
slumbered	and	slept.	And	at	midnight	 there	
was	 a	 cry	 made,	 behold,	 the	 bridegroom	
cometh;	go	ye	out	 to	meet	him.	Then	all	 the	
virgins	 arose	 and	 trimmed	 their	 lambs”	
(Matthew	25:5-6).	

We	need	to	wake	up	from	our	sleep	and	trim	our	lamps.	We	
need	to	remove	all	the	sooth	and	clogs	on	our	lamps	so	that	
we	can	shine	brighter.	We	need	 to	get	more	oil	 into	our	
lamps	“	And	thou	shalt	command	the	children	of	Israel,	that	
they	bring	thee	pure	oil	olive	beaten	for	the	light,	to	cause	
the	lamp	to	burn	always”	(Ex	27:20).

“Whereof	he	saith,	Awake	thou	that	sleepest,	
and	arise	from	the	dead,	and	Christ	shall	give	
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thee	light.	See	that	ye	walk	circumspectly,	not	
as	 fools,	 but	 as	 wise,	 Redeeming	 the	 time,	
because	the	days	are	evil.	Wherefore	be	ye	not	
unwise,	 but	 understanding	what	 the	will	 of	
the	 Lord	 is.	 And	 be	 not	 drunk	 with	 wine,	
wherein	in	excess;	but	be	filled	with	the	spirit”		
(Ephesians	5:14-18).

									“And	that,	knowing	the	time,	that	now	it	is	high	
time	 to	 awake	 out	 of	 sleep:	 for	 now	 is	 our	
salvation	nearer	than	when	we	first	believed.	
The	night	is	far	spent,	the	day	is	at	hand:	let	us	
therefore	cast	off	the	works	of	darkness,	and	
let	us	put	on	the	armour	of	light.	Let	us	walk	
honestly,	 as	 in	 the	 day;	 not	 in	 rioting	 and	
drunkenness,	 not	 in	 chambering	 and	
wantonness,	not	in	strife	and	envying.	But	put	
ye	 on	 the	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ,	 and	 make	 not	
provision	 for	 the	 flesh,	 to	 fulfill	 the	 lusts	
thereof”		(Romans	13:11-14).

“If	my	people,	who	are	called	by	name,	shall	
humble	 themselves,	 and	 pray,	 and	 seek	 my	
face,	and	turn	from	their	wicked	ways;	 then	
will	I	hear	from	heaven,	and	will	forgive	their	
sin,	and	will	heal	their	land”		
(2Chronicles	7:14).

18
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The	days	that	the	Judges	ruled

“Now	 it	 came	 to	 pass	 in	 the	 days	 when	 the	
Judges	 ruled,	 that	 there	 was	 famine	 in	 the	
land.	And	a	 certain	man	of	 bethlehemjudah	
went	to	sojourn	in	the	country	of	Moab,	he	and	
his	wife,	and	his	two	sons.	And	the	name	of	the	
man	was	Elimelech,	and	his	wife	Naomi,	and	
the	two	sons	Mahlon	and	Chillion,	Ephrathites	
of	 Bethlehemjudah.	 And	 they	 came	 into	 the	
country	of	Moab,	and	continued	there”	
(Ruth	1:1-2).

e	can	find	a	good	description	of	what	happened	Win	 the	 day	 of	 the	 Judges	 in	 Judges	 2:16-23.	
“Nevertheless,	 the	 LORD	 raised	 up	 judges,	

which	delivered	them	out	of	the	hand	of	those	that	spoiled	
them.	And	yet	they	hearken	not	unto	their	judges,	but	went	
a	whoring	after	other	gods,	 and	bowed	 themselves	unto	
them:	 they	 turned	 quickly	 out	 of	 the	 way	 which	 their	
fathers	 walked	 in,	 obeying	 the	 commandments	 of	 the	
LORD;	but	they	did	not	so……..And	the	anger	of	the	LORD	
was	hot	against	Israel;	and	he	said,	because	that	this	people	
hath	transgressed	my	covenant	which	I	commanded	their	
fathers,	and	have	not	hearkened	unto	my	voice;	I	also	will	
not	 henceforth	 drive	 out	 any	 from	 before	 them	 of	 the	
nations	which	Joshua	left	when	he	died:	that	through	them	I	
may	PROVE	(test)	Israel,	whether	they	will	keep	the	way	of	
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the	LORD	to	walk	therein,	as	their	fathers	did	keep	it,	or	
not”

God	used	the	day	of	the	judges	to	prove	and	to	try	Israel.	
Deliberately,	God	allowed	the	trials	and	temptations,	and	
all	the	difficulties	that	came	to	Israel	to	test	Israel	whether	
they	will	keep	the	way	of	the	Lord	to	walk	therein.	It	is	a	day	
of	trial	for	Israel.	If	Israel	must	walk	perfect	before	the	Lord,	
she	must	be	proved	and	tested.	The	days	of	the	judges	are	
days	of	trial.	“My	brethren	count	it	all	joy	when	you	fall	
into	divers	temptations;	knowing	this,	that	the	trying	of	
your	faith	worketh	patience.	But	let	patience	have	her	
perfect	work,	that	ye	may	be	perfect	and	entire,	wanting	
nothing”	 (James	 1:2-4).	 We	 should	 accept	 and	 walk	
through	tribulations	and	trials	when	they	come	our	way,	
knowing	 that	 tribulation	 works	 patience;	 and	 patience	
experience;	and	experience,	hope:	and	hope	does	not	make	
ashamed.	(Romans	1:3-4).

The	book	of	Ruth	is	a	book	of	great	trial.	It	is	a	book	that	that	
shows	the	bitter	dealing	of	God	in	a	man's	life,	but	it	also	
shows	the	victory	and	triumph	of	obedience,	commitment,	
and	faithfulness	over	pain,	sorrow,	and	despair.	This	is	the	
only	path	to	greatness	in	God.	It	is	the	only	path	to	fullness.	
If	we	must	know	Him,	and	the	power	of	His	resurrection,	
we	must	also	know	the	fellowship	of	His	suffering	so	that	
we	may	be	made	conformable	unto	him.	(Philippians	3:10).

Elimelech	–	My	God	is	King

“And	the	name	of	the	man	was	Elimelech,	and	
his	wife	Naomi,	and	the	name	of	his	two	sons	
Mahlon	 and	 Chillion,	 Ephrathites	 of	
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Bethlehemjudah.	 And	 they	 came	 into	 the	
country	of	Moab	and	continued	there”	(Ruth	
1:2).	

The	 name	 “Elimelech”	 means	 my	 God	 is	 King.	 We	 can	
deduct	 from	 this	 meaning	 that	 Elimelech	 was	 a	 strong	
believer	 in	 God.	 His	 name	 tells	 us	 something	 about	 his	
nature.	In	the	scriptures	generally	names	speak	of	nature.	
So	 Elimelech	 was	 a	 serious-minded	 brother	 who	 knew	
what	it	means	to	surrender	to	God	and	to	recognize	him	as	
King.	This	fact	did	not	preclude	him	from	the	fierce	trial	he	
went	 through.	 Job	was	a	righteous	man	as	well,	but	God	
allowed	 the	 devil	 to	 tempt	 him.	 For	 some	 reasons,	
Elimelech	decided	to	relocate	to	Moab	to	escape	the	famine	
in	the	land	when	the	judges	ruled	over	his	Israel.	“Naomi”	
means	a	pleasant	one.	It	means	one	with	a	good	spirit.	So,	
we	find	here	an	innocent	couple	with	a	good	home,	who	
believe	very	much	in	God	and	have	been	faithful	 in	their	
own	way	in	the	worship	of	this	God	and	their	two	lovely	
sons,	 Mahlon	 and	 Chilion	 were	 subjected	 to	 a	 most	
harrowing	and	painful	experience	in	a	strange	land.	Good	
and	 righteous	 people	 also	 go	 through	 difficult	 times	
because	God	has	a	purpose	for	it.

In	verse	3	in	the	book	of	the	first	Ruth	we	were	told	that	
Elimelech,	Naomi's	husband	died;	and	Naomi	was	 left	of	
her	two	sons.	The	two	sons	married:	they	took	wives	of	the	
women	of	Moab;	the	name	of	one	was	Orpah,	and	the	other	
is	Ruth.	After	 about	 ten	 years	 of	 dwelling	 in	 the	 land	of	
Moab	Mahlon	and	Chillion	also	died.	This	was	an	extremely	
bitter	experience	for	Naomi.	In	the	space	of	ten	years	she	
had	lost	her	husband	and	two	grown	up	sons.	She	herself	
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exclaimed	in	verse	20	to	21	of	Ruth	chapter	1	“And	she	said,	
call	me	not	Naomi	(the	pleasant	one)	but	call	me	Mara	(for	
the	Almighty	hath	dealt	very	bitterly	with	me),	I	went	out	
full,	 and	 now	 the	 LORD	 hath	 brought	 me	 home	 again	
empty:	why	then	call	me	Naomi,	seeing	that	the	LORD	has	
testified	 against	me,	 and	 the	Almighty	 has	 afflicted	me”.	
This	was	an	extremely	difficult	moment	in	Naomi's	life.

Earlier,	she	had	entreated	the	two	women	who	are	wives	to	
her	late	sons	to	return	to	their	mother's	house	“And	Naomi	
said	unto	her	two	daughters	in	law,	Go,	return	each	to	her	
mother's	house:	the	Lord	deal	kindly	with	you,	as	ye	have	
dealt	with	the	dead	and	with	me.	The	LORD	grant	that	you	
may	find	rest,	each	of	you	in	the	house	of	her	husband.	Then	
she	kissed	them;	and	they	lifted	up	their	voice	and	wept”	
(verses	8-9).	The	anguish	was	so	much	for	Naomi	and	these	
two	young	ladies	so	much	so	that	they	lifted	up	their	voices	
and	wept	bitterly.	

For	a	second	time,	Naomi	pleaded	with	the	women	to	go	
back	home	when	 they	 insisted,	 they	weren't	going	back.	
They	lifted	up	their	voice	and	wept	again	and	Orpah	kissed	
her	mother-in-	law,	but	Ruth	CLAVE	unto	her	(Verse	14).	
This	 was	 a	 defining	 moment	 for	 both	 Orpah	 and	 Ruth.	
Orpah	after	kissing	Naomi	returned	home	to	her	father's	
house,	 but	Ruth	 insisted	 she	was	not	 going	 to	 leave	her	
mother-in-law	“	And	Ruth	said,	intreat	me	not	to	leave	thee,	
or	 to	 return	 from	 following	 after	 thee:	 for	 wither	 thou	
goest,	I	will	go;	and	where	thou	lodgest,	I	will	 lodge:	thy	
people	shall	be	my	people,	and	thy	God	my	God	(Verse	16).	
For	 these	 two	young	 ladies,	 this	was	midnight	 for	 them.	
Both	of	them	have	been	faithful	to	their	late	husbands	and	
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to	 their	mother-in-law.	But	 just	 like	 the	 ten	 virgins	who	
went	out	to	meet	with	the	bridegroom,	they	separated	by	a	
midnight	cry.	Suddenly	Orpah	discovered	that	much	as	she	
loved	her	late	husband	and	loved	Naomi,	her	mother	in	law,	
she	just	does	not	have	the	strength	to	go	beyond	this	point.	
She	knew	she	couldn't	go	any	further,	she	had	no	grace	to	go	
any	further;	she	had	no	oil	in	her	vessel	to	carry	her	beyond	
this	point.	This	is	the	point	of	separation	between	the	five	
wise	virgins	and	five	foolish	virgins.

Midnight	is	here	brethren.	A	man's	character	and	strength	
will	be	revealed	only	in	the	day	of	adversity.	It	is	midnight	
that	will	 show	 if	we	still	have	oil	 in	our	vessel.	God	will	
separate	in	this	midnight	hour	between	the	“men”	and	the	
“boys”.	He	will	separate	between	Orpah	and	Ruth.	God	will	
show	us	that	there	is	a	difference	between	“KISSING”	and	
“CLAVING”.	 “Kissing”	signifies	a	 level	of	 contact	between	
two	 individuals,	 but	 at	 best,	 it	 suggests	 an	 ephemeral	
contact	while	“Claving”	as	against	“Kissing”	means	a	union	
of	soul	and	body,	it	means	total	surrender,	it	means	total	
union	between	 two	people.	The	 implication	of	claving	 is	
total	surrender,	no	longer	our	will,	wherever	he	goes	we	go,	
whatever	He	says	is	final.	It	is	no	longer	our	will	but	let	his	
will	alone	be	done	in	all	areas	of	our	life.

Just	like	Gideon	separated	those	who	lapped	the	water	with	
one	hand	and	carried	their	weapons	with	the	other	hand	
and	those	who	lapped	the	water	with	both	hands,	God	also	
will	separate	between	those	who	will	press	unto	to	fulness	
and	those	who	will	settle	for	less	through	the	experiences	
he	is	passing	us	through.
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A	new	Day	–	The	beginning	of	the	harvest

“So,	Naomi	returned,	and	Ruth	the	Moabitess,	
her	daughter	in	law,	with	her,	which	returned	
out	of	the	country	of	Moab:	and	they	came	to	
Bethlehem	in	the	beginning	of	barley	harvest”	
(Ruth	1:22).

It	is	very	significant	that	Naomi	and	her	daughter	in-law	
returned	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 barley	 harvest.	 It's	 the	
beginning	 of	 a	 new	 day	 in	 God;	 it's	 the	 beginning	 of	
restoration.	God	will	surely	restore	the	wasted	years,	the	
years	that	have	been	eaten	up	by	the	caterpillar	and	the	
palmerworm,	God	shall	restore.	“Then	will	the	LORD	be	
jealous	for	his	land,	and	pity	his	people,	the	LORD	will	
answer	and	say	unto	his	people,	Behold,	I	will	send	you	
corn,	 and	 wine,	 and	 oil,	 and	 ye	 shall	 be	 satisfied	
therewith:	 and	 I	 will	 no	 more	 make	 you	 a	 reproach	
among	the	heathen……	Be	glad	then,	ye	children	of	Zion,	
and	rejoice	in	the	LORD	your	God:	for	he	hath	given	you	
former	rain	moderately,	and	he	will	cause	to	come	down	
for	you	the	rain,	the	former	rain,	and	the	latter	rain	in	
the	first	month”	(Joel	2:18	–	19,	23).

It's	 a	new	day	 for	 the	 church.	The	Lord	will	 answer	our	
prayers	and	send	healing	to	the	church.	He	will	break	our	
fallow	grounds	and	cause	his	people	to	sow	to	themselves	
in	righteousness	and	send	rain	to	the	church	once	again.	
The	 Lord	 will	 bring	 corn	 and	 wine	 and	 oil	 back	 to	 the	
church.	And	he	will	take	away	our	reproach	and	revive	his	
people.
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Entering	into	our	Rest	-	The	Time	is	Now

“Then	Naomi	her	mother	in	law	said	unto	her,	
my	daughter,	shall	I	not	seek	rest	for	thee,	that	
it	may	be	well	with	thee?	And	now	is	Boaz	of	
our	kindred,	with	whose	maidens	thou	wast?	
Behold,	he	winnoweth	barley	tonight?”	(Ruth	
3:1)	

Naomi	recognized	the	timing	of	God.	She	rightly	discerned	
the	time	and	the	season	in	God.	She	knew	it	was	time	for	
Ruth	to	step	into	her	rest.	We	should	not	be	ignorant	of	the	
times	 and	 seasons	 in	 God.	 The	 sons	 of	 Issachar	 in	
1Chronicles12:32	 had	 understanding	 of	 the	 times	 and	
knew	 what	 Israel	 ought	 to	 do.	 “And	 of	 the	 children	 of	
Issachar,	which	were	men	that	had	understanding	of	the	
times,	to	know	what	Israel	ought	to	do;	the	heads	of	them	
were	 two	 hundred;	 and	 all	 their	 brethren	were	 at	 their	
commandment”.	May	God	raise	leaders	in	our	midst	today	
who	like	Naomi	in	the	hour	of	restoration	and	recovery	will	
be	able	to	discern	the	direction,	and	all	that	is	needed	for	us	
to	step	into	our	rest.

We	need	to	awake	from	our	sleep	so	that	Christ	can	give	us	
light.	We	need	to	walk	circumspectly,	not	as	fools,	but	as	
wise,	 redeeming	 the	 time,	because	 the	days	are	evil.	We	
need	to	be	wise,	understanding	what	the	will	of	the	Lord	is	
Ephesians	5:14-17.	“Thy	watchmen	shall	lift	up	the	voice;	
with	the	voice	together	shall	they	sing:	for	they	shall	see	
eye	 to	 eye,	 when	 the	 LORD	 shall	 bring	 again	 Zion”	
(Isaiah	 52:8).	 In	 Matthew	 25	 while	 the	 bridegroom	
tarried,	the	10	virgins	slumbered	and	slept,	but	at	midnight	
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there	was	a	cry	made,	behold,	the	bridegroom	cometh;	go	
ye	out	to	meet	him.	Then	all	the	virgins	arose	and	trimmed	
their	lambs	(Verses	5-7).	Who	were	these	criers,	who	were	
these	men	and	women	who	were	so	alert,	and	could	spot	
the	bridegroom	from	afar	off,	even	while	everybody	else	
has	 fallen	 asleep?	 These	 are	 the	 watchmen.	 God	 has	
watchmen	 in	 every	 generation	 who	 could	 spot	 the	
direction	of	the	arrival	of	the	bridegroom	at	every	point	in	
time.	They	know	the	time.	Their	duty	is	to	alert	the	house,	
to	awake	all	the	sleeping	giants	in	the	house.	Their	duty	is	to	
tell	the	house	how	much	of	the	night	is	left	and	how	much	
longer	will	it	be	night,	what	time	of	the	night	and	how	soon	
will	the	night	be	over	“The	burden	of	Dumah.	He	calleth	to	
me	out	of	Seir,	Watchman,	what	of	the	night?	Watchman,	
what	 of	 the	 night?	 The	Watchman	 said,	 the	morning	
cometh,	and	also	the	night:	if	ye	will	enquire,	enquire	ye:	
return,	come”	(Isaiah	21	vs.	11-12).

The	Instructions	of	Naomi	to	Ruth	–	The	Path	into	God's	
rest	for	Ruth

Naomi	said	to	Ruth	“Wash	thyself	therefore,	and	anoint	
thee,	and	put	thy	raiment	upon	thee,	and	get	thee	down	
to	the	floor:	but	make	not	thyself	known	unto	the	man,	
until	he	shall	have	done	eating	and	drinking”	(Ruth	3:3).

·	 Wash	thyself
The	instructions	given	to	Ruth	by	Naomi	as	she	sought	for	
rest	for	her	to	“Wash	herself”	is	very	significant.	There	was	
no	way	she	could	come	closer	except	she	washes	away	all	
filth	 that	 may	 have	 attached	 itself	 to	 her	 knowingly	 or	
unknowingly.	There	is	need	for	cleansing.	“That	he	might	
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sanctify	and	cleanse	the	church	with	the	washing	of	water	
by	 the	word”	(Ephesians	5:26).	“Sanctify	 them	through	
thy	truth:	thy	word	is	truth”	(John	17:17).	“For	the	word	
of	God	is	quick,	and	powerful,	and	sharper	than	any	two-
edged	sword,	piercing	even	to	the	dividing	asunder	of	
soul	and	spirit,	and	of	the	joints	and	marrow,	and	is	a	
discerner	 of	 the	 thoughts	 and	 intents	 of	 the	 heart”	
(Hebrews	 4:12).There	 is	 a	 need	 for	 us	 to	 receive	 the	
unadulterated	word	of	God	into	our	lives.	The	true	word	of	
God	is	able	to	cleanse	us	from	sins;	it	is	able	to	sanctify	us	
and	separate	us	from	the	things	of	the	world.	We	must	lay	
aside	 all	 filthiness	 and	 superfluity	 of	 naughtiness,	 and	
receive	with	meekness	the	engrafted	word,	which	is	able	to	
save	our	souls	(James	1:21).	We	must	become	doers	of	the	
word,	and	not	hearers	only,	deceiving	ourselves.	For	if	any	
be	a	hearer	of	the	word	and	not	a	doer,	he	is	like	unto	a	man	
beholding	 his	 natural	 face	 in	 a	 glass:	 for	 he	 beholdeth	
himself,	 and	 goeth	 his	 way,	 and	 straightaway	 forgettteh	
what	manner	of	man	he	was	(James	1:s	22-	24).

·	 Anoint	thyself
The	 second	 instruction	 of	 Naomi	 unto	 Ruth	 is	 'anoint	
thyself'.	This	is	very	important	and	significant	because	it	is	
the	 anointing	 that	 breaks	 the	 yoke.	More	 than	 anything	
else,	what	we	need	 is	 the	anointing.	We	can	have	all	 the	
knowledge	we	want	to	have	and	have	all	the	structures	we	
want	to	have,	but	if	the	anointing	is	missing,	everything	is	a	
waste.	It	shall	come	to	pass	in	that	day,	that	the	burden	shall	
be	taken	away	from	off	thy	shoulder,	and	his	yoke	from	off	
thy	neck,	and	the	yoke	shall	be	destroyed	because	of	the	
anointing	 (Isaiah	 10:27).	 “And	 thou	 shalt	 take	 the	
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anointing	oil,	and	anoint	the	tabernacle,	and	all	that	is	
therein,	and	shalt	hallow	it,	and	all	the	vessels	thereof:	
and	it	shall	be	holy.	And	thou	shalt	anoint	the	altar	of	the	
burnt	offering,	and	all	his	vessels,	and	sanctify	the	altar:	
and	it	shall	be	an	altar	most	holy.	And	thou	shalt	anoint	
the	 laver	 and	 his	 foot	 and	 sanctify	 it.	 And	 thou	 shall	
bring	Aaron	and	his	sons	unto	the	door	of	the	tabernacle	
of	 the	 congregation	 and	 wash	 them	 with	 water.	 And	
thou	 shalt	 put	 upon	 Aaron	 the	 holy	 garments,	 and	
anoint	him,	and	sanctify	him;	that	he	may	minister	unto	
me	in	the	priest's	office.	And	thou	shall	bring	his	sons	
and	clothe	them	with	coats:	And	thou	shalt	anoint	them,	
as	thou	didst	anoint	their	father,	that	they	may	minister	
unto	me	in	the	priest's	office:	for	their	anointing	shall	
surely	 be	 an	 everlasting	 priesthood	 throughout	 all	
generations”	(Exodus	40:9	–	15).

·	 Put	on	thy	Raiment
The	third	instruction	that	Naomi	gave	to	Ruth	was	'Put	on	
thy	raiment'.	This	is	very	important.	Raiment	here	stands	
for	 our	 clothes,	 our	 covering;	what	we	 put	 on.	 Raiment	
represents	our	character.	We	must	put	off	the	old	man,	the	
works	of	the	flesh	“That	ye	put	off	concerning	the	former	
conversation	the	old	man,	which	is	corrupt	according	to	
the	deceitful	lusts;	and	be	renewed	in	the	spirit	of	your	
mind;	And	that	ye	put	on	the	new	man,	which	after	God	is	
created	in	righteousness	and	true	holiness.	Wherefore	
putting	 away	 lying,	 speak	 every	 man	 truth	 to	 his	
neighbor:	 for	 we	 are	members	 one	 of	 another.	 Be	 ye	
angry,	and	sin	not:	let	not	the	sun	go	down	upon	your	
wrath:	 neither	 give	 place	 for	 the	 devil”	 (Ephesians	
4:22–27).	Unless	we	put	righteousness	and	live	holy	lives	
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stepping	into	our	rest	and	into	the	stature	of	the	fullness	of	
Christ	will	continue	to	elude	us.		There	is	a	lot	of	deceit	and	
untruthfulness	 in	 the	 house	 today.	 God	 must	 purge	 his	
house	of	every	unrighteousness	“But	now	ye	also	put	off	
all	 these;	 anger,	 wrath,	 malice,	 blasphemy,	 filthy	
communication	 out	 of	 your	 mouth.	 Lie	 not	 one	 to	
another,	seeing	that	ye	have	put	off	the	old	man	with	his	
deeds;	and	have	put	on	the	new	man,	which	is	renewed	in	
knowledge	 after	 the	 image	 of	 him	 that	 created	 him”	
(Colossians	3:8	–	10).

·	 Get	down	to	the	floor
Getting	down	to	the	floor	and	lying	on	the	floor	is	the	lowest	
any	man	can	go.	Sometimes	God	will	bring	us	to	our	wits	
end	in	order	to	accomplish	his	purpose	in	our	lives.	Naomi	
instructed	her	daughter	in	law	Ruth	to	humble	herself	and	
bring	herself	down	to	the	floor	so	that	the	glory	of	God	can	
come	upon	her.	At	this	point,	Ruth	had	nothing	to	show	off,	
nothing	to	defend	or	to	protect	other	than	that	she	wanted	
to	be	covered	with	the	glory	of	God.	We	need	to	humble	
ourselves	 under	 the	mighty	 hand	 of	 God.	 A	man's	 pride	
shall	bring	him	low:	but	honour	shall	uphold	the	humble	in	
spirit.	Jesus	said	whosoever	shall	humble	himself	as	a	little	
child,	the	same	is	the	greatest	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven,	
whosoever	shall	exalt	himself	shall	be	abased;	and	he	that	
shall	humble	himself	shall	be	exalted.	“God	will	give	more	
grace	to	the	humble,	wherefore	he	saith,	God	resisteth	
the	proud,	but	giveth	grace	to	the	humble”	(James	4:	6).

Our	Nearest	kinsman
Ruth	did	all	that	Naomi	said	unto	her	“And	she	said	unto	
her,	all	that	thou	sayest	unto	me	I	will	do.	And	she	went	
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down	unto	 the	 floor	 and	 she	 did	 according	 to	 all	 her	
mother-in-law	bade	her”	(Ruth	3:6-7).	God	will	demand	
total	 obedience	 from	 us	 in	 this	 midnight	 hour.	 Partial	
obedience	will	not	do;	it	has	to	be	total	obedience.	Those	
who	will	press	in	to	God's	fulness	like	Ruth	must	walk	in	
complete	and	total	obedience.

“And	it	came	to	pass	at	midnight,	that	the	man	was	afraid,	
and	turned	himself:	and	behold,	a	woman	lay	at	his	feet.	
And	he	said,	who	art	thou?	And	she	answered,	I	am	Ruth	
thine	 handmaid:	 spread	 therefore	 thy	 skirt	 over	 thine	
handmaid;	 for	 thou	 art	 a	 near	 kinsman”.	 God	 saw	 the	
sincerity	and	commitment	in	Ruth's	life.	Her	obedience	was	
total	 and	 complete.	 “And	he	 said,	 blessed	be	 thou	of	 the	
LORD,	my	daughter:	for	thou	has	shewed	more	kindness	in	
the	 latter	 end	 than	 at	 the	 beginning,	 inasmuch	 as	 thou	
followest	not	young	men,	whether	poor	or	rich.	And	now	
my	daughter,	fear	not;	I	will	do	to	thee	all	that	thou	requires:	
for	 all	 the	 city	 of	my	 people	 doth	 know	 that	 thou	 art	 a	
virtuous	woman”	(verses10-11).

The	Lord,	who	 is	 our	nearest	 kinsman,	will	 arise	 in	 this	
midnight	hour	as	we	come	to	him	in	humility	and	he	will	
spread	his	covering	over	all	who	are	his	handmaids	and	
who	have	faithfully	followed	him	in	this	midnight	hour.	He	
will	spread	his	covering	over	all	those	who	have	refused	to	
be	 distracted	 by	 the	 things	 of	 this	 world	 and	 the	
deceitfulness	of	riches.	Ruth	refused	to	be	distracted	she	
did	not	follow	other	young	men	whether	poor	or	rich,	her	
eyes	were	fixed	on	the	Lord;	her	eyes	were	single.	
The	Lord	in	this	midnight	hour	is	raising	true	servants	of	
God	who	will	not	defile	themselves	with	women(the	things	
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of	this	world	and	the	adulterous	systems)	because	they	are	
virgins,	 but	 they	 will	 follow	 the	 Lord	 whithersoever	 he	
goeth	 (Revelations	 14:4),	 realizing	 that	 the	 present	
affliction	of	the	midnight	hour	 is,	but	 for	a	moment,	and	
that	it	is	working	out	for	us	a	far	more	exceeding	weight	of	
glory.	These	ones	will	not	look	unto	themselves,	but	only	
unto	Jesus,	the	author	and	finisher	of	their	faith,	while	not	
looking	at	the	things	which	are	seen,	but	at	the	things	which	
are	not	 seen	 for	 the	 things	which	are	seen	are	 temporal	
while	the	things	which	are	not	seen	are	eternal.

The	Lord	will	extend	the	borders	of	his	garment	over	his	
people	in	this	midnight	hour,	those	who	are	dwelling	and	
remaining	 in	 his	 secret	 place.	 “He	 that	 dwelleth	 in	 the	
secret	 place	 of	 the	 most	 high	 shall	 abide	 under	 the	
shadow	of	the	Almighty.	He	will	extend	the	shadow	of	his	
covering	 over	 us,	 and	 he	 will	 be	 our	 refuge	 and	 our	
fortress.	He	will	deliver	us	from	the	snare	of	the	fowler,	
and	 the	noisome	pestilence.	He	will	 cover	us	with	his	
feathers,	and	under	his	wings	shall	we	trust:	his	truth	
shall	be	our	shield	and	buckler	and	we	will	not	be	afraid	
of	the	terror	by	night;	nor	for	the	arrow	that	flieth	by	
day;	nor	for	the	pestilence	that	walketh	in	darkness;	nor	
for	the	destruction	that	wasteth	at	noonday.	A	thousand	
shall	fall	at	thy	side,	and	ten	thousand	at	thy	right	hand;	
but	it	shall	not	come	nigh	thee.	Only	with	your	eyes	will	
you	behold	and	see	 the	reward	of	 the	wicked”	 (Psalm	
91:1	–	8).

Six	Measures	of	Barley

“Also,	 he	 said,	 bring	 the	 vail	 that	 thou	 hast	
upon	thee,	and	hold	it.	And	when	she	held	it,	he	
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measured	six	measures	of	barley,	and	laid	it	
on	her:	and	she	went	into	the	city”	(Ruth	3:15)

It	was	very	significant	to	know	that	Boaz	gave	to	Ruth	six	
measures	of	barley.	Six	as	we	all	know	 is	 the	number	of	
man.	Man	was	made	on	the	sixth	day.	Six	also	represents	
the	eve	of	the	sabbath	which	is	the	rest	of	God.	Ruth	was	
actually	standing	at	the	eve	of	her	rest.	She	had	come	a	long	
way,	paying	the	price	and	walking	with	God	in	obedience.	
She	had	come	 to	 the	place	of	her	rest.	She	was	about	 to	
press	into	the	holy	of	holies.	She	was	standing	at	the	verge	
of	 God's	 rest	 for	 her	 life.	 This	 is	 the	meaning	 of	 the	 six	
measures	of	barley	that	was	given	to	her.	

Naomi's	response	to	Ruth	when	she	got	home	and	brought	
the	six	measures	of	barley	home	was	“Then	she	said	unto	
her,	sit	still,	my	daughter,	until	you	know	how	the	matter	
will	turn:	for	the	man	will	not	rest,	until	he	have	finished	the	
thing	 this	 day”	 (Verse	 18).	 Meaning	 this	 matter	 will	 be	
concluded	today.	Sit	still	and	wait	for	the	manifestation	of	
the	rest	of	God	for	you	are	standing	at	the	eve	of	the	day	of	
God's	 rest.“There	 remaineth	 therefor	 a	 rest	 for	 the	
people	of	God.	For	he	that	is	entered	into	his	rest,	he	also	
hath	ceased	from	his	own	works,	as	God	did	from	his.	Let	
us	labour	therefore	to	enter	into	that	rest,	lest	any	man	
fall	after	the	same	example	of	unbelief”	(Hebrews	4	:9-
11).

Naomi	and	Ruth	Stepped	into	their	Rest	

“So,	Boaz	took	Ruth,	and	she	was	his	wife:	and	
he	 went	 in	 unto	 her,	 the	 LORD	 gave	 her	
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conception,	 and	 she	 bare	 a	 son.	 And	 the	
women	 said	 to	Naomi,	 blessed	be	 the	 LORD,	
which	 hath	 not	 left	 thee	 this	 day	 without	 a	
kinsman,	 that	 his	 name	 may	 be	 famous	 in	
Israel.	And	he	shall	be	unto	thee	a	restorer	of	
thy	life,	and	a	nourisher	of	thine	old	age:	for	
thy	daughter	in	law,	which	loveth	thee,	which	
is	 better	 to	 thee	 than	 seven	 sons,	 hath	born	
him”	(Ruth	4:13-15).

Naomi	found	rest	herself	rest	after	all	the	years	of	labour	
and	great	pains.	Her	expectations	were	not	 lost	after	all.	
God	made	a	way	where	there	was	no	way.	She	found	her	
rest,	she	stepped	into	fullness.	The	Lord	restored	her	life,	
the	Lord	restored	all	the	wasted	years.	The	years	that	had	
been	eaten	up	by	the	caterpillar	and	the	canker	worm	were	
restored.	The	Lord	became	the	nourisher	of	her	life.	“And	
Naomi	took	the	child,	and	laid	it	in	her	bosom,	and	became	
nurse	unto	it.	And	the	women	her	nieghbours	gave	the	baby	
a	 name,	 saying,	 there	 is	 a	 son	 born	 to	 Naomi;	 and	 they	
called	his	name	Obed:	he	is	the	father	of	Jesse,	the	father	of	
David.

In	the	same	way	the	Lord	is	going	to	restore	the	church.	The	
wasted	years	God	will	surely	restore	like	he	restored	Ruth	
and	Naomi.	The	Lord	will	heal	the	wounds	of	the	church	
and	bring	back	the	lost	glory	of	the	church.	Ichabod	shall	no	
longer	be	the	state	of	the	church.	“Be	glad	then,	ye	children	
of	Zion,	and	rejoice	in	the	LORD	your	God:	for	he	hath	given	
you	the	former	rain,	and	the	latter	rain	in	the	first	month”	
(Joel	2:2-3),	hitherto	God	has	given	us	the	rain	moderately,	
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it	has	been	here	a	little	there	a	little,	precept	upon	precept,	
line	upon	line	but	God	has	promised	that	he	will	cause	to	
come	down	upon	us	the	rain,	the	former	rain,	and	the	later	
rain	 in	 the	 first	 month.	 This	 definitely	 is	 not	 normal	
because	usually	there	is	gap	of	several	months	separating	
the	first	rain	from	the	latter	rain.	

The	first	rain	is	the	sowing	rain	while	the	later	rain	is	the	
harvest	rain	and	there	is	usually	a	gap	between	the	two.	But	
God	is	saying	here,	I	will	do	the	extraordinary,	I	will	give	you	
both	the	sowing	rain	and	the	later	rain	in	the	same	month.	
This	means	that	as	you	are	sowing	you	will	be	reaping	and	
harvesting	almost	about	the	same	time.	God	is	going	to	do	a	
quick	work	among	us.	As	we	open	up	our	hearts	to	God,	He	
will	restore	to	us	the	years	that	the	locust,	the	cankerworm,	
and	 the	 caterpillar,	 and	 the	palmerworm	has	 eaten.	The	
Lord	will	pour	out	his	spirit	upon	all	flesh;	and	your	sons	
and	daughters	shall	prophesy,	your	old	men	shall	dream	
dreams,	your	young	men	shall	see	visions:	And	also	upon	
the	servants	and	upon	the	handmaids	in	those	days	will	I	
pour	out	my	spirit	(Joel	2:28-29).

It	 is	 time	 for	 us	 to	 seek	 the	 Lord,	 break	 our	 fallow	
grounds,and	sow	to	ourselves	in	righteousness	so	that	the	
Lord	will	come	to	us	and	rain	righteousness	upon	us	Hosea	
10:12.	So	that	we	can	all	come	in	the	unity	of	faith,	and	of	
the	knowledge	of	the	Son	of	God,	unto	a	perfect	man,	unto	
the	measure	of	the	stature	of	the	fulness	of	Christ:	that	we	
henceforth	 be	 no	more	 children,	 tossed	 to	 and	 fro,	 and	
carried	about	with	every	wind	of	doctrine,	by	the	sleight	of	
men.	And	cunning	craftiness,	whereby	they	lie	in	wait	to	
deceive	(Ephesians	4:13-14).
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he	 Lord	 is	 sending	 a	 wakeup	 call	 to	 his	 people.	T“Wherefore	 he	 saith,	 awake	 thou	 that	 sleepest,	
and	 arise	 from	 the	 dead,	 and	 Christ	 shall	 give	

thee	light.	See	that	you	walk	circumspectly,	not	as	fools,	
but	wise,	redeeming	the	time,	because	the	days	are	evil,	
therefore	you	should	not	be	unwise,	but	understanding	
what	the	will	of	the	Lord	is.	And	be	not	drunk	with	wine	
but	be	filled	with	the	Holy	spirit”	(Ephesians		4:13	-18).	

“The	 burden	 of	 Dumah,	 He	 calleth	 me	 out	 of	 Seir,	
Watchman,	what	of	the	night?	Watchman,	what	of	the	
night?”	Isaiah	21:1	-12.	The	question	is	how	much	of	the	
night	is	left?	How	much	longer	will	 it	be	night?	Verse	12	
says,	“…	it	is	time	to	seek	the	Lord,	to	inquire,	and	to	return,	
it	is	time	to	come”	It	is	clear	that	Midnight	is	here,	and	the	
church	needs	to	know	how	to	navigate	this	midnight	hour.	
What	should	be	our	attitude	as	Christians	in	this	midnight	
hour?	What	should	be	our	disposition,	and	what	manner	of	
men	we	ought	we	to	be	in	this	midnight	hour.	Knowing	the	
time,	 it	 is	high	time	that	we	woke	up	from	sleep,	for	our	
salvation	 is	 nearer	 than	when	we	 first	 believed	Romans	
13:11.	“Therefore,	let	us	not	sleep.	As	do	others;	but	let	us	
watch	 and	 be	 sober.	 For	 they	 that	 sleep	 sleep	 in	 the	
night;”	1Thessalonians		5:6-7.	

Matthew	 25:1	 “Then	 shall	 the	 kingdom	 of	
heaven	be	likened	unto	ten	virgins;	which	took	
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their	 lambs	 and	 went	 forth	 to	 meet	 the	
bridegroom”.	

There	are	a	number	of	things	that	God	expects	of	us	as	we	
look	closely	at	this	verse	of	scripture.	The	entire	chapter	is	
about	 the	 church;	 it	 is	 about	 the	 kingdom	 of	 heaven.	
Incidentally	Matthew	is	the	only	New	Testament	author	to	
use	the	phrase	“Kingdom	of	God”.	While	the	other	gospels	
frequently	 reference	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 God.	 Matthew's	
gospel	appears	to	have	placed	emphasis	on	the	concept	of	
the	Kingdom.	Mathew	references	the	kingdom	the	most.	If	
we	want	to	understand	how	the	plan	of	God	will	unfold	for	
the	church	in	these	last	days,	then	we	need	to	study	closely	
the	parable	of	the	ten	virgins.	

Why	is	the	parable	about	virgins?	It	is	very	instructive	that	
the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	likened	unto	10	virgins.	Virgins	
are	 young	 women	 who	 have	 never	 had	 any	 intimate	
relationship	 with	 any	 man.	 Virgins	 are	 people	 that	 are	
undefiled,	a	people	who	have	not	been	defiled	by	things	of	
the	 world.	 A	 people	 separated	 unto	 God.	 A	 people	
untouched,	untainted,	untarnished,	and	unadulterated	by	
the	world.	Clearly,	this	message	is	about	the	church,	 it	 is	
about	a	people	who	have	been	redeemed	and	washed	in	the	
blood	 of	 the	 Lamb.	 It	 is	 about	 a	 people	who	 have	 been	
translated	from	the	kingdom	of	darkness	into	the	kingdom	
of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	So,	we	see	that	the	message	that	is	
about	to	follow	in	this	Chapter	is	clearly	a	message	for	God's	
people	 passing	 through	 a	 night	 situation.	 Midnight	 is	
coming	and	the	church	needs	to	prepare.	The	church	needs	
to	stand	truly	as	virgins	and	be	totally	separated	from	all	
forms	of	defilements	and	entanglements.	These	are	they,	
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which	were	not	defiled	with	women;	for	they	are	virgins.	
“These	are	they	which	follow	the	Lamb	withersoever	he	
goeth.	These	were	redeemed	from	among	men,	being	the	
first	fruits	unto	God	and	to	the	Lamb”	(Revelation	14:4).

A	 time	 of	 separation	 is	 coming;	 the	 church	 needs	 to	 be	
prepared;	 a	 time	when	our	patience	 as	 a	 people	will	 be	
tried	 is	 coming,	 challenging	 times	 are	 ahead	 of	 us	 as	 a	
people.	A	 time	of	 separation	 indeed	 is	 coming	when	 the	
wise	 virgins	 will	 be	 separated	 from	 the	 foolish	 virgins,	
when	the	gold	will	be	separated	from	the	gold	plated,	the	
wheat	from	the	chaff,	the	sheep	from	the	goat,	and	the	men	
from	 the	 boys.	 The	 church	 needs	 to	 be	 prepared.	 The	
scriptures	 admonish	 us	 that	 we	 should	 not	 walk	 in	
darkness,	we	should	not	walk	in	ignorance,	so	that	that	day	
shall	not	overtake	us	as	a	thief		I	Thessalonians	5:4.

Let	us	take	note	of	what	the	10	virgins	did.	What	were	their	
first	 steps?	 What	 motivated	 them?	 What	 did	 they	 see?	
Where	were	they	going?	What	was	their	comportment?	If	
we	 are	 able	 to	 provide	 some	 answers	 to	 some	 of	 these	
questions,	 then	 we	 would	 be	 on	 the	 path	 to	 preparing	
ourselves	for	the	challenges	of		the	midnight	hour.

1.		 The	Virgins	Responded	to	a	Call
It	is	clear	in	verse	1	that	the	virgins	were	responding	to	a	
call.	We	didn't	have	much	details	from	this	verse,	but	it	was	
clear	 that	 the	virgins	were	 living	 their	normal	 lives,	 and	
doing	their	own	thing,	but	at	a	point,	a	call	came	to	them	
individually	and	they	responded	to	that	call.	There	was	a	
sense	of	urgency	in	the	manner	of	their	response;	it	is	clear	
that	 something	 jolted	 them;	 something	 gingered	 and	
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propelled	 them	 forward.	 They	 heard	 something.	 Deep	
down	in	their	hearts	they	heard	a	call	to	come	up	hither,	a	
call	to	reach	out	to	the	deep	things	of	God,	a	call	to	leave	the	
outer	court	and	to	move	beyond	the	veil	to	be	united	with	
Him.	They	heard	a	call	to	press	into	the	holiest	place.	It	was	
a	 deep	 inner	 hunger	 and	 yearning	 to	 see	 Him.	 Like	 the	
Greeks	said,	“We	would	see	Jesus”.	They	wanted	to	meet	the	
bridegroom.	They	wanted	to	come	into	fullness	to	be	one	
with	Christ	in	all	things.

In	the	same	way,	there	are	many	virgins	today	serving	the	
Lord	faithfully	in	their	different	corners.	All	their	lives	they	
have	served	one	ministry	or	the	other,	one	man	of	God	or	
the	other,	but	there	is	a	deep	inner	yearning	for	more	of	
God.	I	can	hear	the	heartbeat	of	many	virgins	scattered	all	
around	this	country,	buried	in	different	denominations,	but	
their	hearts	are	crying	out	for	the	true	God.	Jesus	said	my	
sheep	would	hear	my	voice	and	the	voice	of	another	they	
will	not	follow.	Let	him	who	has	ears	let	him	hear	what	the	
spirit	of	the	Lord	is	saying	to	the	churches.	

Beyond	Pentecost	God	is	calling	us	to	a	deeper	walk	with	
Himself.	The	eye	of	the	Lord	is	running	to	and	fro	all	the	
earth	and	God	is	looking	for	men	whose	heart	are	perfect	
towards	him	so	that	he	may	show	himself	strong	on	their	
behalf	(2Chronicles	16:9).	The	Lord	is	sounding	the	alarm	
and	he	 is	 blowing	 the	 trumpet	 upon	his	 holy	mountain.	
Somebody	in	the	house	must	heed	the	call	of	the	spirit	and	
respond	like	the	ten	virgins	to	this	deeper	inner	call.	We	
have	compassed	this	mountain	long	enough;	it	is	time	for	
us	to	move	forward.	It	is	time	for	a	people	in	these	last	days,	
with	a	burning	desire	in	their	hearts	to	seek	the	Lord	with	
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all	their	hearts.	A	people	must	rise	up	from	their	lukewarm	
position	and	truly	cross	the	veil	of	this	flesh	“Blessed	are	
they	that	hunger	and	thirst	for	they	shall	be	filled”.	Blow	
the	trumpet	in	Zion,	call	a	solemn	assembly:	gather	the	
people.”	(Joel	2:15-16).	“Gather	together	my	saints	unto	
me;	 those	 who	 have	 made	 a	 covenant	 by	 sacrifice”	
(Psalm	50:5).

2.		The	Virgins	took	their	Lamps	with	them		
The	second	most	important	thing	that	the	virgins	did	was	
that	 they	 took	 their	 lamps	 with	 them.	 They	 did	 this	 in	
anticipation	of	the	fact	that	it	might	get	dark	somewhere	
along	the	way.	No	one	knows	how	long	this	quest	to	meet	
the	bridegroom	might	take;	no	one	knows	how	soon	the	
night	will	be	over,	no	one	knows	how	much	longer	it	will	be	
night.	It	is	therefore	of	uttermost	importance	that	we	are	
prepared	to	navigate	the	night	season	by	taking	our	Lamps	
with	us.	The	virgins	can	afford	to	forget	to	take	anything	
else	along	in	this	quest	to	be	one	with	the	bridegroom,	but	
they	cannot	afford	not	to	take	their	lamps	with	them.	

Why	is	taking	this	lamp	along	so	important?	What	is	the	
meaning	and	significance	of	this	lamp?	It	is	important	we	
provide	answers	to	 these	questions	because	believers	 in	
these	last	days	must	learn	to	take	their	lamps	with	them,	
know	the	importance	of	the	lamp,	and	also	do	whatever	is	
necessary	to	keep	the	lamp	burning.	This	is	crucial	if	we	
must	walk	our	way	successfully	through	this	dark	hour	that	
we	live	in.

Proverbs	6:23	gives	us	some	insight	as	to	the	importance	
and	significance	of	the	lamp	“For	the	commandment	is	a	
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lamp;	and	the	law	is	light;	and	reproofs	of	instruction	are	
the	way	of	life”.	David	in	Psalm	119:105	also	threw	some	
light	on	what	the	lamp	stands	for	“Thy	word	is	a	lamp	unto	
my	feet,	and	a	light	unto	my	path”.	Also,	in	Psalm	18:28	we	
find	a	very	intriguing	verse	which	says,	“For	thou	wilt	light	
my	candle:	the	Lord	my	God	will	enlighten	my	darkness”.	It	
is	very	clear	from	these	preceding	verses	that	the	lamp	is	
the	word	of	God,	the	lamp	is	the	Lord’s	commandments	and	
it	is	meant	to	correct	us,	instruct	us	in	the	way	of	life,	and	
also	 lighten	 our	 path.	 The	 entrance	 of	 the	word	 of	 God	
giveth	light,	and	darkness	can	never	overpower	it.

God's	word	is	the	compass	to	guide	us	through	the	harsh	
and	 difficult	 terrain	 such	 as	we	 face	 as	 believers	 in	 this	
midnight	hour.	 It	 is	 the	only	 sure	GPS	 to	 lead	us	on	and	
direct	our	path	away	from	sin	and	darkness.	The	only	way	
to	make	darkness	recede	in	our	lives	is	to	walk	in	the	light	of	
God's	word.	The	word	of	God	will	enlighten	our	darkness,	
and	it	will	set	us	free	completely.	You	shall	know	the	truth	
and	it	will	set	us	free.	This	point	was	further	underscored	in	
the	book	of	Job	29:3	“When	his	candle	(lamb)	shined	upon	
my	head,	and	when	by	his	light	I	walked	through	darkness”.	

As	 darkness	 continues	 to	 cover	 the	 earth,	 and	 gross	
darkness	 covers	 the	 people,	 it	 is	 the	 light	 of	 his	 candle	
(lamp)	shining	upon	our	heads	that	will	provide	us	with	
light	as	we	walk	through	darkness.	Our	eyes	must	be	on	the	
Lord.	We	must	not	focus	on	what	is	happening	all	around	
us.	We	may	be	bombarded	from	all	around	us,	but	we	must	
not	 focus	 on	 the	 problem.	We	must	 not	 feed	 on	 all	 the	
negative	information	flying	all	around	us,	be	it	in	the	print,	
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electronic,	or	mass	media.	Looking	unto	Jesus	the	author	
and	finisher	of	our	faith;	who	for	the	joy	that	was	set	before	
him	 endured	 the	 cross,	 despising	 the	 shame,	 and	 is	 set	
down	 at	 the	 right	 hand	 of	 the	 throne	 of	 God.	 (Hebrews	
12:2).	We	must	not	believe	the	lie	of	the	devil.	We	must	not	
be	fixated	by	the	trials	that	we	may	be	going	through.	We	
must	look	to	Him	and	not	to	the	storms	that	may	be	coming	
at	us.

More	than	ever	before	we	must	focus	on	the	Lord	and	on	his	
word.	“Thou	wilt	keep	him	in	perfect	peace,	whose	mind	
is	stayed	on	thee:	because	he	trusteth	in	thee”	(Isaiah	
26:3).	“This	book	of	the	law	shall	not	depart	out	of	thy	
mouth;	but	thou	shalt	meditate	therein	day	and	night,	
that	thou	mayest	observe	to	do	according	to	all	that	is	
written	 therein:	 for	 then	 thou	 shalt	 make	 thy	 way	
prosperous,	 and	 then	 thou	 shalt	 have	 good	 success”	
(Joshua	1:8).	We	need	to	spend	time	with	the	word.	We	
need	to	meditate	on	it	day	and	night.	The	word	will	renew	
us,	the	word	will	sustain	us,	the	word	will	energize	us,	and	
the	word	will	sanctify	and	cleanse	us.	This	 is	 the	reason	
why	 the	 virgins	 could	 not	 have	moved	 an	 inch	 without	
taking	their	lamps	with	them.	More	than	at	any	time	before,	
we	 need	 to	 take	 our	 lamps	with	 us;	we	 need	 to	 keep	 it	
constantly	before	our	very	eyes.

We	live	today	in	the	era	of	information	explosion.	Our	eyes	
and	ears	are	crammed	with	all	kinds	of	information,	and	
this	 information	 is	 capable	 of	 affecting	 and	 shaping	 our	
lives	in	many	ways	than	we	can	imagine.	Our	eyes	and	our	
ears	are	the	most	powerful	tool	of	the	enemy	today.	The	
Internet,	cable	television,	social	media	etc.	are	affecting	us	
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in	many	more	ways	than	we	know	it.	We	must	not	allow	the	
world	to	fix	us	into	its	own	mold,	but	rather	we	must	resist	
the	power	and	control	of	the	world	and	its	systems	over	our	
lives,	by	renewing	our	minds	through	the	word	of	God,	so	
that	we	will	be	in	a	position	to	discern	what	is	the	good,	
acceptable,	and	perfect	will	of	God,	Romans	12	:1-2.

3.		The	Virgins	went	forth	–	they	separated	themselves	
In	order	to	actualize	their	vision,	the	10	virgins	had	to	step	
out	of	their	comfort	zone.	They	had	to	separate	themselves	
from	whatever	it	was	that	they	were	used	to;	they	had	to	
separate	themselves	from	whatever	it	was	they	were	doing,	
in	order	 to	move	 in	 the	direction	of	God's	plan	 for	 their	
lives.	

Separation	 is	 sometimes	 painful,	 but	 often	 times	 it	 is	
necessary	 for	 us	 to	 actualize	 God's	 plan	 for	 our	 lives.	
Sometimes,	we	have	to	let	go	of	our	prejudices,	our	biases,	
our	ideas,	and	our	tradition	for	God	to	have	his	way	in	our	
lives.	We	must	rise	above	every	divisive	and	sectarian	spirit	
in	our	midst	and	step	out	to	do	God's	will.		We	have	to	come	
away	from	the	artificial	barriers	and	walls	we	have	erected	
in	our	minds	that	have	prevented	us	from	having	true	and	
genuine	fellowship	with	our	brethren.	We	must	lay	aside	
every	weight	that	does	so	easily	beset	us	so	that	we	can	run	
this	race	with	perseverance.	

“Be	 ye	 not	 unequally	 yoked	 together	 with	
unbelievers:	 for	 what	 fellowship	 hath	
righteousness	 with	 unrighteousness?	 And	
what	 communion	 hath	 light	with	 darkness?	
And	what	concord	hath	Christ	with	Belial?	Or	
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what	 part	 hath	 he	 that	 believeth	 with	 an	
infidel?	And	what	agreement	hath	the	temple	
of	God	with	idols?	For	ye	are	the	temple	of	the	
living	 God;	 as	 God	 hath	 said,	 I	 will	 dwell	 in	
them,	walk	in	them;	and	I	will	be	their	God,	and	
they	shall	be	my	people.	Wherefore	come	out	
from	among	them,	and	be	ye	separate,	saith	
the	Lord,	and	touch	not	the	unclean	thing;	and	
I	will	receive	you,	and	will	be	a	father	unto	you,	
and	ye	shall	be	my	sons	and	daughters,	saith	
the	Lord	Almighty”	(2	Corinthians	6:14-18).

Just	imagine	if	the	virgins	had	remained	on	the	same	spot	
after	 they	 received	 the	 word	 to	 meet	 the	 bridegroom,	
nothing	would	have	 changed	 in	 their	 lives.	 	They	would	
never	 have	 had	 the	 opportunity	 to	 be	 united	 with	 the	
bridegroom.	It	is	great	to	be	a	virgin,	but	as	we	shall	soon	
see	in	this	same	parable	that	being	a	virgin	alone	may	not	
be	 sufficient	 to	 take	 us	 into	 the	 holy	 of	 holies.	 It	 is	 not	
enough	to	receive	and	to	have	the	word;	we	must	be	doers	
of	the	word.	The	church	needs	to	walk	the	talk.	

4.		The	Virgins	had	a	clear	Vision	
The	virgins	were	clear	in	their	minds	what	they	wanted.	
The	virgins	saw	something,	they	heard	something,	and	no	
one	could	dissuade	them	from	the	power	of	what	they	saw.	
What	they	saw	became	their	driving	force.	It	became	the	
propelling	force	that	was	strong	enough	to	separate	them	
from	 their	 comfort	 zones.	 What	 they	 saw	 was	 strong	
enough	 to	 make	 them	 take	 their	 lamps	 with	 them	 and	
simply	leave.	They	wanted	to	meet	with	the	bridegroom.	
Their	 vision	 was	 the	 bridegroom.	 The	 virgins	 wanted	
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Christ	to	be	formed	in	them	Galatians	4:19.	They	wanted	to	
grow	up	into	Him	in	all	things	Ephesians	4:15	and	come	
unto	 the	 measure	 of	 the	 stature	 of	 the	 FULLNESS	 OF	
CHRIST	Ephesians	4:13.

What	we	see	is	what	we	become.	There	cannot	be	progress	
unless	the	vision	is	clear.	“My	people	are	destroyed	for	lack	
of	Vision…”	Hosea		4:6		

“And	the	LORD	answered	me,	and	said,	write	
the	vision,	and	make	it	plain	upon	tables,	that	
he	may	run	that	readeth	it.	For	the	vision	is	yet	
for	an	appointed	time,	but	at	the	end	it	shall	
speak,	and	not	lie:	though	it	tarry,	wait	for	it;	
because	it	will	surely	come,	it	will	not	tarry”	
(Habakkuk	2	:2–3).	

Henceforth	we	can	no	longer	be	children,	tossed	to	and	fro,	
and	 carried	 about	 with	 every	 wind	 of	 doctrine,	 by	 the	
sleight	of	men,	and	cunning	craftiness,	whereby	they	lie	in	
wait	to	deceive;	Ephesians	4:14.	We	need	to	have	a	clear	
vision	 of	 God's	 purpose	 for	 our	 lives.	 We	 cannot	 make	
significant	progress	in	our	walk	with	God	in	this	midnight	
hour	without	a	clear	vision	of	where	he	is	leading	us.	

“Wherefore	seeing	we	also	are	compassed	about	with	so	
great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	let	us	lay	aside	every	weight,	and	
the	sin	which	doth	so	easily	beset	us,	and	let	us	run	with	
patience	the	race	that	is	set	before	us,	Looking	unto	Jesus	
the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith;	who	for	the	joy	that	
was	set	before	him	endured	the	cross,	despising	the	shame,	
and	 is	 set	down	at	 the	 right	hand	of	 the	 throne	of	God”	
Hebrews	12:1	–	2.	
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Where	your	gaze	is,	what	you	are	looking	at	 is	what	you	
become.	The	Lord	alone	must	be	our	focus.	No	man	should	
take	 the	 place	 of	 Christ	 in	 our	 lives.	 No	 system,	 no	
arrangement,	 no	 denomination,	 no	 activity,	 no	 doctrine	
should	take	the	place	of	Christ	in	our	lives.	Looking	unto	
Jesus	the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith.	Our	 lord	Jesus	
himself	 was	 able	 to	 endure	 the	 suffering	 of	 the	 cross,	
despising	the	shame	there	of	because	of	the	joy	that	was	set	
before	him.	

The	Wise	Virgins	had	oil	in	their	Vessel
“But	the	wise	took	oil	in	their	vessels	with	their	lamps”	
(Matthew	 25:4).	 The	 extra	 oil	 in	 the	 vessel	 is	 very	
significant.	Oil	is	a	type	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	While	the	vessel	
here	 speaks	 of	 our	 physical	 body	 “But	 we	 have	 this	
treasure	 in	 earthen	vessels,	 that	 the	excellency	of	 the	
power	may	be	of	God,	and	not	of	us”	(2	Corinthians	4	:7).	

Having	oil	in	our	vessel	is	an	indication	of	the	level	of	our	
surrender	 and	 yieldedness	 to	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 	 It	 is	 an	
indication	that	the	wise	virgin	had	effective	use	and	control	
of	their	vessel.	It	speaks	about	our	personal	availability	to	
God	 and	walk	 in	 the	 spirit.	 It	 speaks	 of	 the	 level	 of	 our	
personal	yieldedness	to	God.	Know	ye	not	that	ye	are	the	
temple	of	God,	and	that	the	spirit	of	God	dwelleth	in	you?	If	
any	man	defiles	the	temple	of	God,	him	shall	God	destroy;	
for	 the	 temple	of	God	 is	holy,	which	ye	are	1Corinthians	
3:16	 -17.	 “Know	 ye	 not	 that	 your	 body	 (vessel)	 is	 the	
temple	of	the	Holy	Ghost,	which	is	in	you,	which	ye	have	
of	God,	and	ye	are	not	your	own”	(I	Corinthians	6:19).	
“For	this	is	the	will	of	God,	even	your	sanctification,	that	
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ye	should	abstain	 from	fornication:	That	every	one	of	
you	 should	 know	 how	 to	 possess	 his	 vessel	 in	
sanctification	and	honour”	(I	Thessalonians	4:3-4).

God	is	calling	on	believers	in	this	evening	time	to	walk	in	
the	spirit.	We	must	learn	to	hear	His	voice	and	obey	it	in	this	
midnight	 hour,	 Jesus	 said	 I	 am	 the	 good	 shepherd,	 and	
know	 my	 sheep,	 and	 am	 known	 of	 mine	 John	 10:14.	
Learning	to	walk	in	the	spirit	and	hearing	his	voice	is	going	
to	make	a	lot	of	difference	in	the	quality	of	our	Christian	life.	
“There	 is	 therefore	 now	 no	 condemnation	 to	 them,	
which	are	in	Christ	Jesus,	who	walk	not	after	the	flesh,	
but	after	 the	 spirit.	 For	 the	 law	of	 the	 spirit	 of	 life	 in	
Christ	Jesus	has	made	me	free	from	the	law	of	sin	and	
death…	 for	 they	 that	 are	 after	 the	 flesh	 do	mind	 the	
things	of	the	flesh;	but	they	that	are	after	the	spirit	the	
things	of	the	spirit….	So,	they	that	are	in	the	flesh	cannot	
please	God…for	as	many	as	are	led	by	the	spirit	of	God,	
they	are	the	sons	of	God”	(Romans	8:1-8).

The	 Lord	 requires	 a	 new	 kind	 of	 commitment	 and	
consecration	 from	 us.	 “There	 are	 many	 vessels	 in	 the	
house,	vessels	of	gold	and	of	silver,	but	also	of	wood	and	
of	earth;	and	some	to	honour,	and	some	to	dishonor.	But	
if	 a	man	 therefore	 shall	 purge	himself	 from	 these,	 he	
shall	be	a	vessel	unto	honour,	sanctified,	and	meet	for	
the	master's	use,	and	prepared	unto	every	good	work”	
(2Timothy	2	:20	–	21).

The	Wise	and	Foolish	Virgins

“And	 five	 of	 them	 were	 wise,	 and	 five	 were	
foolish.	 They	 that	 were	 foolish	 took	 their	
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lamps	and	took	no	oil	with	them:	But	the	wise	
took	 oil	 in	 their	 vessels	 with	 their	 lamps”	
(Matthew	25:2-4).

There	is	a	major	division	among	the	virgins	right	here.	This	
separation	 is	 part	 of	 God's	 plan,	 and	 we	 need	 to	 fully	
understand	 its	 import	 in	 order	 to	 properly	 position	
ourselves	to	take	advantage	of	the	grace	of	God	that	will	
enable	us	to	come	into	the	fullness	of	Christ.	The	virgins	
were	split	into	two	halves	–	five	wise	virgins	and	five	foolish	
virgins.	Five	as	we	all	know	is	the	number	that	represents	
ministries	arising	from	the	fivefold	ministries	enunciated	
in	Ephesians		4:11.	

We	 can	 safely	 say	 that	 the	 five	 wise	 virgins	 represent	
believers	who	have	learnt	to	walk	in	the	spirit,	while	the	
five	 foolish	 virgins	 represent	 believers	 who	 are	 ruled	
largely	by	sense	knowledge	and	walking	in	the	flesh.	The	
striking	thing	to	note	here	is	that	all	ten	are	virgins,	but	not	
all	the	virgins	are	wise	-	walking	in	the	spirit.	The	five	wise	
virgins	took	oil	in	their	vessels	with	their	lamps	(verse	4),	
but	the	five	foolish	virgins	took	their	lamps,	but	took	no	oil	
with	them	(verse	3).	Oil	here	is	a	type	of	the	Holy	Spirit;	it	
represents	the	Holy	Spirit.	Having	oil	in	our	vessel	signifies	
our	yieldedness	to	the	Holy	Spirit,	because	whom	we	yield	
ourselves	 to	 obey,	 his	 servants	 we	 are	 whom	 we	 obey	
Romans	6:16.	

What	we	do	with	our	vessels	is	our	responsibility.	Romans	
12	 :1	 says	 “I	 beseech	 you	 therefore,	 brethren,	 by	 the	
mercies	 of	 God,	 that	 ye	 present	 your	 bodies	 (vessels)	 a	
living	 sacrifice,	 holy,	 acceptable	unto	God,	which	 is	 your	
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reasonable	service.	2Tim	2:	20-21	puts	it	clearly	that	in	the	
same	house	the	quality	of	the	vessels	in	the	house	differ.	
“But	in	a	great	house	there	are	not	only	vessels	of	gold	and	
of	silver,	but	also	of	wood	and	of	earth;	some	to	honour,	and	
some	to	dishonour;	but	if	a	man	shall	purge	himself	from	
these,	he	shall	be	a	vessel	of	honour”.	We	can	do	something	
about	the	type	of	vessel	that	we	turn	out	to	be	at	the	end	of	
the	day.

The	wise	 virgins	 and	 foolish	 virgins	 therefore	 represent	
dimensions	 of	 God's	 dealings	 in	 the	 church	 and	 in	 our	
personal	lives.	This	division	is	not	new.	It	is	prophetic,	and	
it	cuts	across	the	scriptures.	It	 is	consistent	with	biblical	
teachings	 and	 prophecy	 both	 in	 the	 old	 and	 new	
testaments.	It	is	important	we	understand	God's	workings	
so	that	we	can	align	ourselves	fully	with	his	dealings	in	our	
lives	and	in	our	ministries.

Cain	and	Abel
In	the	beginning	we	saw	this	sharp	division	between	two	
brothers,	 Cain	 and	 Abel.	 These	 two	 represent	 two	
dimensions	 of	 walk	 with	 God,	 and	 the	 consequences	 of	
each	level	of	walk	were	made	clear	later	on.	Genesis	4:1	–	
“And	Adam	knew	Eve	his	wife,	and	she	conceived,	and	bare	
Cain,	and	said,	I	have	gotten	a	man	from	the	Lord.	And	she	
again	 bare	 his	 brother	 Abel.	 And	 Abel	 was	 a	 keeper	 of	
sheep,	but	Cain	was	a	tiller	of	the	ground”.	It	is	important	
that	we	note	that	both	children	were	from	the	Lord.	The	
first	child	was	a	tiller	of	the	ground,	while	the	second	was	a	
keeper	of	sheep.	One	had	to	do	with	the	earth,	the	ground,	
or	the	flesh,	while	the	other	is	a	keeper	of	sheep.	The	sheep	
is	very	significant,	it	represents	life;	to	kill	a	sheep	you	have	
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to	shed	blood.	The	life	of	the	flesh	is	in	the	blood.	

In	verses	3	-	5	of	the	same	chapter	we	were	told	“And	in	the	
process	of	time	it	came	to	pass,	 that	Cain	brought	of	the	
fruit	of	the	ground	an	offering	unto	the	Lord.	And	Abel	also	
brought	the	firstlings	of	his	flock	and	of	the	fat	thereof.	And	
the	Lord	has	respect	unto	Abel	and	to	his	offering:	But	unto	
Cain	and	to	his	offering	he	had	not	respect.	And	Cain	was	
very	 wroth,	 and	 his	 countenance	 fell.”	 The	 question	 we	
should	ask	ourselves	is	why	God	accepted	and	had	respect	
for	one	offering	and	he	did	not	have	respect	for	the	other.	
The	obvious	answer	 to	 this	question	had	 to	do	with	 the	
quality	and	type	of	offering	that	was	offered.	Here	we	have	
two	sons	given	by	God,	from	the	same	father,	but	offering	
two	different	types	of	offering	to	God.	One	came	out	of	life	
(spirit),	while	the	other	came	out	of	the	flesh	(ground).	

The	 question	 we	 should	 ask	 ourselves	 is	 what	 kind	 of	
offering	we	are	offering	unto	the	Lord.	Galatians	5:16	–	23-	
“This	I	say	then,	walk	in	the	spirit,	and	ye	shall	not	fulfill	
the	 lust	 of	 the	 flesh.	 For	 the	 flesh	 lusteth	 against	 the	
spirit,	 and	 the	 spirit	 against	 the	 flesh:	 and	 these	 are	
contrary	the	one	to	the	other:	so	that	you	cannot	do	the	
things	that	ye	would.	But	if	ye	be	led	of	the	spirit,	ye	are	
not	 under	 the	 law.	 Now	 the	 works	 of	 the	 flesh	 are	
manifest,	 which	 are	 these;	 Adultery,	 fornication,	
uncleanness,	lasciviousness,	dolatry,	witchcraft,	hatred,	
variance,	emulations,	wrath,	strife,	seditions,	heresies,	
envyings,	murders,	 drunkenness,	 revellings,	 and	 such	
like:	of	which	I	tell	you	before,	as	I	have	told	you	in	time	
past,	that	they	which	do	such	things	shall	not	inherit	the	
kingdom	of	God.	But	 the	 fruit	of	 the	Spirit	 is	 love,	 joy,	
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peace,	 longsuffering,	 gentleness,	 goodness,	 faith,	
meekness,	temperance:	against	such	there	is	no	law”

The	truth	is,	there	is	a	church	that	is	walking	in	the	spirit,	
and	there	is	a	church	that	is	walking	in	the	flesh,	but	God	is	
giving	us	a	chance	to	wake	up	from	our	slumber	and	get	
some	oil	 in	 our	 vessel,	while	 there	 is	 still	 time	before	 it	
becomes	 too	 late.	 “They	 that	are	Christ	must	crucify	 the	
flesh	with	all	the	affections	and	lust	thereof,	and	must	yield	
themselves	to	live	in	the	spirit,	and	also	walk	in	the	spirit,	
we	 must	 not	 be	 desirous	 of	 vain	 glory,	 provoking	 one	
another,	and	envying	one	another”-	Galatians	5:24	-26.

The	Two	Adams

“And	so,	it	is	written,	the	first	Adam	was	made	
a	living	soul;	the	last	Adam	was	made	a	living	
soul;	 the	 last	Adam	was	made	a	quickening	
spirit.	 Howbeit	 that	 was	 not	 first	 which	 is	
spiritual,	 but	 that	 which	 is	 natural;	 and	
afterward	 that	 which	 is	 spiritual.	 The	 first	
man	is	of	the	earth,	earthy:	the	second	man	is	
the	Lord	from	heaven.	As	 is	 the	earthy,	such	
are	 they	 also	 that	 are	 earthy:	 and	 as	 is	 the	
heavenly,	such	are	they	also	that	are	heavenly.	
And	as	we	have	borne	the	image	of	the	earthy,	
we	shall	also	bear	the	image	of	the	heavenly”	
(1Corinthians	15:45-49).

It	is	instructive	here	again	that	we	see	two	clear	dimensions	
of	life	and	operations	in	the	two	Adams	described	above.	
One	is	a	living	Soul,	while	the	other	is	a	quickening	spirit.	
One	is	spiritual,	while	the	other	is	natural.	The	first	Adam	is	
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of	 the	 earth,	 earthy	 but	 the	 last	 Adam	 is	 the	 Lord	 from	
heaven.	There	are	 those	who	are	earthy	and	walk	 in	 the	
realm	of	the	earthy,	but	there	are	also	they	that	are	spiritual	
(heavenly)	and	walk	in	the	realm	of	them	that	are	heavenly.	

It	is	stated	in	verse	49	that,	though	we	might	presently	be	
walking	in	the	realm	of	the	earth	i.e.	in	the	flesh	we	can	find	
grace	and	help	from	the	Lord,	if	we	surrender	totally	to	him	
to	also	walk	in	and	bear	the	image	of	the	heavenly.	There	is	a	
work	that	God	is	bringing	forth	in	our	lives	in	these	last	days	
to	lift	us	out	of	the	miry	clay	and	to	set	our	feet	on	the	rock	to	
stay.	He	 is	 delivering	us	 from	 the	 realm	of	 bondage	 and	
carnal	living	into	a	life	in	the	spirit.	As	we	have	borne	the	
image	of	 the	 earthy,	we	 shall	 also	bear	 the	 image	of	 the	
heavenly.	 “Now	 this	 I	 say,	brethren,	 that	 flesh	and	blood	
cannot	inherit	the	kingdom	of	God;	neither	doth	corruption	
inherit	corruption.	Verse	50”.

Abraham	had	two	Sons

“For	it	is	written	that	Abraham	had	two	sons,	
the	 one	 by	 a	 bondmaid,	 the	 other	 by	 a	
freewoman.	 But	 he	 who	 was	 of	 the	
bondwoman	was	born	after	the	flesh;	but	he	of	
the	freewoman	was	by	promise.	Which	things	
are	 an	 allegory:	 for	 these	 are	 the	 two	
covenants;	 the	one	 from	mount	Sinai,	which	
gendereth	to	bondage,	which	is	Agar.	For	this	
Agar	is	mount	Sinai	in	Arabia,	and	answereth	
to	Jesrusalem,	which	now	is,	and	is	in	bondage	
with	 her	 children.	 But	 Jerusalem	 which	 is	
above	is	free,	which	is	the	mother	of	us	all”-
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52

(Galatians	 4	 :22	 -26).	 Now	we,	 brethren,	 as	
Isaac	was,	are	children	of	promise	(verse	28).

That	Abraham	had	two	sons,	one	born	after	the	flesh,	and	
the	other	born	by	promise	of	the	freewoman	is	an	allegory,	
it	 is	 a	 symbol,	 a	 parable,	 and	 a	 metaphor.	 It	 is	 a	
representation	of	the	fact	that	there	are	two	dimensions	or	
levels	of	walk	for	believers.	One	is	a	walk	in	the	spirit	while	
the	other	is	a	walk	in	the	flesh.	The	scripture	says	cast	out	
the	 bondwoman	 and	 her	 son,	 but	 brethren,	 we	 are	 not	
children	of	the	bondwoman,	but	of	the	free	to	walk	in	the	
spirit	 and	 not	 in	 the	 flesh	 (verses	 30	 –	 31).	 “For	 to	 be	
carnally	minded	is	death;	but	to	be	spiritually	minded	is	life	
and	peace.	The	carnal	mind	is	enmity	against	God:	for	it	not	
subject	to	the	law	of	God,	neither	indeed	can	be.	So,	they	
that	 are	 live	 and	 walk	 in	 the	 flesh	 cannot	 please	 God”	
Romans	8:6-8.	“There	is	therefore	now	no	condemnation	
to	them	which	are	in	Christ	Jesus,	who	walk	not	after	the	
flesh,	but	after	the	Spirit.	For	the	law	of	the	spirit	of	life	in	
Christ	Jesus	hath	made	me	free	from	the	law	of	sin	and	
death”	(Romans	8:1-2).

Isaac	and	Rebekah	had	Two	Sons

“And	 Isaac	 intreated	 the	 LORD	 for	 his	 wife,	
because	 she	was	barren:	and	 the	LORD	was	
intreated	 of	 him,	 and	 Rebekah	 his	 wife	
conceived.	 And	 the	 children	 struggled	
together	within	her;	and	she	said,	if	it	be	so,	
why	am	I	thus?	And	she	went	to	enquire	of	the	
LORD.	And	the	LORD	said	unto	her,	two	nations	
are	 in	 thy	 womb,	 and	 the	 two	 manner	 of	
people	 shall	 be	 separated	 from	 thy	 bowels;	
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and	the	one	people	shall	be	stronger	than	the	
other	 people;	 and	 the	 elder	 shall	 serve	 the	
younger.	And	when	her	days	 to	be	delivered	
were	fulfilled,	behold,	there	were	twins	in	her	
womb.	And	the	first	came	out	red,	all	over	like	
an	hairy	garment;	and	they	called	his	name	
Esau.	And	after	that	came	his	brother	out,	and	
his	 hand	 took	 hold	 on	 Esau's	 heel;	 and	 his	
name	was	called	Jacob”		(Genesis	25:	21-	26).

This	is	not	just	about	Esau	and	Jacob,	it	is	prophetic,	and	it	is	
about	us	believers	 in	 these	 last	days.	 In	 the	same	womb	
proceeded	two	nations,	two	manners	of	people.	One	people	
shall	be	stronger	than	the	other	people;	and	the	elder	shall	
serve	 the	 younger.	 The	 one	 was	 called	 Esau	 a	 cunning	
hunter,	a	man	of	the	field;	and	the	other	was	Jacob	a	plain	
man,	dwelling	in	tents.	Esau	sold	his	birthright	because	he	
was	hungry	and	needed	food.	“And	Esau	said,	Behold,	I	am	
at	the	point	to	die:	what	shall	this	birthright	do	to	me?	...	
and	 he	 sold	 his	 birthright	 to	 Jacob;	 ….	 	 thus,	 Esau	
despised	his	birthright”		(Gen	25:32	–	34).

Here	we	see	Esau	representing	a	people	who	are	bound	to	
their	earthly	and	carnal	desires,	even	though	the	elder,	lost	
out	 and	 became	 subservient	 to	 Jacob.	 Esau	 sold	 his	
birthright	and	lost	out	because	he	was	careless.	He	treated	
the	position	that	God	gave	to	him	with	levity.	There	are	two	
manners	of	people	in	the	house	today,	those	walking	in	the	
ways	of	Esau	and	those	walking	in	the	ways	of	Jacob.	Now	
Jacob	was	 the	 supplanter	 but	 he	met	 with	 God	 and	 his	
nature	was	changed	“And	Jacob	was	left	alone;	and	there	
wrestled	a	man	with	him	until	the	breaking	of	the	day	…	
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and	he	said,	Thy	name	shall	be	called	no	more	Jacob,	but	
Israel:	for	as	a	prince	hast	thou	power	with	God	and	with	
men,	and	hast	prevailed”		(Genesis	32:	24,	28).

God	can	reach	out	to	us	the	way	he	reached	out	to	Jacob.	He	
can	turn	our	captivity	right	round	and	change	our	name	
from	 Jacob	 to	 Israel	 if	 only	 we	 are	 willing	 to	 give	 up	
everything	we	have	been	holding	on	to	and	return	to	him	
with	 humility	 and	 in	 repentance.	 He	 will	 change	 our	
situation;	 he	 will	 give	 us	 a	 new	 name	 and	 cause	 us	 to	
triumph	over	every	works	of	darkness.	Jacob	returned	unto	
his	country,	and	to	his	kindred,	and	he	found	favor	in	the	
sight	of	the	Lord.	Our	God	is	a	God	of	second	chance,	he	can	
give	you	a	second	chance	if	you	are	willing	to	retrace	your	
steps	and	seek	him	with	all	your	heart.	Jacob	returned;	he	
did	not	allow	all	his	material	possessions	to	stand	in	his	
way.	“And	he	rose	up	that	night,	and	took	his	two	wives,	
and	his	two	women	servants,	and	his	eleven	sons,	and	
passed	over	the	ford	Jabbok.	And	he	took,	and	sent	them	
over	the	brook,	and	sent	over	all	that	he	had.	And	Jacob	
was	left	alone;	and	there	wrestled	a	man	with	him	until	
the	breaking	of	the	day.”	(Genesis	32:22	–	24).
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It's	a	New	Day

he	book	of	Esther	is	a	powerful	book	that	provides	Ttremendous	 insight	 into	the	plan	of	God	for	these	
last	days.	The	entire	Bible	is	a	prophetic	book.	Every	

story,	 every	 event	 in	 the	 old	 testament	 scriptures	 have	
prophetic	undertones	for	the	new	testament	church.	The	
book	of	Esther	provides	very	good	insights	into	the	plan	of	
God	in	bringing	the	church	into	fullness	in	these	last	days.

Esther	chapter	one	began	with	the	description	of	a	King	
named	Ahasuerus	who	reigned	from	India	even	to	Ethiopia,	
over	127	provinces.	The	name	Ahasuerus	means	prince,	
head,	and	chief.	He	sat	on	the	throne	of	his	kingdom,	which	
was	in	Shushan,	the	palace.	He	is	a	type	of	the	Almighty	God	
who	 rules	over	 the	whole	 earth.	 In	 the	 third	 year	of	 his	
reign,	this	king	declared	a	FEAST	for	all	his	princes	and	his	
servants,	including	the	powers	that	be	in	Persia	and	Media,	
the	nobles	and	princes	of	the	provinces	were	all	brought	
before	him	-Esther	1:3.

The	Timing	of	the	Feast
The	 timing	 of	 this	 feast	 is	 significant.	 Could	 there	 be	
something	 in	 the	 timing	 of	 such	 a	 significant	 and	 all-
embracing	 feast	 declared	 by	 the	 king	 Ahasuerus	
considering	all	the	events	that	now	followed?	Why	the	third	
year	 of	 his	 reign?	 Could	 there	 be	 some	 import	 in	 this	
seemingly	 innocuous	 timing?	 “Come	 and	 let	 us	 return	
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unto	the	LORD:	for	he	hath	torn,	and	he	will	heal	us;	he	
hath	smitten,	and	he	will	bind	us	up.	After	two	days	he	
will	revive	us.	In	the	third	day	he	will	raise	us	up	and	
shall	live	in	his	sight.	Then	shall	we	know,	if	we	follow	on	
to	know	the	LORD:	for	his	going	forth	is	prepared	as	the	
morning;	and	he	shall	come	unto	us	as	the	rain,	as	the	
latter	and	 former	 rain	unto	 the	 earth”	 (Hosea	6:1-3).	
Jesus	also	made	reference	to	a	third	day	in	Luke	13:32	“….	
Behold,	I	cast	out	devils	and	I	do	cures	today	and	tomorrow,	
and	the	third	day	I	shall	be	perfected”.	“And	the	evening	
and	the	morning	were	the	third	day.	And	God	said,	let	
there	be	lights	in	the	firmament	of	the	heaven	to	divide	
the	day	from	the	night;	and	let	them	be	for	signs,	and	for	
seasons,	 and	 for	 days	 and	 years:	 and	 let	 them	be	 for	
lights	in	the	firmament	of	the	heaven	to	give	light	upon	
the	earth:	and	it	was	so”	(Genesis	1:13-14).

Prophetically	speaking,	the	third	day	is	a	'new'	day,	it's	the	
beginning	of	a	new	dawn,	it's	a	day	for	new	direction,	it's	
the	day	of	resurrection.	Prophetically,	the	third	day	is	also	
the	day	of	rest,	which	can	also	be	referred	to	as	the	seventh	
day,	which	is	the	Sabbath	of	God.	“And	on	the	seventh	day	
God	ended	his	work	which	he	made;	and	he	rested	on	the	
seventh	day	from	all	his	work	which	he	had	made.	And	
God	blessed	the	seventh	day	and	sanctified	it:	because	
that	 in	 it	 he	 had	 rested	 from	 all	 his	work	which	 God	
created	and	made”	(Genesis	2:2-3).	Sabbath	is	the	day	of	
God's	 rest.	 God's	 people	 are	 also	 expected	 to	 enter	 into	
their	 rest.	 Prophetically,	 God	 is	 preparing	 to	 move	 the	
church	into	her	rest.	Paul	declared	in	Hebrew	4:9-10	that	
“there	remaineth	therefore	a	rest	to	the	people	of	God,	for	
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he	that	is	entered	into	his	rest,	he	also	hath	cease	from	his	
own	works,	 as	God	did	 from	his'	He	declared	 further	 in	
verse	one	of	the	same	chapter	“let	us	therefore	fear,	lest,	a	
promise	being	left	us	of	entering	into	his	rest,	any	of	you	
should	seem	to	come	short	of	it”.	We	see	the	rest	again,	in	
Egypt,	 where	 the	 children	 of	 Israel	 were	 bearing	 heavy	
burdens	of	labour	and	servitudes.	Moses	said	to	pharaoh	
“Let	us	go,	we	pray	thee,	three	days	journey	into	the	desert	
and	sacrifice	unto	the	Lord	our	God…”Exodus	5:3.	When	at	
last	they	were	delivered	upon	leaving	Mt.	Sinai	“…..the	ark	
of	the	covenant	was	going	before	them	a	journey	of	three	
days,	 to	 search	 out	 for	 them	 a	 resting	 place”	 Numbers	
10:33.We	 are	 right	 at	 the	 evening	 time	 of	 God's	
programme.	What	I	will	like	to	call	the	eve	of	God's	rest	in	
our	individual	and	corporate	lives.

God's	Super	and	the	Excuses	of	Men
Midnight	is	here,	and	a	new	day	for	the	church	is	about	to	
break	forth.	A	day	when	we	shall	no	longer	walk	by	sight,	
but	by	faith,	a	day	when	we	shall	not	depend	on	our	might	
and	power,	but	on	the	Holy	Spirit	alone.	Things	will	change	
for	the	better,	It	is	not	of	him	that	willeth,	or	he	that	runneth	
but	of	the	Lord	that	showeth	mercy.	It	 is,	 therefore,	very	
significant	that	in	the	third	year	of	his	reign	King	Ahasuerus	
declared	 a	 feast	 unto	 all	 his	 provinces.	 It	 is	 also	 very	
instructive	that	Jesus	in	the	parable	of	the	great	supper	in	
Luke	14:16-24	declared	that	a	certain	man	made	a	great	
supper	and	bade	many:	and	sent	his	servant	at	super	time	
to	say	to	them	that	were	bidden,	come;	for	all	things	are	
now	ready.	And	they	all	with	one	consent	began	to	make	
excuse.	I	believe	very	strongly	that	there	in	a	feast	that	the	
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Almighty	God	is	declaring	at	this	evening	or	supper	time.	

The	Lord	by	his	spirit	is	gathering	his	people	together,	he	is	
breaking	down	the	man-made	barriers	that	have	hither	to	
divided	 us.	 “Our	 God	 shall	 come	 and	 shall	 not	 keep	
silence;	a	 fire	shall	devour	before	him,	and	 it	shall	be	
very	tempestuous	round	about	him.	He	shall	call	to	the	
heavens	from	above,	and	to	the	earth,	that	he	may	judge	
his	 people.	 Gather	my	 saints	 together	 unto	me;	 those	
that	have	made	covenant	with	me	by	sacrifice	(Psalm	
50:3-5).	 “Blow	 ye	 the	 trumpet	 in	 Zion,	 and	 sound	 an	
alarm	in	my	holy	mountain:	 let	the	inhabitants	of	the	
land	tremble:	for	the	day	of	the	Lord	cometh,	for	it	is	nigh	
at	hand…	Gather	the	people,	sanctify	the	congregation,	
assemble	the	elders,	gather	the	children,	and	those	that	
suck	the	breast:	let	the	bridegroom	go	forth	out	of	his	
chamber,	and	the	bride	out	of	her	closet.	Let	the	priests,	
the	ministers	weep	between	the	porch	and	the	altar,	and	
let	them	say,	spare	thy	people	o	Lord	and	give	not	thine	
heritage	to	reproach,	that	the	heathen	should	rule	over	
them….”(	Joel	2:	1,	15-17).

But	alas	what	do	we	see	in	church	today?	With	one	consent	
almost	all	the	servants	of	the	Lord	are	making	excuses.	The	
first	set	is	saying	we	have	bought	a	piece	of	land,	and	we	
must	go	and	see	it.	The	land	here	speaks	of	the	flesh.	Our	
carnal	 considerations	 have	 outweighed	 our	 spiritual	
appetites.	We	love	the	things	of	this	world	more	than	we	
love	 Him.	 Self	 is	 solidly	 on	 the	 throne,	 our	 personal	
programme;	our	personal	agenda	must	be	advanced	at	all	
cost.	Another	set	of	people	are	saying,	I	have	bought	five	
yokes	of	oxen,	and	I	go	to	prove	them.	Five	as	we	all	know	is	
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the	 number	 of	 ministry	 as	 evidenced	 in	 the	 five-fold	
ministry.	 It	 appears	 that	most	ministers	 today	 are	more	
interested	 in	building	 their	personal	kingdoms,	 they	are	
more	 interested	 in	 building	 their	 names	 and	 acquiring	
personal	wealth.	Their	concern	is	to	continue	to	build	and	
expand	the	frontiers	of	their	personal	kingdoms.	It’s	longer	
about	Christ	it's	about	ourselves.	We	have	abandoned	the	
fountain	 of	 life	 and	 we	 have	 gone	 ahead	 to	 hewn	 for	
ourselves	cisterns	that	cannot	hold	water.

People	 are	more	 concerned	 today	 about	 the	 gifts	 rather	
than	the	giver.	Men	will	rather	seek	the	act	of	God	rather	
than	the	ways	of	God.	How	come	we	forget	so	quickly	that	
that	every	man's	work	shall	be	made	manifest:	for	the	day	
shall	declare	it,	because	it	shall	be	revealed	by	fire;	and	the	
fire	shall	try	every	man's	work	of	what	it	is	-	1	Corinthians	
3:14.	A	third	set	declared	further	and	gave	excuses	“I	have	
just	married	 a	wife,	 and	 therefore	 I	 cannot	 come	 to	 the	
feast.”	Prophetically,	the	wife	is	the	body;	the	bride	of	Christ	
is	 the	 people	 of	 the	 Lord.	 Ministers	 of	 God	 are	 busy	
marrying	their	congregations.	They	are	actually	usurping	
the	place	of	the	Christ	in	the	body.	The	church	is	theirs;	it	
carries	their	labels.	The	entire	church	is	built	around	their	
persons.	The	entire	ministry	has	been	turned	by	many	into	
family	businesses.	They	have	actually	 turned	themselves	
into	little	popes	in	their	congregations.	If	we	must	partake	
in	the	fullness	of	the	God	that	shall	be	revealed	in	these	last	
days,	we	must	retrace	our	steps	and	seek	him	in	spirit	and	
in	truth.

I	am	convinced	that	God	is	reaching	out	to	his	people	world	
over	 in	 a	 very	 special	 way.	 The	 truth	 of	 God's	 word	 is	
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coming	to	us	like	never	before,	and	God's	people	are	hungry	
for	the	truth	like	never	before.	Those	who	are	keen	in	the	
spirit	 can	 discern	what	 is	 happening.	 The	 Saul	 order	 is	
fading	out.	A	David	is	being	sought	out	to	be	king	over	all	of	
Israel.	 The	 old	 order	 of	 Saul	 (Heads	 and	 shoulder	
government	is	fading	away).	There	is	a	David	company	who	
are	not	known,	who	are	 in	hiding	as	 it	were,	and	God	 is	
bringing	them	forth.	They	are	the	ones	that	God	is	bringing	
forth	right	now.	“And	the	Lord	said	unto	his	servant,	go	
out	into	the	highways	and	hedges,	and	compel	them	to	
come	in,	that	my	house	may	be	filled,	go	into	the	streets	
and	 lanes	 of	 the	 city,	 and	 bring	 hither	 the	 poor,	 the	
maimed,	and	the	halt,	and	the	blind….for	I	say	unto	you,	
that	none	of	those	men	which	were	bidden	shall	taste	my	
supper”	(Luke	14:	21-24).

In	Esther	1:5,	the	king	made	a	feast	unto	all	the	people	that	
were	present	in	Shushan	(Shushan	means	lily,	rose,	joy);	it	
is	a	place	of	purity	and	holiness.	This	feast	is	for	those	who	
have	sincere	and	pure	hearts;	those	who	live	in	Shushan	as	
it	were.	Verse	6	“where	white,	green,	and	blue	hangings,	
fastened	with	cords	of	fine	linen	and	purple	to	silver	rings	
and	pillars	of	marble:	the	beds	were	of	gold	and	silver,	upon	
a	pavement	of	red,	and	blue	and	white	and	black	marble,	
and	they	gave	them	drink	in	vessel	of	gold,	and	royal	wine	in	
abundance	 according	 to	 the	 state	 of	 the	 king”.	 It	 is	
significant	to	note	that	the	bed	was	made	of	gold	and	silver,	
and	 they	 drank	 from	 vessel	 of	 gold	 speaking	 about	 the	
nature	 of	 God.	 The	 linen	 and	 the	white,	 green	 and	 blue	
hangs	all	describe	the	purity	and	the	love	of	God.	For	all	
those	who	care	to	respond	to	the	Lord	in	this	hour,	all	those	
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who	listen	to	the	soundings	of	the	spirit	in	this	hour,	the	
Lord	is	working	out	in	us	his	divine	nature.	And	he	is	setting	
his	people	free.	“And	in	this	mountain	shall	the	LORD	of	
hosts	make	unto	all	people	a	feast	of	fat	things,	a	feast	of	
wines	on	the	lees,	of	fat	things	full	of	marrow,	of	wines	on	
the	 lees	 well	 refined.	 And	 he	 will	 destroy	 in	 this	
mountain	the	face	of	the	covering	cast	over	all	people,	
and	the	vail	that	is	spread	over	all	nations”	(Isaiah	25:6-
7).

Vashti-	The	Church	Living	in	Compromise
In	verse	9	of	Esther	chapter	1,	we	were	told	that	Vashti	the	
queen	declared	her	own	feast	for	the	women	in	the	royal	
house.	“Also,	Vashti	the	Queen	made	a	feast	for	the	women	
in	 the	 royal	 house	 which	 belonged	 to	 King	 Ahasuerus”.	
Vashti	is	the	queen;	she	is	the	type	of	the	church	of	the	Lord.	
Instead	of	Vashti	aligning	herself	with	and	participating	in	
the	king's	feast,	she	went	ahead	and	declared	her	own	feast.	
This	reminds	us	of	the	declaration	in	Jeremiah	1	verse	13	
“for	 my	 people	 have	 committed	 two	 evils;	 they	 have	
forsaken	me	the	fountain	of	living	waters,	and	hewed	them	
out	 cistern,	broken	cistern,	 that	 can	hold	no	water”.	The	
church	truly	has	abandoned	its	true	source	of	life	and	has	
gone	ahead	to	devise	their	own	ideas	and	methods,	new	
and	modern	ways	of	doing	the	work	of	the	Lord.	“And	Jesus	
went	into	the	temple	of	God,	and	cast	out	all	them	that	
sold	and	bought	in	the	temple,	and	overthrew	the	tables	
of	the	moneychangers,	and	the	seats	of	them	that	sold	
doves,	And	said	unto	them,	it	is	written,	my	house	shall	
be	called	the	house	of	prayer;	but	ye	have	made	it	a	den	
of	thieves”	(Matthew	21:12-13).	The	feast	of	Vashti	 is	a	
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distraction	from	the	true	feast.	It	is	a	feast	of	deception;	it	is	
a	feast	of	rebellion	that	can	never	work	the	righteousness	of	
our	Lord.	

It	is	very	important	for	believers	to	understand	that	there	
are	symbolically	two	types	of	feasts	going	on	in	the	church	
right	now,	one	is	the	King's	feast(which	is	the	true	feast),	
the	other	is	Vashti	the	Queen's	feast	(which	is	the	feast	of	
deception).	 The	 two	 feasts	 are	 taking	 place	 in	 the	 same	
vicinity	–	the	royal	house.	Herein	is	the	deception,	for	most	
Christians	who	are	not	discerning	the	feast	of	Vashti	can	
easily	be	mistaken	for	the	king's	feast.	The	setting	of	the	
two	feasts	is	the	same,	the	language	is	the	same,	and	the	
choruses	are	 the	same,	yet	one	 is	a	 true	 feast,	while	 the	
other	is	a	fake	feast.	We	must	state	categorically	and	with	
all	emphasis	that	there	is	a	lot	that	is	going	on	today	in	the	
church	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	but	has	nothing	to	do	with	
the	 Lord.	 The	 language	 is	 the	 same,	 but	 the	 spirit	 is	
different.	They	look	like	sheep	but	when	they	speak	their	
voice	 is	 like	 the	 voice	 of	 the	 dragon.	 These	 are	 wolves	
appearing	 in	 sheep	 clothing	 to	 devour	 and	 mislead	 the	
body	 of	 Christ.	 Men	 have	 come	 to	 equate	 apostasy	 to	
revival.	Many	servants	of	the	Lord	have	become	lovers	of	
pleasures	 more	 than	 lovers	 of	 God;	 they	 are	 lovers	 of	
themselves,	 covetous,	 boasters,	 proud,	 without	 natural	
affection,	 trucebreakers,	 incontinent…1Timothy	 3:1-8.	
“Then	shall	ye	begin	to	say,	we	have	eaten	and	drunk	in	
thy	presence,	and	thou	hast	taught	in	our	streets.	But	he	
shall	say,	I	tell	you,	I	know	you	not	whence	ye	are;	depart	
from	me,	all	ye	workers	of	iniquity”(Luke	13:26-27).
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There	is	probably	no	better	description	of	the	state	of	the	
church	today	than	what	was	described	in	Isaiah	4:1	“And	in	
that	day	seven	women	shall	take	hold	of	one	man,	saying,	
we	will	eat	our	own	bread,	wear	our	own	apparel;	only	let	
us	be	called	by	thy	name,	to	take	away	our	reproach”	This	is	
a	prophetic	declaration	of	what	is	happening	today	in	the	
body	of	Christ.	They	are	seven	women	who	are	struggling	
to	take	hold	of	one	man	-	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	They	want	
to	bear	his	name,	be	identified	with	him,	but	they	want	to	
do	their	own	thing.	They	want	to	be	able	to	eat	their	own	
food,	wear	their	own	apparel	but	answer	his	name.	This	
means	 that	 they	 establish	 their	 own	 standard	 of	
righteousness,	eat	whatever	they	like	in	terms	of	doctrines	
and	 not	 being	 able	 to	 endure	 sound	 doctrine.	 There	 is	
abomination	 right	 in	 the	 holy	 place	 and	 yet	 the	 people	
know	it	not.

Because	 Vashti	 refused	 to	 come	 at	 the	 king's	
commandment,	Esther	1:12,	she	was	removed	as	Queen.	
“But	 the	 queen	 Vashti	 refused	 to	 come	 at	 the	 king's	
commandment	 by	 his	 chamberlains:	 therefore,	 was	 the	
king	very	wroth,	and	his	anger	burned	in	him”.	 	Vashti	lost	
her	exalted	position	because	she	did	not	honour	the	King.	
“If	it	please	the	king,	let	there	go	a	royal	commandment	
from	him,	and	let	 it	be	written	among	the	 laws	of	the	
Persians	 and	 the	 Medes,	 that	 it	 be	 not	 altered,	 that	
Vashti	come	no	more	before	the	king	Ahasuerus;	and	let	
the	king	give	her	royal	estate	unto	another	that	is	better	
than	 she”(Esther	 1:19).	 The	 glory	 has	 departed	 from	
today's	Vashti	church,	and	yet	she	knew	it	not.	Just	like	the	
glory	departed	from	Samson	when	he	compromised	and	
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fell	into	arms	of	Delilah.	“And	she	said,	the	Philistines	be	
upon	thee,	Samson.	And	he	awoke	out	of	his	sleep,	and	
said,	 I	will	go	out	as	at	other	times	before,	and	shake	
myself.	And	he	wist	not	that	the	LORD	was	departed	from	
him”	 (Judges	 16:20-21).	 Saul	 also	 lost	 the	 kingdom	
because	he	compromised	and	followed	the	inclinations	of	
his	heart	 rather	 than	obey	 the	Lord.	The	glory	departed	
from	Saul	and	he	lost	the	kingdom	because	he	refused	to	
honour	 the	 Lord.	 “And	 she	 named	 the	 child	 I-Chabod,	
saying,	 the	glory	 is	departed	 from	Israel:	because	 the	
ark	 of	 God	 was	 taken…	 And	 she	 said,	 the	 glory	 is	
departed	 from	 Israel:	 for	 the	 ark	 of	 God	 is	 taken”	
(1Samuel	4:21-22).	“And	unto	the	Angel	of	the	church	in	
Sardis	write;	these	things	saith	he	that	hath	the	seven	
Spirits	of	God,	and	the	seven	stars;	I	know	thy	works,	that	
thou	 hast	 a	 name	 that	 thou	 livest,	 and	 art	 dead”	
(Revelation	3:1).

“And	 the	 Lord	 said	 unto	 Samuel,	 how	 long	 will	 thou	
mourn	for	Saul,	seeing	I	have	rejected	him	from	reigning	
over	Israel?	Fill	thine	hone	with	oil,	and	go,	I	will	send	
thee	to	Jesse	the	Bethlehemite:	for	I	have	provided	me	a	
king	among	his	sons”	(1Samuel	16:1).	Saul	was	still	King	
even	after	he	was	rejected	of	God.	In	fact,	he	led	the	people	
in	 and	 out,	 yet	 the	 glory	 had	 left	 him.	 The	 glory	 has	
departed	from	the	Saul	order.	The	Lord	is	taking	away	the	
first	(the	old	order)	that	he	might	establish	the	second	(the	
new	order);	there	is	a	new	wine	that	is	showing	up	in	the	
church	today.	The	old	wine	is	no	longer	sufficient.	There	is	
the	necessity	for	a	new	wineskin/bottle	to	take	in	the	new	
wine;	for	you	cannot	put	a	new	wine	in	an	old	wineskin.	
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“And	no	man	putteth	new	wine	into	old	bottles:	else	the	
new	wine	doth	burst	the	bottles,	and	the	wine	is	spilled,	
and	the	bottles	will	be	marred:	but	new	wine	must	be	put	
into	new	bottles”	(Mark	2:22).	There	is	a	change	of	a	baton	
about	to	take	place	in	the	church;	it	 is	a	change	of	baton	
from	Vashti	to	Esther,	from	Saul	to	David,	from	Ismael	the	
son	of	the	bondwoman	to	Isaac,	the	child	of	promise.	The	
old	wineskins	(bottles)	represent	the	structure	as	put	 in	
place	by	men.	God	is	taking	away	the	old	order	so	that	he	
might	establish	a	new	one.	It	 is	no	longer	going	to	be	by	
might	or	by	power,	but	it	is	going	to	by	the	Lord's	Spirit.	All	
sincere	children	of	God	must	test	every	spirit	and	be	very	
discerning	in	these	last	days	so	that	they	do	not	participate	
in	the	deception	masquerading	itself	as	the	gospel	in	the	
church	today.	

Esther	stepped	into	Fullness
“After	these	things,	when	the	wrath	of	king	Ahasuerus	
was	appeased,	he	remembered	Vashti,	and	what	she	had	
done,	and	what	was	decreed	against	her.	Then	said	the	
king's	servants	 that	ministered	unto	him,	 let	 there	be	
fair	young	virgins	sought	for	the	king”	(Esther	2:1-2).	
“And	 let	 the	maiden	 that	 pleaseth	 the	 king	 be	 queen	
instead	of	Vashti.	And	the	thing	pleased	the	king;	and	he	
did	so”	(Esther	2:	4).

Esther	was	selected	as	one	of	the	maidens	that	went	in	to	
see	the	king.	She	eventually	won	the	heart	of	the	king	and	
was	made	 the	 new	Queen.	 But	 how	did	 she	 do	 it.	What	
qualified	her	 to	be	 chosen	as	one	of	 the	maidens?	What	
qualified	Esther	to	step	into	fullness	as	it	were?	We	shall	
consider	a	few	things	that	qualified	Esther	to	be	queen.	The	
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same	 things	will	 be	 required	of	us	 in	 this	 great	work	of	
restoration	that	the	Lord	is	doing	in	his	body.	The	Lord	is	
raising	 an	 end-time	 army;	 a	 people	 that	 shall	 sit	 on	 the	
throne	and	be	one	with	the	king,	a	people	who	will	come	
into	 the	 fullness	 of	 Christ.	 We	 are	 talking	 here	 about	 a	
people	who	will	make	it	into	the	Holy	of	Holies	and	become	
one	with	Him.	These	are	the	overcomers.
	
The	Qualifications	of	Esther

Esther	had	No	Father	or	Mother
Esther	2:7	“And	he	brought	up	Hadassah,	that	is	Esther,	
his	 uncle's	 daughter,	 for	 she	 had	 neither	 father	 nor	
mother,	 and	 the	maid	 was	 fair	 and	 beautiful…”	 	The	
point	 to	be	made	here	 is	 that	Esther	had	no	FATHER	or	
MOTHER.	Our	father	and	our	mother	represent	our	root,	
they	represent	where	we	came	out	 from,	 they	represent	
our	source.	But	Esther	had	no	father	or	mother.	She	was	an	
orphan.	She	has	no	roots;	all	her	roots	have	been	cut	off.	
The	strong	cords	of	the	father	and	mother	that	could	have	
tied	her	down	have	been	severed.	She	was	not	tied	down	to	
traditions;	she	had	no	sentiments	or	bias	that	could	tie	her	
down.	She	had	practically	nothing	to	hold	on	to.	The	push	
and	the	pull	of	tradition	is	no	longer	relevant	in	her	case.	All	
the	things	that	could	emotionally	tie	her	down	to	her	roots,	
her	 background	 have	 been	 painfully	 and	 completely	
removed.	This	is	total	consecration.	

Our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	did	say	that	he	that	must	follow	him	
must	be	ready	to	abandon	his	father	and	mother	and	follow	
him	without	reservation.	Christ	is	demanding	no	less	from	
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all	those	who	will	strive	for	the	fullness	of	Christ	in	this	end	
time.	The	things	of	this	world	must	grow	strangely	dim	in	
our	 eyes;	 we	 must	 lay	 our	 ambition,	 our	 plan,	 and	 our	
aspiration	right	at	the	feet	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ	in	order	
to	follow	him.	We	must	as	it	were	“sell”	all	that	we	have	like	
the	rich	young	ruler	and	follow	the	Lord.	The	standard	will	
not	 be	 lowered	 for	 the	 overcomers.	 It	 is	 either	 all	 or	
nothing.	We	cannot	eat	our	cake	and	still	have	them.	We	
cannot	have	one	leg	in	the	world	and	one	leg	in	the	church.	
This	may	sound	hard,	but	it	is	the	truth.	It	is	a	message	for	
the	overcomers,	the	Esther	–	company	of	this	end-time.

The	Bitter	and	Sweet	Months
Esther	 went	 through	 a	 period	 of	 purification	 (twelve	
months	of	purification-	six	month	with	bitter	oil	of	myrrh,	
and	 six	months	with	 sweet	 odour).	 She	went	 through	 a	
period	of	pain	and	darkness	represented	by	the	six	bitter	
months,	yet	she	remained	steadfast.	She	stood	firm	during	
these	 months	 of	 fiery	 experience,	 counting	 it	 all	 joy,	
knowing	 full	 well	 that	 the	 trial	 of	 her	 faith	 worketh	
patience;	and	patience,	experience;	and	experience,	hope;	
and	hope	maketh	not	ashamed.	

She	also	went	through	six	months	of	sweet	odours.	In	the	
mist	 of	 plenty	 she	 learnt	 moderation.	 She	 handled	 her	
success	well	without	letting	it	get	into	her	head.	She	learnt	
how	 to	 abound	 and	 how	 to	 abase.	 The	 circumstances	
around	her	did	not	affect	her	inner	life.	She	was	constant,	
and	her	inner	life	could	not	be	disturbed	by	whatsoever	is	
happening	around	her.	Brethren,	this	is	the	standard.	The	
manifestation	of	the	sons	of	God	is	certainly	not	for	babies	
but	for	men	and	women	who	have	come	to	maturity,	and	
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who	know	what	it	means	to	posses	that	inner	peace	of	the	
Almighty	 God	 no	 matter	 the	 situation	 they	 might	 find	
themselves	in.

In	Esther	2:15	“Now	when	the	turn	of	Esther,	
the	daughter	of	Abihail	the	uncle	of	Modecai,	
who	had	taken	her	for	his	daughter,	was	come	
to	go	 in	unto	 the	king,	 she	required	NOTING	
but	what	Heggai	the	king's	chamberlain,	the	
keeper	of	 the	women,	appointed.	And	Esther	
obtained	favour	in	the	sight	of	all	that	looked	
upon	her”	

The	Simplicity	of	Esther
It	is	very	instructive	that	when	Esther	was	invited	to	come	
in	for	the	beauty	contest,	she	went	in	with	such	simplicity	
that	baffled	everyone.	She	went	in	without	any	extras,	she	
went	in	without	any	additional	make-ups	or	gadgets	and	
she	won	the	contest.	The	Lord	was	with	her,	and	she	won	
the	heart	of	 the	King.	The	message	here	 for	 the	body	of	
Christ	 is	 very	 profound.	 We	 do	 not	 really	 need	 all	 the	
complexity	and	all	the	encumbrances	of	today's	world	to	
serve	 the	 Lord.	 “Let	 your	moderation	 be	 known	 to	 all	
men.	The	Lord	is	at	hand”	(Phil	4:5).	Believers	who	must	
strive	to	come	unto	the	fullness	of	Christ	must	endeavor	to	
lay	aside	every	weight	that,	and	sin	which	doth	so	easily	
beset	us,	and	run	with	patience	the	race	that	is	set	before	
us,	looking	unto	Jesus	the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith;	
who	for	the	joy	that	was	set	before	him	endured	the	cross,	
despising	the	shame,	and	is	set	down	at	the	right	hand	of	
the	throne	-Hebrews	12:1-2.	God's	people	who	aspire	to	
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know	 him	must	 be	 decent,	 properly	 attired	 knowing	 in	
their	hearts	that	all	things	must	be	done	decently	and	in	
order	-1Corinthians	14:	40.

We	really	do	not	need	new	method	or	even	new	gadgets	for	
the	 spirit	 to	 move	 in	 the	 church.	 What	 we	 need	 is	 His	
presence.	We	need	His	presence	to	go	with	us.	It	is	not	by	
power	or	by	might	but	by	His	Spirit	alone.	We	are	thankful	
to	God	for	the	possibilities	presented	to	us	by	the	recent	
advances	in	technology.	The	last	three	decades	or	more	has	
witnessed	 what	 one	 can	 describe	 as	 the	 information	
explosion	 era.	 Advancement	 in	 technology	 has	 totally	
revolutionized	 human	 activity,	 i.e	 we	 speak	 today	 of	
Internet	 connectivity	 and	 all	 that	 are	 associated	with	 it.	
The	social	media	has	become	a	bastion	of	activities.	The	
internet	has	become	a	veritable	tool	for	communication	in	
virtually	all	spheres.	A	situation	where	person,	groups	and	
organizational	 entities	 across	 geographical	 and	 cultural	
boundaries	 can	 interact	 almost	 instantaneously	 via	 the	
Internet	is	unthinkable	several	years	back.	

We	must	take	advantage	of	all	that	technology	has	to	offer,	
but	 we	 must	 never	 lose	 sight	 of	 the	 fact	 that,	 at	 best,	
technology	can	only	be	a	tool,	a	means,	and	not	an	end	in	
itself.	Christ	must	remain	the	core	of	our	message;	it	is	all	
about	 Jesus.	 Technology	 no	 matter	 how	 good	 cannot	
replace	the	anointing	and	the	power	of	God.	In	carrying	the	
ark,	a	new	cart	cannot	replace	the	shoulders	of	men	meant	
to	carry	 the	ark.	We	must	keep	 the	message	simple,	our	
physical	 and	organizational	 structures	must	not	 take	 all	
our	attention,	they	must	be	kept	simple,	and	our	focus	must	
be	on	Christ.	We	must	resist	the	temptation	of	majoring	on	
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the	minor	and	minoring	on	the	major.	We	must	never	forget	
the	fact	that	we	are	looking	for	a	city	that	hath	foundations,	
whose	builder	and	maker	is	God.	For	this	reason,	we	must	
sojourn	in	this	world,	as	in	a	strange	country,	dwelling	in	
tents	-	Hebrew	11:9-10.	

We	must	seek	to	serve	him	according	to	due	order,	we	must	
go	back	 to	New	Testament	pattern.	Every	believer	must	
submit	 to	one	head-	 the	Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	and	only	one	
constitution-	 the	Bible.	Each	 local	 congregation	must	be	
espoused	to	the	Lord	as	it	was	in	the	New	Testament.	The	
local	expression	of	the	Lord's	church	is	not	the	personal	
property	 of	 anyone.	 The	 days	 of	 one-man	 rule	 are	 over.	
While	 God	 anoints	 and	 appoints	 leaders	 in	 the	 body,	
leadership	in	the	body	should	be	plural	and	shared	as	it	was	
done	 in	 the	 New	 Testament.	 The	 era	 of	 the	 head	 and	
shoulders	government	of	Saul	is	over.	God	is	in	the	business	
of	raising	servant-leaders	who	will	lead	from	the	front	and	
not	from	behind.	God	is	raising	shepherds	not	herdsmen.
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'For	 at	 that	 time	 day	 by	 day	 there	 came	 to	
David	to	help	him,	until	it	was	a	great	host,	like	
the	host	of	God.	And	these	are	the	numbers	of	
the	bands	that	were	ready	armed	to	the	war,	
and	 came	 to	 David	 to	 Hebron,	 to	 turn	 the	
kingdom	of	Saul	to	him,	according	to	the	word	
of	the	LORD'	(1Chronicles	12:	22-23).

'All	 these	men	 of	war,	 that	 could	 keep	 rank,	
came	with	a	perfect	heart	to	Hebron,	to	make	
David	King	over	all	of	Israel:	and	all	the	rest	
also	of	Israel	were	of	one	heart	to	make	David	
King”	(1	Chronicles	12:38).

rophetically,	I	believe	the	church	of	God	has	come	to	Pa	 very	 critical	 moment	 and	 we	 need	 to	 tread	
carefully	and	listen	to	what	the	spirit	of	the	Lord	is	

saying.	“He	that	has	an	ear	let	him	hear	what	the	spirit	is	
saying	to	the	churches”		(Revelation	3:	6).	

The	Church	like	David	has	come	a	long	way,	we	have	had	the	
dealings	of	God	at	different	levels.	We	have	come	through	
the	Passover	experience,	which	is	key	and	foundational	to	
anyone	who	is	part	of	the	body	of	Christ.	“For	by	one	spirit	
are	we	all	baptized	into	one	body,	whether	we	be	Jews	or	
Gentiles,	whether	we	be	bond	or	free;	and	have	been	all	
made	to	drink	into	one	Spirit”	(1Corinthians	12:13).	We	
were	 once	 without	 Christ,	 being	 aliens	 from	 the	
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commonwealth	of	Israel,	and	strangers	from	the	covenant	
of	promise,	having	no	hope,	and	without	God	in	this	world.	
But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	the	blood	of	Christ	makes	you	who	
sometimes	were	afar	off	nigh	(Ephesians	2:12-13).	This	is	
foundational	for	everyone	who	is	a	Christian.

Through	God's	mercy	and	grace	the	church	has	also	moved	
on	from	this	foundational	experience	of	being	born	again	
(feast	of	Passover)	to	experiencing	the	feast	of	Pentecost.	
Jesus	 said	 to	 his	 disciples	 “And,	 behold,	 I	will	 send	 the	
promise	of	the	father	upon	you	(Holy	Spirit):	but	tarry	ye	
in	the	city	of	Jerusalem,	until	ye	be	endued	with	power	
from	on	high”	(Luke	24:49).	Jesus	being	exalted	received	
of	the	Father	the	promise	of	the	Holy	Ghost	and	gave	it	to	
the	church….	“For	this	promise	is	unto	you,	and	to	your	
children,	and	to	all	that	are	afar	off,	even	as	many	as	the	
LORD	our	GOD	shall	call”	(Acts	2	:33,	39).

There	is	still	one	more	feast	that	the	Church	must	celebrate	
and	participate	in;	it	is	called	the	feast	of	Tabernacles.	It	is	
the	feast	of	Fullness.	It	is	stepping	into	the	Holy	of	Holies	
and	becoming	one	with	Him	in	the	true	sense	of	the	word.	It	
is	attaining	to	the	unity	of	the	faith,	and	of	the	knowledge	of	
the	 Son	 of	 God,	 unto	 a	 perfect	 man,	 unto	 the	 measure	
stature	of	the	fullness	of	Christ	(Ephesians	4:13).	The	feast	
of	tabernacles	is	the	ultimate.	It	is	the	final	glory.	It	is	the	
total	and	complete	rule	of	Christ	over	every	single	area	of	
our	life.

The	experience	of	the	feast	of	tabernacles	will	only	come	to	
us	as	we	come	to	a	point	in	our	lives	where	everything	we	
count	as	gain	is	counted	as	loss	for	Christ,	a	point	in	our	
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lives	when	we	can	count	all	things	as	loss	for	the	excellency	
of	the	knowledge	of	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.	So	that	we	will	be	
found	 in	 Him	 and	 Him	 alone,	 not	 having	 our	 own	
righteousness	(Philippians	3:7-9).

David's	three	Anointing
David	was	anointed	three	times,	and	it	was	only	at	his	third	
anointing	did	he	attain	fullness;	he	reigned	over	all	of	Israel.	
David	was	anointed	first	as	king	in	his	father's	house	after	
God	rejected	Saul	as	king	over	Israel	“And	the	LORD	said	
unto	Samuel,	how	long	wilt	thou	mourn	for	Saul,	seeing	I	
have	rejected	him	from	reigning	over	Israel?	Fill	thine	
horn	 with	 oil,	 and	 go,	 I	 will	 send	 thee	 to	 Jesse	 the	
Bethlehemite:	for	I	have	provided	me	a	king	among	his	
sons”	(1	Samuel	16:1).	“Then	Samuel	took	the	horn	of	oil	
and	anointed	him	in	the	midst	of	his	brethren:	and	the	spirit	
of	 the	LORD	came	upon	David	 from	that	day	 forward….”	
Verse	13.	But	David	never	began	to	reign	over	Israel	at	this	
point.	This	was	David's	feast	of	Passover	as	it	were.	This	
was	the	beginning	and	the	foundation	of	David's	call,	and	
he	needed	to	build	on	this	in	order	for	him	to	rule	over	all	of	
Israel.	

David's	 second	 anointing	 came	 when	 the	 men	 of	 Judah	
came	and	anointed	David	king	over	the	house	of	Judah	“And	
the	men	of	Judah	came,	and	there	they	anointed	David	king	
over	the	house	of	Judah….”	(2	Samuel	2	vs.	4).	As	significant	
as	Judah	was,	it	was	only	a	part	of	the	whole	of	Israel.	Judah	
means	praise.	To	rule	over	Judah	can	be	exciting.	Judah	is	
characterized	by	charisma,	excitement	and	power	but	it	is	
not	an	end	in	itself	but	a	means	to	an	end.	David	had	his	
Pentecost	as	it	were	when	he	was	made	king	over	Judah,	
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but	he	was	yet	to	attain	the	ultimate,	he	was	yet	to	attain	
fullness	by	assuming	rulership	over	all	of	Israel.	

David's	third	and	final	anointing	over	all	of	Israel	came	18	
years	 after	 he	was	 first	 anointed	 as	 king	 in	 his	 father's	
house.	“All	the	elders	of	Israel	came	to	the	king	to	Hebron;	
and	king	David	made	a	league	with	them	in	Hebron	before	
the	LORD;	and	they	anointed	David	king	over	ALL	of	Israel.	
David	was	thirty	years	old	when	he	began	to	reign,	and	he	
reigned	 for	 forty	 years.	He	 reigned	over	 Judah	alone	 for	
seven	and	half	years:	and	 in	 Jerusalem	he	reigned	thirty	
and	three	years	over	all	of	Israel	thus	making	a	total	of	forty	
years”(-2	Samuel	5:3-4).

It	is	important	to	note	that	David	began	to	rule	over	all	of	
Israel	 at	 the	 age	 of	 thirty.	 Thirty	 in	 the	 scripture	 is	 the	
number	of	maturity.	Jesus	started	his	ministry	at	the	age	of	
thirty	 (Luke3:22-2).	 The	 church	 needs	 to	 mature.	
Henceforth	we	 cannot	 afford	 to	 continue	 to	 be	 children	
tossed	 to	 and	 fro,	 and	 carried	about	with	 every	wind	of	
doctrine,	by	the	sleight	of	men,	and	cunning	craftiness	of	
men.	But	we	must	mature	and	come	into	the	unity	of	the	
faith,	and	of	the	knowledge	of	the	Son	of	God,	unto	a	perfect	
man,	 unto	 the	measure	 of	 the	 stature	 of	 the	 fullness	 of	
Christ	(Ephesians	4:13-14).	

Let	us	see	if	we	can	glean	some	prophetic	insight	in	to	how	
David	 became	 King	 over	 all	 of	 Israel,	 how	 he	 attained	
fullness	so	that	we	can	learn	therefrom	-I	Chronicles	12.	
The	principles	of	God's	word	are	the	same.	God	moves	in	
times	 and	 in	 seasons	 but	 his	 principles	 are	 consistent	
throughout	all	ages	and	all	through	scriptures:
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The	Surge	of	Men	around	David	was	Spontaneous

‘Now	 these	 are	 they	 that	 came	 to	 David	 to	
Ziklag,	while	he	yet	kept	himself	close	because	
of	Saul	the	son	of	Kish:	and	they	were	among	
the	mighty	men,	helpers	of	war”	
(1Chronicles	12:1).

The	military	surge	that	came	together	from	all	over	Israel	
to	 assist	 David	 to	 achieve	 his	 goal	 was	 huge	 and	
spontaneous.	It	was	not	planned;	it	was	instinctive,	and	it	
was	by	the	spirit.	As	a	matter	of	fact	David	was	in	hiding	
because	 of	 Saul,	 while	 the	 spontaneous	 response	 began	
from	 all	 over	 Israel.	He	 couldn't	 have	 been	 the	 one	 that	
orchestrated	such	a	massive	response	coming	as	it	were,	
from	all	directions.	It	began	like	a	small	movement	and	then	
it	snowballed	 into	a	massive	well-fortified	army	from	all	
over	the	nation	of	Israel	seeking	to	enthrone	David	as	king	
over	all	of	Israel.	

It	 is	 very	 instructive	 that	 the	people	 came	out	willingly;	
they	were	not	cajoled	or	forced	to	come	out	and	support	
David.	They	did	it	of	their	own	accord.	They	volunteered	
themselves	and	came	out	willingly	to	identify	with	David's	
cause	-Psalm	110:3	'Thy	people	shall	be	willing	in	the	day	of	
thy	power,	in	the	beauties	of	holiness	from	the	womb	of	the	
morning:	 thou	 hast	 the	 dew	 of	 thy	 youth”.	 The	Message	
Bible	puts	this	same	verse	this	way	“Your	people	will	freely	
join	you,	resplendent	in	holy	armour	on	the	great	day	of	
your	conquest,	join	you	at	the	fresh	break	of	the	day,	join	
you	with	all	the	vigor	of	youth”.	The	people	of	the	Lord	will	
freely	join	him,	they	will	join	him	willingly	in	the	day	when	
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he	will	fight	his	enemy,	and	they	will	join	freely	in	the	day	of	
His	 power.	 It	 will	 not	 be	 by	 the	 constraints	 of	 man,	
doctrines	of	men	or	by	the	structures	of	men.	The	servants	
of	the	Lord	will	come	willingly	with	broken	hearts	and	with	
tears	to	submit	everything	to	their	Master	and	Lord	Jesus	
Christ.	They	will	rend	their	hearts	not	their	garments	and	
turn	to	the	Lord	and	repent	of	their	sins	before	the	Lord.	It	
is	not	going	to	be	by	power	or	by	might,	but	it	is	going	to	be	
by	my	spirit	says	the	Lord.

We	must	also	note	that	there	is	an	element	of	divine	timing	
here.	So	that	the	word	of	the	LORD	previously	spoken	might	
be	fulfilled	that	David	will	rule	over	all	of	Israel,	the	Lord	
stirred	up	the	spirit	of	men	all	over	Israel	to	come	together	
to	 form	a	great	 army	 to	 install	David	as	King	over	all	 of	
Israel.	

In	the	same	way	the	Lord	has	spoken	of	a	great	work	of	
restoration	 in	 these	 last	days.	The	Lord	has	promised	to	
move	by	his	power	to	restore	the	wasted	years,	the	years	
eaten	by	the	locust,	the	cankerworm,	and	caterpillar,	and	
the	palmerworm.	The	revival	that	is	coming	upon	the	body	
of	Christ	in	this	end	time	is	going	to	be	like	nothing	we	have	
ever	 seen	 before	 now.	 It	 is	 going	 to	 be	 unprecedented	
because	the	glory	of	this	later	house	shall	be	greater	than	
the	former.	The	Lord	is	stirring	up	the	spirit	of	his	people;	
the	Lord	is	raising	an	end-time	army.	The	Lord	is	quietly,	
but	surely	raising	a	surge	of	the	sons	of	God	from	all	over	
the	world	to	go	forth	as	God's	end-time	army	and	as	one	
man	to	enthrone	the	true	“David”	as	king	over	his	people.	
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What	God	is	doing	in	these	last	days	cannot	be	restricted	or	
domiciled	in	just	one	or	two	denominations.	Man	cannot	
organize	it;	it	is	God	himself	bringing	this	about.	He	said	he	
has	 in	 the	past	given	us	 the	 former	rain	moderately,	but	
now	he	says	he	will	give	us	the	former	rain	and	the	latter	
rain	in	the	same	month	-Joel	2:23.	This	is	supernatural,	only	
God	can	do	this.	It	is	a	quick	work	that	is	coming	upon	us	as	
we	open	our	hearts	before	God.	“Behold,	I	will	do	a	new	
thing;	now	it	shall	spring	forth;	shall	ye	not	know	it?	I	
will	even	make	a	way	in	the	wilderness,	and	rivers	in	the	
desert”	 (Isaiah	 43:19).	 The	 Lord	 will	 pull	 down	 the	
denomination	 walls	 that	 have	 divided	 us,	 and	 the	
individual	kingdoms	built	by	men	will	collapse	like	a	park	
of	cards	because	David	must	be	installed	as	King	over	all	of	
Israel.	 The	 glory	 of	 the	 Lord	will	 cover	 the	 earth	 as	 the	
water	cover	the	sea.	And	the	glory	of	this	latter	house	shall	
be	greater	than	the	former.

Each	of	the	Men	that	came	were	accomplished	Men	of	
War
Each	of	the	men	that	came	out	of	their	own	accord	to	assist	
David	are	seasoned	well-accomplished	men	of	war.	These	
are	men	who	could	use	both	 the	 right	hand	and	 the	 left	
hand	in	shooting	arrows	and	in	hurling	stones.	The	Gadites	
who	separated	themselves	unto	David	while	David	was	still	
in	the	hold	to	assist	him	are	men	of	might	and	men	of	war	fit	
for	the	battle.	They	could	handle	shield	and	buckler,	their	
faces	were	like	the	faces	of	lions,	and	they	were	as	swift	as	
the	Gazelles	upon	the	mountains	(1Chronicles	12:	8).	

The	children	of	Benjamin	and	Judah	also	great	men	of	war	
came	out	in	their	number	to	fight	for	David	and	to	ensure	
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that	he	became	king	over	all	of	Israel.	The	children	of	Judah	
were	men	that	bare	shield	and	spare	were	six	thousand	and	
eight	hundred	that	came	out	armed	to	the	teeth	to	fight	for	
David	(v24).	The	children	of	Simeon,	Levi,	and	Jehoida	also	
came	out	in	their	numbers	-vs.	25-27.	

Zadok,	a	young	man	mighty	of	valour,	and	his	father's	house	
twenty	 and	 two	 captains	 also	 came	out.	The	 children	of	
Ephraim	twenty	thousand	and	eight	hundred	mighty	men	
of	 valour,	 famous	 throughout	 the	 house	 of	 their	 fathers	
came	out	to	stand	by	David	and	fight	with	him	(v.30).	The	
list	goes	on	and	on.	The	men	that	came	out	willingly	of	their	
own	accord	to	help	David	became	a	great	host,	like	the	host	
of	God	(v22).

The	implication	of	this	is	that	God	is	looking	for	men	and	
women	who	will	lay	down	their	individual	gifts,ministries,	
and	abilities	on	the	altar.	Each	of	the	men	of	war	that	came	
out	to	fight	for	David	were	competent	men	on	their	own,	
they	 could	 stand	 on	 their	 own,	 they	 were	 men	 with	 a	
pedigree	of	military	escapades	and	accomplishments,	yet	
they	 stepped	 aside	 from	 their	 individual	 successes	 and	
came	together	for	a	common	cause	to	make	David	king	over	
all	of	Israel.	They	all	came	out	willingly;	they	gave	up	their	
individual	 position	 of	 strength	 for	 the	 greater	 collective	
position	of	strength	of	all	the	armies.	'The	LORD	said	unto	
my	 Lord,	 sit	 thou	 at	 my	 right	 hand,	 until	 I	 make	 thine	
enemies	thy	footstool.	The	LORD	shall	send	the	rod	of	thy	
strength	 out	 of	 Zion:	 rule	 thou	 in	 the	 midst	 of	 thine	
enemies.	Thy	people	 shall	 be	willing	 in	 the	day	of	 thy	
power….”	(Psalm	110:1-3).
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The	 greatest	 test	 of	 our	 submission	 to	 Christ	 and	 our	
willingness	to	serve	him	will	be	in	how	much	we	are	willing	
to	give	up	our	perceived	individual	ministries	or	position	of	
strength	and	come	together	as	one	man.	Strictly	speaking	it	
is	not	about	our	individual	self,	it	is	not	about	us,	it	is	not	
about	our	gifts	or	our	abilities;	it	is	all	about	Christ	reigning	
and	ruling	in	us.	It	is	not	of	him	runneth	or	him	that	willeth	
but	it	is	the	Lord	that	showeth	mercy	-Romans	9:16.	It	took	
a	corporate	army	standing	as	one	man	with	one	heart	to	
make	David	King	over	all	of	Israel.

It	 is	 very	 instructive	 that	 in	 celebrating	 the	 feast	 of	
tabernacles	all	 Israel	had	to	come	out	of	their	 individual	
houses,	they	had	to	give	up	their	individual	compartment,	
their	individual	gifts,	their	individual	strength	as	it	were	to	
come	out	and	dwell	in	booths	(tents)	on	the	street	for	seven	
days	to	celebrate	the	feast	of	tabernacles,	which	is	the	feast	
of	fullness.	

“Speak	unto	the	children	of	Israel,	saying,	the	
fifteenth	day	of	the	seventh	month	shall	be	the	
feast	 of	 tabernacles	 for	 seven	days	unto	 the	
LORD…Ye	shall	dwell	in	booths	seven	days;	all	
that	are	Israelites	born	shall	dwell	in	booths”	
(Leviticus	23:	34,	42).

We	 cannot	 afford	 to	 run	 alone.	 The	 days	 of	 one-man	
ministry	are	over.	The	true	test	of	a	true	servant	of	God	in	
this	end-time	is	in	the	ability	to	be	able	to	serve	alongside	
other	equally	anointed	men	of	God	without	breaking	ranks.	
We	 each	 have	 our	 own	 line	 of	 things	 as	 Paul	 said	 -
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2Corinthians10:16,	each	of	us	can	contribute	and	add	value	
to	the	work	through	our	individual	gifting,	but	we	must	not	
break	the	ranks.	This	is	the	only	way	to	guarantee	safety	for	
everyone.	If	we	keep	our	ranks	and	work	as	one	man,	even	if	
we	fall	on	the	edge	of	the	sword,	it	won't	hurt	us,	and	we	will	
not	 thrust	one	another,	but	respect	one	another	and	 the	
gifts	 in	 each	 other.	 This	 is	 the	 only	 way	 we	 can	 attain	
fullness	in	Christ	and	manifest	the	glory	and	power	of	God	
in	full.	“They	shall	run	like	mighty	men;	they	shall	climb	
the	wall	like	men	of	war;	and	they	shall	march	everyone	
on	 his	 ways,	 and	 they	 shall	 not	 break	 their	 ranks:	
Neither	 shall	 one	 thrust	 another;	 they	 shall	 walk	
everyone	in	his	path:	and	when	they	fall	upon	the	sword,	
they	shall	not	be	wounded”	(Joel	2:7-8).

David	had	an	open	mind	–	He	received	all

“And	 David	 went	 out	 to	 meet	 them,	 and	
answered	and	said	unto	them,	 if	ye	be	come	
peaceably	unto	me,	mine	heart	shall	be	knit	
unto	 you:	 but	 if	 ye	 be	 come	 to	 betray	me	 to	
mine	 enemies,	 seeing	 there	 is	 no	 wrong	 in	
mine	 hands,	 the	 God	 of	 our	 fathers	 look	
thereon,	and	rebuke	it.	Then	the	spirit	came	
upon	Amasai,	who	was	chief	of	the	captains,	
and	he	said,	thine	we	are,	David,	and	on	thy	
side,	thou	son	of	Jesse:	peace	be	unto	thee,	and	
peace	be	to	thine	helpers;	for	thy	God	helpeth	
thee.	 Then	 David	 received	 them	 and	 made	
them	captains	of	the	band”	
(1Chronicles	12:17-18).
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David	had	an	open	mind	to	receive	all	the	people	that	came	
around	to	help	him	in	the	battle	to	make	him	king	over	all	of	
Israel.	 He	 was	 open	 to	 receive	 even	 people	 who	 had	
offended	 him	 in	 the	 past.	 He	 forgave	 people	 who	 had	
offended	 in	 the	past.	He	had	a	sincere	heart	and	he	was	
ready	to	work	with	anyone	who	came	to	him	with	a	sincere	
heart.	The	people	saw	that	the	hand	of	God	was	on	David,	
and	that	the	time	has	come	for	him	to	be	king	over	all	of	
Israel,	and	they	laid	aside	their	biases	and	their	grievances	
against	David	and	came	out	to	team	up	with	David.	David	
recognized	this	and	received	them	with	a	sincere	and	open	
heart	without	any	grudge	or	biases	as	well.

As	we	submit	to	God	for	his	dealings	in	our	lives	in	these	last	
days,	 and	as	we	 seek	 to	 enter	 into	 the	 fullness	of	Christ	
becoming	one	with	him	in	all	things,	we	must	be	open	and	
true	in	our	hearts	towards	one	another.	We	must	not	handle	
the	word	of	God	deceitfully.	We	must	renounce	all	hidden	
works	of	dishonesty	and	refuse	to	walk	in	craftiness	in	our	
relationship	with	one	another,	nor	handling	 the	word	of	
God	deceitfully;	but	rather	we	must	manifest	and	walk	in	
the	truth	always	commending	and	relating	with	each	other	
in	truth	and	sincerity	in	the	sight	of	God	-2Corinthains	4:2.	
The	servant	of	the	Lord	must	not	strive;	but	be	gentle	to	all	
men,	apt	to	teach,	patient	-2Timothy	2:24.	We	must	humbly	
receive	 one	 another	 with	 respect.	 We	 must	 treat	 one	
another	with	respect	and	not	strife	or	compete	with	each	
other.	Let	nothing	be	done	through	strife	or	vainglory;	but	
in	 lowliness	 of	 mind	 let	 each	 person	 esteem	 the	 other	
better	than	himself	or	herself.	Look	not	every	man	on	his	
own	things,	but	every	man	also	on	the	things	of	others.	Let	
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this	 mind	 be	 in	 you,	 which	 was	 also	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 -
Philippians	2:3-5.

God	raised	a	Host	to	help	David	

“For	 at	 that	 time	 day	 by	 day	 there	 came	 to	
David	to	help	him,	until	it	was	a	great	host,	like	
the	host	of	God”	(1Chronicles	12:22).	

The	 level	of	 support	 that	David	experienced	was	 indeed	
unprecedented.	 Day	 by	 day,	 unsolicited,	 people	 came	 to	
David	from	far	and	near	to	declare	their	support	for	him	
and	 to	 assist	 him	 to	 become	King	 over	 all	 of	 Israel.	 The	
people	were	 not	 cajoled,	 they	were	 not	 forced	 but	 they	
came	out	willingly	in	their	numbers	to	support	David	in	his	
quest	 to	 rule	 over	 all	 of	 Israel.	 This	 response	 from	 the	
people	was	not	organized	or	orchestrated	by	David	or	any	
of	his	men.	God	stirred	up	the	hearts	of	the	people	at	the	
appropriate	 time,	 and	 the	 people	 responded	 by	 giving	
themselves	willingly	to	support	David.	

Within	a	short	time,	a	great	host	like	the	host	of	God	was	
raised	to	strengthen	the	hands	of	David.	These	men	came	
out	to	support	David	not	because	they	were	expecting	any	
gains	or	benefit	 from	David.	They	came	out	not	because	
they	were	expecting	to	be	paid	for	supporting	David,	but	
they	came	out	in	their	numbers	because	they	realized	in	
their	hearts	that	the	time	has	come	for	David	to	be	made	
king	over	all	of	Israel.	

The	Lord	shall	make	his	people	willing	 in	 the	day	of	his	
power.	 “Thy	 people	 shall	 be	 willing	 in	 the	 day	 of	 thy	
power,	in	the	beauties	of	holiness	from	the	womb	of	the	
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morning:	thou	hast	the	dew	of	thy	youth”	(Psalm	110:3).	
The	same	verse	is	translated	in	the	Message	Bible	as	“Your	
people	will	FREELY	JOIN	YOU,	resplendent	in	holy	armour	
on	 the	 great	 day	of	 your	 conquest,	 join	 you	 at	 the	 fresh	
break	of	day,	 join	you	with	all	 the	vigour	of	youth”.	This	
translation	brings	it	out	so	beautifully.	In	these	end	time	
God's	people	will	freely	offer	themselves,	they	will	freely	
join	 themselves	 with	 the	 Lord	 on	 the	 great	 day	 of	 his	
conquest,	they	will	join	him	at	the	fresh	break	of	the	day,	
first	thing	in	the	morning	they	will	offer	themselves	to	the	
Lord	before	anything	else.	They	will	join	themselves	to	the	
Lord's	army	with	all	 the	vigour	of	 their	youth.	They	will	
seek	the	Lord	with	all	their	heart	and	all	their	might.

This	 is	 the	day	of	God's	power.	 “The	LORD	said	unto	my	
Lord,	sit	thou	at	my	right	hand,	until	I	make	thine	enemies	
thy	footstool.	The	LORD	shall	send	the	rod	of	thy	strength	
out	of	Zion:	rule	thou	in	the	midst	of	thine	enemies”.	The	
enemies	of	the	Lord	will	be	brought	down;	the	Lord	will	
send	forth	the	rod	of	thy	strength	out	of	Zion.	This	rod	that	
shall	come	out	of	Zion	is	a	people	that	will	rise	up	in	total	
submission	to	do	the	will	of	the	Lord.	They	shall	come	with	
a	willing	spirit.	They	shall	be	willing	and	obedient,	and	they	
shall	eat	 the	good	of	 the	 land	(Isaiah	 I:19).	Upon	mount	
Zion	shall	be	deliverance,	and	there	shall	be	holiness;	and	
the	house	of	Jacob	shall	possess	their	possessions….	And	
saviours	shall	come	up	on	mount	Zion	to	judge	the	mount	of	
Esau;	and	the	kingdom	shall	be	the	LORD's	(Obadiah	1:17,	
21).
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The	Children	of	Issachar	understood	the	times

“And	of	 the	children	of	 Issachar,	which	were	
men	that	had	understanding	of	the	times,	to	
know	what	 Israel	 ought	 to	 do;	 the	 heads	 of	
them	 were	 two	 hundred;	 and	 all	 their	
brethren	 were	 at	 their	 commandment”	
(1Chronicles	12:32).	

The	 sons	 of	 Issachar	 acted	 like	 the	 compass	 for	David's	
men.	They	were	the	eyes	of	the	people.	They	understood	
the	times.	They	were	able	to	discern	the	times	and	to	know	
what	 Israel	ought	to	do.	They	played	a	major	role	 in	the	
restoration	of	David	as	king	over	all	of	Israel.	There	was	a	
sudden	 realization	 across	 all	 of	 Israel	 that	 the	 time	 has	
come	to	make	David	king	over	all	of	Israel.	They	sounded	
the	alarm	and	gave	the	signal	that	it	was	time	to	make	David	
king	over	all	of	Israel.	

The	entire	army	was	at	the	command	of	the	sons	of	Issachar	
because	they	knew	the	times;	they	knew	the	signs	of	the	
times.	They	knew	the	mind	of	God,	they	could	tell	when	it	is	
time	to	move	and	when	it	is	time	not	to	move.	They	knew	
what	 Israel	 ought	 to	 do.	 The	 Sons	 of	 Issachar	were	 the	
watchmen	over	Israel.		The	ability	to	discern	the	times	is	so	
crucial	 for	 the	 church	 today.	 The	 church	 cannot	walk	 in	
total	victory	without	appropriate	discernment.	We	need	to	
appropriately	discern	the	times.	

The	Lord	will	give	us	light	and	we	will	not	walk	in	the	dark	
“Ye	are	all	the	children	of	light,	and	the	children	of	the	
day;	 we	 are	 not	 of	 the	 night,	 nor	 of	 darkness”	
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(1Thessalonians	5:5).	It	is	for	this	reason	that	we	must	not	
sleep	as	others	do,	but	we	must	watch	and	be	sober	(v6).….	
“But	 let	 us,	who	are	of	 the	day,	 be	 sober,	 putting	on	 the	
breastplate	of	faith	and	love;	and	for	a	helmet,	the	hope	of	
salvation”	(v8).

God	will	 raise	men	and	women	who	will	 truly	know	the	
heart	of	the	Lord	and	walk	in	sync	with	the	will	of	the	Lord	
always.	“Wherefore	he	saith,	awake	thou	that	sleepest,	
and	arise	from	the	dead,	and	Christ	shall	give	thee	light.	
See	then	that	ye	walk	circumspectly,	not	as	fools,	but	as	
wise,	 redeeming	 the	 time,	 because	 the	 days	 are	 evil.	
Wherefore	be	ye	not	unwise	but	understanding	what	the	
will	of	the	lord	is.	And	be	not	drunk	with	wine,	wherein	in	
excess;	but	be	filled	with	the	spirit”	(Ephesians	5:14-18).

“Knowing	the	time,	that	now	it	is	high	time	to	awake	out	
of	sleep:	for	now,	is	our	salvation	nearer	than	when	we	
believed.	The	night	is	far	spent,	the	day	is	at	hand:	let	us	
therefore	cast	off	the	works	of	darkness	and	let	us	put	on	
the	 armour	 of	 light”	 (Romans	 13:11-12).	 We	 need	 to	
discern	the	times.	Jesus	addressed	the	Pharisees	and	the	
Sadducees	when	 they	 came	 to	 tempt	 him	 asking	 him	 to	
show	them	a	sign	from	heaven,	Jesus	said	unto	them	you	
hypocrites,	 ye	 can	 discern	 the	 face	 of	 the	 sky;	 but	 you	
cannot	discern	the	signs	of	the	times	-Mathew	16:1-3.	We	
as	children	of	God	should	not	be	ignorant	of	the	times	and	
seasons,	because	we	are	not	in	darkness,	we	are	children	of	
the	light,	and	children	of	the	day:	we	are	not	of	the	night,	
nor	of	 darkness	 so	 that	day	 should	not	happen	 to	us	or	
overtake	us	as	a	thief	in	the	night	-1Thessalonians	5:1-5.	
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They	kept	their	Ranks

“Of	 Zebulum,	 such	 as	 went	 forth	 to	 battle,	
expert	in	war,	with	all	instruments	of	war,	fifty	
thousand,	which	could	keep	rank:	 they	were	
not	of	double	heart”	(1Chronicles	12:33).	

Despite	 the	 fact	 that	 these	men	were	veterans	and	well-
equipped	warriors,	they	were	men	who	have	learnt	to	keep	
their	ranks.	They	were	unswervingly	and	staunchly	loyal,	
they	worked	in	harmony	with	the	rest	of	the	troops,	and	
they	 aligned,	 brought	 themselves	 in	 line	 with	 and	
submitted	themselves	to	Christ	and	his	the	body.	This	is	an	
uncommon,	but	necessary	quality	in	spiritual	warfare.	We	
cannot	afford	to	break	ranks	in	spiritual	warfare.

As	 soldiers	 of	 Christ	 our	 relationship	must	 be	 pure	 and	
genuine.	 We	 must	 walk	 in	 love,	 protect	 and	 cover	 one	
another's	back.	Submitting	ourselves	one	to	another	in	the	
fear	of	God.	We	must	resist	the	devil,	submit	to	God,	purify	
our	hearts,	cleanse	our	hands,	and	speak	not	evil	one	of	
another.	We	need	to	humble	ourselves	in	the	sight	of	the	
Lord,	and	he	shall	lift	us	up	-James	4:7-11.

“They	 shall	 run	 like	mighty	men;	 they	 shall	
climb	the	wall	like	men	of	war;	and	they	shall	
march	everyone	on	his	ways,	and	 they	shall	
not	break	their	ranks:	neither	shall	one	thrust	
another;	they	shall	walk	everyone	in	his	path:	
and	when	they	fall	upon	the	edge	of	the	sword,	
they	shall	not	be	wounded”		(Joel	2:7-8).	

THE	PATH	TO	FULLNESS

86



God	is	raising	a	mighty	army	in	these	last	days	that	will	run	
and	charge	like	invaders;	nothing	will	stop	them,	they	will	
climb	barricades.	Each	soldier	in	this	great	army	will	be	so	
disciplined	and	determined.	None	of	them	will	break	ranks.	

These	men	and	women	will	take	orders	from	Christ	alone	
who	is	the	Captain	of	our	salvation;	they	will	do	nothing	of	
their	own	thing.	These	men	and	women	will	not	get	in	each	
other's	way	or	be	threatened	by	each	other	as	they	minister.	
There	will	be	no	need	for	competition	among	them	as	each	
man	knows	his	job	and	does	it.	There	will	be	neither	strife	
nor	envying	among	them,	for	where	there	is	envying	and	
strife	there	is	confusion	and	every	evil	work.	These	men	
will	be	undaunted,	fearless,	unwavering,	fiercely	holy,	and	
transparent	in	their	relationships	with	one	another.	

God	is	raising	men	and	women	who	will	be	like	minded,	
who	have	the	same	love	for	one	another,	men	who	are	in	
one	accord,	and	of	one	mind.	Nothing	shall	be	done	through	
strife	 or	 vainglory;	 but	 in	 lowliness	 of	 mind	 each	 shall	
esteem	others	better	them	themselves	-Philippians	2:3-4.	
These	men	and	women	will	not	push	their	way	to	the	front	
nor	will	they	fight	their	way	there;	they	will	not	sweet-talk	
their	way	to	the	top.	They	will	put	aside	themselves	and	
help	others	to	get	ahead.	They	will	not	be	obsessed	with	
getting	their	own	advantage.	They	will	forget	themselves	
long	enough	to	lend	a	helping	hand	to	others.	The	servant	of	
the	Lord	must	not	strife;	but	be	gentle	unto	all	men,	apt	to	
teach,	and	patient	-2Timothy	2:24.	
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They	came	with	a	Perfect	Heart	to	make	David	King

“All	 these	men	of	war,	 that	could	keep	rank,	
came	with	a	perfect	heart	to	Hebron,	to	make	
David	king	over	all	of	Israel:	and	all	the	rest	of	
Israel	were	of	one	heart	to	make	David	king”	
(1Chronicles	12:38).

In	order	to	bring	David	into	fullness	by	making	him	king	
over	 all	 of	 Israel,	 it	was	 necessary	 that	 all	 the	men	 that	
worked	with	him	and	supported	him	should	not	only	keep	
rank,	but	 they	should	come	with	a	sincere	and	a	perfect	
heart.	All	the	soldiers	that	came	to	David	at	Hebron	were	
prepared	and	ready	to	fight	if	necessary;	they	were	united	
and	determined	to	make	David	King	over	all	of	Israel.	They	
had	no	hidden	agenda,	no	ulterior	motive	 in	 supporting	
David	to	be	king.

Seeing	that	we	have	this	ministry,	and	God	has	shown	us	
mercy	we	will	not	faint.	The	servants	of	God	must	renounce	
all	hidden	things	of	dishonesty,	not	walking	in	craftiness,	
nor	 handling	 the	 word	 of	 God	 deceitfully;	 but	 by	
manifestation	of	the	truth	commending	ourselves	to	every	
man's	conscience	in	the	sight	of	God.	There	are	men	of	God	
today	 in	 the	ministry	who	are	walking	 in	 craftiness	 and	
handling	the	word	of	God	deceitfully.	They	do	not	come	to	
ministry	with	a	perfect	and	sincere	heart.	

There	 is	 no	 way	 we	 can	 come	 into	 fullness	 unless	 we	
renounce	all	hidden	works	of	dishonesty	and	tear	off	the	
masks	on	our	faces.	Servants	of	God	must	repent	and	desist	
from	all	manners	of	maneuvers	and	manipulations	behind	
the	scenes,	 twisting	of	God's	word	 to	suit	 their	personal	
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purposes.	We	must	come	with	a	sincere	and	perfect	heart,	
with	 an	 open	 and	 transparent	 life.	We	must	 cast	 off	 all	
works	of	darkness	and	put	on	the	armour	of	light.	We	all	
must	walk	honestly,	as	in	the	day,	not	in	chambering	and	
wantonness,	not	in	strife	and	envying.	But	we	must	put	on	
the	Lord	Jesus	and	be	totally	covered	with	him,	so	that	he	
alone	 will	 be	 seen	 and	 not	 us.	 We	 must	 not	 make	 any	
provision	for	the	flesh	to	fulfill	the	lusts	thereof.

We	cannot	see	the	full	manifestation	of	the	power	of	God	in	
our	 lives,	we	 cannot	walk	 in	 the	 fullness	 of	 the	 feast	 of	
tabernacles,	we	cannot	press	into	the	holy	of	holies	unless	
we	truly	die	to	self.	There	is	so	much	talk	and	preaching	
about	dying	to	self,	but	we	do	not	see	the	life.	We	talk	about	
the	 Day	 of	 Atonement	 and	 the	 Alter	 of	 Incense	 as	 the	
experience	we	must	all	go	through	before	we	can	enter	into	
fullness,	but	we	do	not	see	the	brokenness	in	our	individual	
lives.	We	do	not	see	Christ	in	us.We	still	see	brethren	speak	
evil	one	of	another,	walking	in	strife,	divisions,	unforgiving	
spirit	and	sectarianisms	among	us.	We	need	to	cleanse	our	
hands	and	purify	our	hearts.	We	need	to	humble	ourselves	
before	God,	and	draw	nigh	to	Him	if	we	must	press	into	a	
ministry	from	the	Holy	of	Holies.

They	were	all	of	One	Heart

“….	And	all	the	rest	also	of	Israel	were	of	one	
heart	to	make	David	King”	(1Chronicle	12:38).

The	unity	of	the	body	of	Christ	is	crucial.	All	Israel	was	of	
one	heart	to	make	David	King	over	all	of	Israel.	

We	must	with	all	lowliness	and	meekness,	with	patience	
89
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forbear	one	another	in	love;	endeavoring	and	labouring	to	
keep	the	unity	of	the	spirit	in	the	bond	of	peace.	There	is	
one	body,	and	one	spirit,	even	as	ye	are	called	in	one	hope	of	
your	calling;	One	Lord,	one	faith,	one	baptism,	One	God	and	
Father	of	all,	who	is	above	all,	and	through	all,	and	in	you	all	
-Ephesians	4:1-6.

Thy	 watchmen	 shall	 lift	 up	 the	 voice;	 with	 the	 voice	
together	shall	they	sing:	for	they	shall	see	eye	to	eye,	when	
the	LORD	shall	bring	again	Zion	-Isaiah	58:8.	The	servants	
of	the	Lord	shall	lift	up	their	voices	beyond	the	man-made	
divisions	in	the	church	today,	with	that	voice	they	shall	sing	
together	 because	 the	 Lord	will	 put	 a	 new	 song	 in	 their	
hearts.	It's	a	song	of	hope;	it's	a	song	of	deliverance	because	
the	Lord	will	establish	our	feet	as	we	look	up	to	Him.	The	
servants	of	the	Lord	will	see	eye	to	eye	as	the	Lord	restores	
Zion	in	these	last	days.	We	may	not	agree	on	every	single	
doctrinal	detail,	but	our	hearts	can	be	one.	We	can	see	eye	
to	eye	because	it	is	all	about	Christ,	it	is	not	about	us,	it	is	not	
about	our	denomination,	and	it	is	not	about	our	gifts.	It	is	all	
about	Christ.

We	must	surrender	all	to	Him	as	servants	of	God.	We	must	
come	to	a	point	individually	when	we	count	all	the	things	
that	are	considered	gain	to	us	personally	as	loss	for	the	sake	
of	Christ,	ALL	things	including	our	gifts	and	calling	as	loss	
for	 the	 excellency	 of	 the	 knowledge	 of	 Christ	 Jesus	 our	
Lord,	we	must	 suffer	 the	 loss	of	 all	 things	and	do	 count	
them	as	dung	that	we	may	WIN	CHRIST,	and	be	found	in	
Him	(not	in	our	denominations	or	ministries),	not	having	
our	own	righteousness,	which	is	of	the	law,	but	that	which	
is	through	faith	of	Christ,	the	righteousness	which	is	of	God	
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by	 faith:	 that	we	may	 know	Him,	 and	 the	 power	 of	 His	
resurrection,	 and	 the	 fellowship	 of	His	 sufferings,	 being	
made	conformable	unto	his	death	-Philippians	3:7-10.

Until	we	are	ready	to	walk	down	this	path,	it	will	be	difficult	
to	come	to	the	point	where	we	minister	as	one	man	and	
with	one	heart.	Until	we	are	ready	to	die	to	ourselves,	give	
up	 our	 accomplishments,	 our	 fame	 and	 popularity,	 our	
gifts,	etc.	We	need	to	know	Him	afresh	and	be	acquainted	
with	the	fellowship	of	his	suffering.	There	is	a	fellowship	of	
his	suffering	that	we	don't	like	talking	about	these	days.	It	is	
the	 fellowship	 in	dying	 to	self,	 in	denying	and	depriving	
ourselves	so	 that	Christ	alone	will	be	seen	 in	us.	“Verily	
verily	I	say	unto	you,	except	a	corn	of	wheat	fall	into	the	
ground	and	die,	it	abideth	alone:	but	if	it	dies,	it	bringeth	
forth	much	fruit.	He	that	loveth	his	life	shall	lose	it;	and	
he	 that	hateth	his	 life	 in	 this	world	shall	keep	 it	unto	
eternal	 life”	 (John	 12:24-25).	 This	 is	 the	 only	 path	 to	
fullness.	 No	matter	 how	 hard	we	 try	 to	 sidetrack	 these	
truths.	 God's	word	 cannot	 change.	 If	we	must	 get	 God's	
result,	we	must	align	 to	God's	method	and	God's	way	of	
doing	things.	We	cannot	use	the	devil's	method	and	ways	
and	expect	to	get	God's	result.	This	is	impossible.

"But	 in	 the	 last	 days	 it	 shall	 come	 to	 pass,	 that	 the	
mountain	of	the	house	of	the	LORD	shall	be	established	
in	the	top	of	the	mountains,	and	it	shall	be	exalted	above	
the	hills;	and	 the	people	 shall	 flow	unto	 it.	And	many	
nations	shall	come,	and	say,	Come,	and	let	us	go	up	to	the	
mountain	of	 the	LORD,	and	to	the	house	of	 the	God	of	
Jacob;	and	he	will	teach	us	his	ways,	and	we	will	walk	in	
his	paths:	for	the	law	shall	go	forth	of	Zion,	and	the	word	
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of	 the	 LORD	 from	 Jerusalem”	 (Micah	 4:1-2).	 All	 other	
mountains	and	hills	must	give	way	for	the	mountain	of	the	
house	of	the	Lord.	It	shall	be	exalted	above	all	other	hills	
and	all	the	people	shall	flow	into	it.	The	little	little	hills	and	
the	 mountains	 are	 the	 sectarian	 and	 denominational	
spirits	 that	 have	 divided	 us	 into	 factions.	 The	 Lord	 God	
Almighty	will	move	by	the	power	of	His	spirit	in	these	last	
days	and	he	will	pull	down	these	artificial	and	man-made	
walls	that	have	divided	us.	These	walls	will	crumble.	It	shall	
be	a	city	without	walls.
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	God	is	Raising	an	Army

hrough	 out	 the	 history	 of	 God's	 dealing	 with	Thumanity,	every	time	the	people	of	God	fail	to	obey	
his	 commandment	 and	 walk	 according	 to	 His	

counsel,	darkness	covers	the	land.	The	people	are	carried	
away	in	captivity,	assaulted,	tormented,	ravaged,	and	put	in	
bondage	by	the	enemy.	The	people	then	cry	unto	God	in	
their	bondage	and	pain	and	God	raises	a	deliverer	to	set	the	
people	free	from	their	bondage.	Usually,	 it	 is	some	small	
group	 of	 concerned	 individuals	 or	 individuals	 who	 set	
themselves	apart	to	cry	unto	the	Lord	for	deliverance	on	
behalf	of	the	rest	of	the	people.	In	every	generation	there	is	
always	a	remnant,	a	seed	that	shall	serve	him	and	become	
one	with	him.

No	matter	how	bad	the	situations,	no	matter	the	extent	of	
darkness	 covering	 the	 land	 God	 through	 his	 sovereign	
power	and	majesty	will	always	raise	a	people	who	will	walk	
in	 his	 light.	 “For,	 behold,	 the	 darkness	 shall	 cover	 the	
earth,	and	gross	darkness	the	people:	but	the	Lord	shall	
arise	 upon	 thee,	 and	 his	 glory	 shall	 be	 seen	 in	
thee”(Isaiah	60:2).	A	people	shall	arise	and	shine	because	
their	light	is	come,	and	the	glory	of	the	Lord	is	risen	upon	
them,	they	will	step	into	the	fullness	of	Christ.	They	will	
walk	 in	 the	Light	 as	he	 is	 in	 the	Light,	 and	walk	 in	 true	
fellowship	 with	 one	 another,	 and	 sin	 shall	 not	 have	
dominion	over	them.

The	Quest	For	Fullness
THE	CASE	OF	GIDEON6CHAPTER
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Though	Samuel	was	but	a	young	lad,	he	stepped	forward	
and	God	used	him	 to	 reverse	 the	darkness	 in	 the	 land-I	
Samuel	3.	At	the	time	that	Samuel	came	on	the	scene	there	
were	 no	 open	 visions	 in	 the	 land,	 the	 older	 ministries	
represented	 in	Eli	 have	had	 their	 eyes	 and	 their	 visions	
blurred	and	distracted,	the	bearing	of	the	entire	nation	of	
Israel	 was	 lost,	 and	 the	 vision	 diluted.	 The	 light	 in	 the	
temple	was	dimmed	severely	and	was	almost	going	out.	
“And	the	child	Samuel	ministered	unto	the	Lord	before	Eli.	
And	the	word	of	the	LORD	was	precious	(scarce)	in	those	
days;	there	were	no	open	vision.	And	it	came	to	pass	at	that	
time,	when	Eli	was	laid	down	in	his	place,	his	eyes	began	to	
wax	dim,	that	he	could	not	see;	And	ere	the	lamp	of	God	
went	out	in	the	temple	of	the	Lord,	where	the	ark	of	God	
was,	and	Samuel	was	 laid	down	 to	sleep;	 that	 the	LORD	
called	Samuel:	and	he	answered,	Here	am	I.”	(1	Samuel	1-4).

The	house	of	the	Lord	that	ought	to	be	the	place	of	prayers	
have	been	turned	in	to	a	den	of	robbers,	a	place	of	buying	
and	 selling	 where	 money	 is	 the	 only	 language	 that	 is	
understood.	“And	said	unto	 them	that	sold	doves,	 take	
these	things	hence;	make	not	my	father's	housea	house	
of	merchandise”(John	 2:16).	 God	 in	 his	mercies	 raised	
“the	little	child	Samuel”	to	restore	hope	and	dignity	back	to	
the	house.	God	is	surely	raising	a	Samuel	today	to	recover	
the	church	from	the	apostasy	that	has	taken	overtaken	it.	
The	interesting	thing	about	Samuel	was	that	he	was	young;	
he	was	but	only	a	child.	He	was	so	green	that	he	did	could	
not	pick	out	God's	voice	until	about	the	third	time	he	heard	
the	 voice	 of	 the	 Lord.	 What	 God	 is	 looking	 for	 is	 not	
sophistication	but	sincerity,	not	elaborate	settings,	but	an	
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atmosphere	of	prayer,	worship,	humility	and	simplicity.	

Gideon's	Quest	for	Fullness
Gideon	was	another	young	fellow	who	stepped	out	at	an	
extremely	precarious	time	in	Israel.	Again,	the	children	of	
Israel	 did	 evil	 in	 the	 sight	 of	 the	 Lord:	 and	 the	 Lord	
delivered	them	into	the	hands	of	Midianites	seven	years	-
Judges	6:1.	It	was	so	bad	that	the	children	of	Israel	had	to	
hide	 in	 dens	 and	 caves	 to	 escape	 the	 oppression	 of	 the	
Midianites	and	the	Amalekites.	Israel	was	in	bondage	and	
greatly	 impoverished	because	of	 the	Midianites.	Then	 in	
verse	7,	“it	came	to	pass,	when	the	children	of	Israel	cried	to	
the	 Lord	because	 of	 the	Midianites,	 that	 the	 Lord	heard	
them….”	He	sent	them	a	Gideon.	

Gideon	was	a	very	young	man;	he	had	no	special	training	of	
any	 sort,	 he	 too	 was	 green.	 Gideon	 was	 not	 a	 complex	
individual,	he	had	no	sophistication	of	any	sort,	but	he	had	
a	burdened	heart.	He	was	burdened	by	 the	plight	of	his	
people;	he	was	concerned	that	something	had	gone	wrong	
and	 he	 felt	 there	 could	 be	 a	 change.	 He	 had	 serious	
agitations	in	his	heart	as	to	why	things	should	get	this	bad	
for	the	people	of	God.	He	had	read	in	the	books	how	God	
miraculously	delivered	the	nation	of	Israel	from	Egypt,	and	
all	that	the	Lord	did	in	Israel.	But	he	could	not	reconcile	
what	 he	 read	 in	 the	 scriptures	 with	 what	 he	 was	
experiencing.	Hear	his	reply	to	the	angel	that	appeared	to	
him	“and	Gideon	said	unto	him,	oh	my	Lord,	if	the	Lord	be	
with	us,	why	then	is	all	this	befallen	us?	Where	are	all	the	
miracles	which	our	fathers	told	us	of,	saying,	did	not	the	
Lord	 bring	 us	 up	 from	 Egypt?	 But	 now	 the	 Lord	 has	
forsaken	 us	 and	 delivered	 us	 into	 the	 hands	 of	 the	
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Midianites”.	(Judges	6	:	13).

Gideon	 struggled	 with	 agitations	 and	 questions	 in	 his	
heart.	He	felt	forsaken	by	God,	he	was	not	sure	he	was	the	
right	person	for	the	job,	He	needed	to	be	convinced	further	
that	God	actually	spoke	to	him;	he	felt	he	did	not	have	the	
right	kind	of	background.	The	list	is	endlessly,	but	the	Lord	
was	sure	that	Gideon	was	the	right	person	for	the	job	–	the	
angel	of	the	Lord	described	him	as	the	mighty	man	of	valor,	
but	Gideon	saw	himself	differently“.	Wherewith	shall	I	save	
Israel?	Behold	my	family	is	poor	in	Manasseh,	and	I	am	the	
least	 in	my	father's	house”	verse	15.	God	was	 looking	at	
something	very	different	in	Gideon,	God	saw	his	heart	not	
his	physical	setting,	and	He	was	 looking	at	Gideon's	zeal	
and	 the	 burning	 compassion	 in	 his	 heart	 not	 his	
sophistication.	That	was	what	qualified	Gideon	for	the	job,	
not	his	background	or	how	polished	or	he	was.

Today,	God	is	in	the	process	of	raising	the	Gideons	of	our	
time	who	will	make	a	difference	in	the	lives	of	His	people.	
The	 people	 are	 in	 bondage	 to	 the	 enemy;	 the	 church	 is	
divided	 and	 fragmented	 along	 doctrinal	 lines.	 We	 have	
majored	on	the	minor	and	minored	as	it	were,	on	the	major.	
We	are	just	like	the	church	in	Sardis,	we	have	a	name	that	
we	are	alive,	but	we	are	dead	spiritually.	We	look	rich	in	the	
physical,	 but	we	are	poor	 in	 the	 things	of	 the	 spirit.	We	
pride	ourselves	in	the	great	number	of	souls	that	attend	our	
meetings	and	our	churches	while	in	actual	fact	“the	vine	is	
dried	up,	and	the	fig	tree	languisheth;	the	pomegranate	
tree,	the	palm	tree	also,	and	the	apple	tree,	even	all	the	
trees	of	the	field,	are	withered:	because	joy	is	withered	
away	from	the	sons	of	men”	(Joel	1:12).
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May	be	like	Gideon	you	are	not	satisfied	with	the	goings	on	
in	 your	 church	 or	 fellowship,	 somehow	 there	 is	 a	 deep	
yearning	in	your	heart	for	more	than	what	is	being	offered	
in	your	church	or	fellowship.	There	is	a	lot	of	crowd	around	
you;	there	is	a	lot	of	activities	going	on	all	around	you,	you	
try	to	get	involved	as	much	as	possible	but	somehow	there	
is	that	deep	part	of	you	that	still	yearns	for	more.	You	are	
not	able	to	put	your	finger	on	it,	but	you	know	there	is	a	
hollow	 deep	 inside,	 there	 is	 a	 deep	 hunger	 inside	 that	
cannot	 be	 satisfied	 by	 mere	 church	 activity.	 You	 know	
inside	of	you	in	spite	of	all	that	is	going	on,	the	church	is	not	
where	it	ought	to	be,	you	can	see	the	glaring	inconsistencies	
daily	in	the	church,	your	heart	is	agitated	like	the	Gideon	of	
the	 Bible,	 you	 know	 that	 something	 must	 happen.	 God	
must	 visit	 his	 house	 once	 more,	 the	 glory	 must	 return,	
Ichabod	must	be	 removed	 from	 the	 church.	Deep	 inside	
your	heart	you	are	not	satisfied	with	your	walk	with	God;	
you	know	your	fellowship	with	God	can	be	better.	I	wonder	
whether	you	have	feelings	like	the	ones	I	just	described;	if	
you	do,	you	might	just	be	the	Gideon	that	will	make	all	the	
difference	in	our	day.

Gideon	took	up	the	Challenge	of	facing	the“Gut	Issue”
Like	 Gideon,	 you	 may	 be	 looking	 down	 on	 yourself,	
thinking	that	you	do	not	have	what	it	takes,	but	I	want	you	
to	know	that	God	is	doing	a	new	thing.	He	is	raising	an	end	
time	army,	and	he	is	doing	a	deep	work	in	all	those	who	are	
seeking	him	with	all	their	heart.	God	can	transform	your	
weakness	into	a	great	strength;	your	liabilities	can	become	
your	greatest	asset	as	you	open	up	your	life	to	God	without	
any	reservation.
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The	first	thing	that	marked	Gideon	out	was	that	he	never	
tried	to	pretend	or	try	to	impress	God.	He	came	to	God	just	
as	 he	 was,	 he	 came	 with	 his	 fears,	 his	 doubts,	 his	
weaknesses	and	God	accepted	him	as	he	was.	We	live	in	the	
day	 of	 great	 pretenses;	 most	 church	 people	 today	 are	
wearing	a	facade.	Most	people	around	are	not	real.	They	are	
what	I	call	plastic	personalities.	But	God	is	looking	for	men	
and	women	who	will	come	to	him	just	as	they	are.	We	must	
come	 to	 Him	 with	 a	 willing	 heart,	 a	 sincere	 heart.	 The	
scripture	says	that	a	contrite	and	a	broken	spirit	God	will	
not	despise	but	God	will	resist	the	proud.	We	must	own	up,	
we	must	open	up	if	God	must	enlist	us	in	His	end	time	army.

The	 second	 thing	 Gideon	 did	 was	 that	 he	 took	 up	 the	
challenge	to	destroy	the	idol	behind	his	father's	house.	It	
was	God	that	pointed	his	attention	to	the	idol	behind	his	
father's	house	-Judges	6:25-26.	He	lived	in	that	house	as	a	
child,	he	grew	up	in	that	compound	but	somehow,	the	idols	
behind	his	father's	house	never	caught	his	attention,	but	
when	the	time	came	for	God	to	use	Gideon	his	attention	
suddenly	was	drawn	to	those	idols.	The	instructions	that	
God	gave	 to	him	were	very	clear.	God	said	 to	him	throw	
down	the	altar	of	Baal	and	build	a	new	altar	unto	the	Lord.	
As	God	begins	to	arrest	his	servants	in	these	last	days,	he	
will	open	their	eyes	to	see	certain	things	in	their	lives	and	
ministries	that	must	be	thrown	down.	

The	altar	of	Baal	behind	Gideon's	father's	house	can	mean	a	
lot	of	things	to	different	people.	Whatever	this	might	mean	
in	your	life,	the	time	for	it	to	be	thrown	down	has	come	and	
God	Almighty	will	give	you	the	grace	to	bring	those	things	
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down,	 they	 must	 be	 thrown	 down,	 otherwise	 they	 will	
hinder	your	move	in	this	new	day	of	God's	power.	As	we	
humbly	come	before	God	and	open	up	our	lives	to	Him,	He	
will	show	us	the	“Altar	of	Baal”	in	our	lives	that	must	go.	
Gideon	had	to	settle	the	problem	within	before	he	stepped	
out	to	settle	the	problem	without.	So,	we	all	also	must	deal	
with	every	besetting	sin	in	our	lives,	every	unholy	desire,	
every	seed	of	pride	etc.	in	our	lives.

When	Gideon	took	up	the	challenge	to	destroy	the	altar	of	
Baal,	he	knew	it	was	a	risky	business,	his	life	could	go	for	it,	
but	he	knew	he	had	to	do	it	because	he	was	already	assured	
of	God's	presence.	He	did	the	job	at	night.	It	doesn't	really	
matter	before	whom,	or	 the	 location	where	you	 face	 the	
reality	of	the	failures	in	your	life,	the	most	important	thing	
is	that	you	must	face	those	realities;	you	must	like	Jacob	
face	the	reality	at	some	point.	Jacob	ran	from	pillar	to	post	
for	many	 years,	 he	 tried	 to	 use	wisdom	 to	 buy	 over	 his	
brother	 Esau,	 but	 it	 would	 not	 work.	 He	 labored	 and	
worked	very	hard	in	ministry	and	even	succeeded	but	still	
he	 needed	 to	 face	 the	 gut	 issue,	 he	 needed	 to	 be	
transformed,	 he	 needed	 to	 open	 up	 to	 his	 brother,	 he	
needed	to	stand	alone	with	God,	emptied	of	all	things	he	
had	 so	 that	 he	 could	 receive	 the	 touch	 of	 his	 life	 that	
eventually	changed	his	name	from	Jacob	to	Israel.	For	most	
of	us	we	need	that	second	touch,	we	need	a	second	touch	so	
our	vision	can	be	sharper;	we	need	a	second	touch	so	our	
lives	can	yield	more	fruits.

Gideon	did	not	face	the	Challenge	Alone
The	other	thing	Gideon	did	that	is	worthy	of	mention	when	
he	was	about	to	face	the	challenge	of	bringing	down	the	
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altar	of	Baal	can	be	found	in	verse	27.	“Then	Gideon	took	
ten	men	of	his	servants	and	did	as	the	Lord	had	said	unto	
him….”	(Judges	6:27).	Gideon	did	not	go	alone;	he	shared	
the	burden	in	his	heart	with	some	very	close	people	around	
him.	They	were	ten	in	number,	and	ten	signifies	trial	and	
testing.	The	 ten	commandments	given	 to	Moses	was	 the	
source	of	the	greatest	trial	for	him.	Daniel	said	“prove	thy	
servants,	 I	 beseech	 thee,	 ten	 days;	 and	 let	 them	 give	 us	
pulse	to	eat,	and	water	to	drink	-Daniel	1:12,	……	“and	ye	
shall	have	tribulation	ten	days:	be	thou	faithful	unto	death,	
and	I	will	give	thee	a	crown	of	life”	(Revelation	2:10).	

It	was	indeed	a	time	of	very	serious	trial	for	Gideon,	but	he	
faced	his	trial	with	the	support	of	his	close	servants.	He	had	
people	 around	 him	 with	 whom	 he	 is	 in	 covenant	
relationship.	These	are	friends	who	will	not	betray	him	in	
the	midst	of	the	greatest	challenge	of	his	life.	These	ten	men	
who	went	with	him	in	the	middle	of	the	night	to	carry	out	
the	 assignment	 were	 trusted	 friends.	 Can	 we	 find	 such	
trusted	friends	in	the	house	today?	Maybe	you	have	been	
deeply	wounded	in	your	walk	with	the	Lord	by	a	friend	or	
brother	 you	 trusted,	 maybe	 you	 have	 been	 betrayed	 by	
someone	you	thought	was	close	to	you.	God	is	able	to	heal	
those	wounds.	As	we	serve	the	Lord	faithfully,	he	will	bring	
around	us	trusted	men	who	will	stand	with	us	in	the	day	
when	we	fight	our	enemies	“Thy	people	shall	be	willing	in	
the	day	of	thy	power	….”	(Psalm	110:	3).

God	brought	ten	faithful	men	around	Gideon	in	his	deepest	
moment	of	challenge;	God	brought	300	men	around	David	
during	 one	 of	 the	 toughest	 periods	 of	 his	 life.	 The	men	
stood	with	David	to	the	very	last,	they	kept	faith	with	David.	
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There	was	mutual	commitment	between	David	and	the	300	
men.	 It	 was	 not	 a	master-servant	 relationship.	 It	 was	 a	
covenant	relationship.	David's	300	men	risked	their	lives	
by	 breaking	 through	 the	 ranks	 of	 the	 enemy	 to	 fetch	
drinking	water	for	their	 leader,	David.	He	knew	that	this	
was	unparalleled	commitment	and	devotion	coming	from	
his	men,	instead	of	drinking	the	water	David	poured	out	the	
water	 unto	 the	 Lord.	 This	 is	 what	 I	 call	 reciprocal	
commitment.	David	was	irrevocably	committed	to	his	men	
just	as	his	men	were	to	him.	I	believe	God	is	raising	bands	of	
believers	 across	 the	 globe	 that	 will	 be	 irrevocably	
committed	to	one	another	in	true	fellowship	and	prayers.	
Not	 men	 competing	 with	 one	 another	 but	 men	
complementing	 one	 another.	 Men	 who	 truly	 provide	
spiritual	cover	for	one	another.	God	is	raising	an	army	that	
is	strong	and	set	in	battle	array,	they	shall	run	like	mighty	
men;	they	shall	climb	walls	like	men	of	war;	and	they	shall	
march	everyone	in	his	ways,	and	they	shall	not	break	their	
ranks:	 neither	 shall	 one	 thrust	 another;	 they	 shall	walk	
every	man	in	his	path;	and	when	they	shall	fall	upon	the	
sword,	they	shall	not	be	wounded	(Joel	2:7-8).

God	Defended	Gideon
If	we	obey	God	and	do	his	bidding	no	matter	what	God	will	
defend	us.	He	will	fight	for	us.	The	name	of	the	God	of	Jacob	
will	defend	us,	 and	he	will	 send	us	help	 from	out	of	his	
sanctuary.	The	men	of	the	city	arose	early	in	the	morning,	
…and	they	said	to	one	another,	who	hath	done	this	thing?	
And	the	men	of	the	city	said	bring	out	Gideon	that	he	may	
die	-Judges	6:28-30.	They	wanted	Gideon	dead	or	alive,	but	
God	stood	with	him.	Gideon's	father	who	had	to	idea	why	
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Gideon	did	what	he	did	also	stood	by	Gideon,	he	defended	
Gideon.	Verse	31	“And	Joash	(Gideon's	father)	said	unto	all	
that	stood	against	him,	will	you	plead	for	Baal?	Will	you	
save	him?	He	that	will	plead	for	him	let	him	be	put	to	death	
whilst	 it	 is	yet	morning:	 if	he	be	a	god,	 let	him	plead	for	
himself,	 because	 one	 hath	 cast	 down	 his	 altar”.	When	 a	
man's	way	pleases	the	Lord,	he	maketh	even	his	enemies	to	
be	at	peace	with	him.	

If	 we	 stand	 in	 the	 place	 of	 prayer	 and	 obedience	 long	
enough,	 all	 those	 who	 fight	 us	 because	 they	 do	 not	
understand	 why	 we	 took	 the	 position	 we	 took	 will	
eventually	come	around	to	understand.	We	do	not	need	to	
fight	back	when	the	whole	city	rises	against	us	because	we	
seek	to	do	the	will	of	him	who	sent	us.	He	who	sent	us	will	
fight	 for	 us,	 he	 will	 defend	 us,	 and	 he	 will	 make	 them	
understand	 in	 His	 own	 way	 and	 in	 His	 own	 time.	
Sometimes,	attack	on	our	person	by	fellow	believers	can	be	
very	painful	just	because	they	are	not	seeing	what	you	are	
seeing,	and	you	may	be	tempted	to	fight	back.	God	will	fight	
for	you;	the	name	of	the	God	of	Jacob	will	defend	you.	We	
must	never	fight	back;	let	God	do	the	fighting	for	us.	The	
battle	is	His;	all	we	need	do	is	stand	still	and	behold	the	
salvation	of	the	Lord.	Just	as	God	protected	Gideon	from	the	
hands	of	an	angry	mob,	He	will	protect	us	at	all	times	as	
long	as	we	stand	in	the	place	of	obedience	and	prayers.

Gideon's	Army
Suddenly,	the	people	got	their	confidence	back;	they	came	
out	from	their	caves	and	dens	where	they	have	been	hiding	
for	fear	of	the	Midianites.	Gideon	has	ignited	a	spark	of	light	
in	 the	 midst	 of	 darkness	 of.	 The	 people	 finally	 found	 a	
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leader	that	restored	a	measure	of	confidence	back	to	them.	
They	came	out	in	large	numbers	as	volunteers	for	once	to	
join	Gideon's	army.	Many	of	them	did	not	quite	understand	
what	joining	Gideon's	army	was	all	about,	but	they	came	
out	all	the	same.	

They	came	out	in	large	numbers	basking	in	the	euphoria	of	
a	new	move,	a	new	found	freedom,	a	new	message,	a	new	
leader.	What	happened	with	the	large	numbers	that	turned	
out	in	the	Gideon's	day	is	pretty	much	like	the	euphoria,	
and	the	large	numbers	that	are	turning	up	in	our	churches	
and	in	our	meetings	today.	It	is	all	about	the	fun	of	a	new	
day,	a	new	kind	of	worship,	it's	all	about	the	excitement.	
And	we	thank	God	for	the	excitement	and	all	the	fun	and	all	
the	 large	numbers	 turning	out	 today,	but	we	need	more	
than	just	excitement	to	deal	with	the	enemy	in	these	last	
days.	We	need	men	and	women	who	rooted	and	grounded	
in	Him	will	not	turn	back	in	the	day	of	battle	out	of	fear.

Gideon	had	32,000	men	who	volunteered	to	join	his	army.	
What	 an	 impressive	 response	 on	 the	 part	 of	 the	 people	
given	their	background.	The	response	was	good,	but	it	was	
a	mixed	crowd,	and	it	can	never	serve	God's	purpose.	Today,	
we	thank	God	for	the	crowd,	but	we	must	understand	that	it	
is	not	about	crowds,	it	was	never	about	crowds,	and	it	will	
never	 be	 about	 crowds.	 The	 emphasis	 today	 is	 on	 the	
numbers,	but	we	must	learn	that	it	is	not	about	numbers.	
David	made	 the	mistake	of	his	 life	when	he	allowed	 the	
devil	to	move	him	to	number	Israel	-I	Chronicles	21:1.	He	
wanted	to	number	Israel	for	selfish	reasons;	he	wanted	to	
boost	his	personal	ego	by	the	numbers.	In	all	of	the	dealing	
of	God	with	Israel,	numbers	were	never	the	issue,	but	David	
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made	it	an	issue	and	paid	dearly	for	it.	Church	leaders	today	
have	 given	 up	 depth	 for	 expansion,	 commitment	 for	
numbers,	 and	 focus	 for	 spread.	 The	 result	 is	 a	 mixed	
multitude	 that	 is	 going	 around	 in	 circles	 rather	 than	
moving	forward.

While	 Gideon	was	 busy	mobilizing	 the	 people,	 God	was	
busy	demobilizing	the	people.	“And	the	Lord	said	to	Gideon,	
the	people	that	are	with	thee	are	too	many	for	me	to	give	the	
Midianites	 into	 their	hands,	 lest	 Israel	vaunt	 themselves	
against	me,	 saying,	mine	own	hand	hath	saved	me.	Now	
therefore	go	to,	proclaim	in	the	ears	of	the	people,	saying,	
whosoever	is	fearful	and	afraid,	let	him	return	and	depart	
early	from	mount	Gilead,	and	there	returned	of	the	people	
twenty	 and	 two	 thousand;	 and	 there	 remained	 ten	
thousand”	-Judges	7:2-3.	Some	of	our	mega	churches	along	
with	their	mega	leaders	may	need	to	consider	demobilizing	
in	order	to	move	forward.	This	may	not	sound	politically	
correct	going	by	the	mood	of	today's	church,	but	the	truth	
must	be	said.	Our	emphasis	must	change	if	we	must	move	
on	with	God	in	these	last	days.
	
Fear	drove	the	people	back
It	is	worthy	of	note	that	twenty-two	thousand	people	went	
back	 because	 they	 were	 fearful	 and	 afraid.	 Fear	 is	 our	
biggest	enemy	and	we	must	deal	with	it.	Fear	has	torment;	
fear	is	of	the	devil.	Three	quarters	of	all	those	in	the	house	
of	God	today	are	bound	by	one	form	of	fear	or	the	other.	The	
enemy	is	using	fear	to	cripple	our	lives;	we	are	not	able	to	
move	forward	in	the	things	of	God	because	of	fear,	we	are	
unable	to	declare	our	stand	for	Jesus	on	account	of	fear.	The	
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hearts	of	many	are	failing	them	because	of	fear.	

The	 big	 economies	 of	 the	 world	 are	 now	 shaky;	 world	
peace	 is	 seriously	 being	 threatened	 like	 never	 before.	
Terrorism	 has	 become	 a	 global	 threat.	 The	 cold	 war	
appears	to	be	back	in	full	 force.	The	threats	of	a	nuclear	
holocaust	appear	to	be	looming.	Peace	in	the	Middle	East	is	
seriously	under	threat	with	the	unending	civil	war	in	Syria	
and	 the	 use	 of	 banned	 chemical	 weapons	 by	 the	 Assad	
regime.	 Russia	 is	 increasingly	 recalcitrant,	 thereby	
escalating	the	possibility	of	a	clash	of	world	powers.	The	
list	is	endless.	There	is	palpable	fear	all	around	the	world.	
Individual	 nations	 of	 the	world	 are	 battling	with	 severe	
internal	problems	that	the	leaders	are	finding	very	difficult	
to	deal	with.		

As	 declared	 by	 the	 scriptures	 we	 are	 living	 in	 perilous	
times,	but	we	must	declare	that	we	have	not	been	given	the	
spirit	of	fear	again	unto	bondage.	“But	when	you	shall	hear	
of	wars	and	commotions,	be	not	terrified:	for	these	things	
must	 first	 come	 to	 pass;	 but	 the	 end	 is	 not	 by	 and	 by.	
“Nations	 shall	 rise	 against	 nations,	 and	 kingdom	
against	 kingdom,	 and	 great	 earthquakes	 shall	 be	 in	
diverse	places,	and	famines,	and	pestilences;	and	fearful	
sights	and	great	signs	shall	there	be	from	heaven….	And	
ye	shall	be	betrayed	both	by	parents,	and	brethren,	and	
kinfolks,	and	friends;	and	some	of	you	shall	they	cause	to	
be	put	to	death,	and	ye	shall	be	hated	of	all	men	for	my	
name's	sake,	but	 there	shall	not	an	hair	of	your	head	
perish.	In	your	patience	possess	ye	your	souls	(Luke	21:	
9-11,	16-19).
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God	can	set	you	free	from	your	fears.	In	whatever	form	fear	
may	be	manifesting	in	your	life	God	is	able	to	deliver	you	
completely	from	the	spirit	of	fear.	Is	it	fear	of	death,	fear	of	
the	unknown,	fears	about	what	may	happen	to	your	family	
or	your	business?	God	is	able	to	set	you	free	from	fear	“For	
God	has	not	given	us	the	spirit	of	fear;	but	of	power,	and	
of	love,	and	of	a	sound	mind”	(2Timothy	1:7).

The	last	Trial

“And	the	Lord	said	to	Gideon,	the	people	are	yet	
too	many;	bring	them	down	unto	the	water,	
and	I	will	try	them	for	thee	there:	and	it	shall	
be,	that	of	whom	I	say	unto	thee,	this	shall	go	
with	thee,	the	same	shall	go	with	thee;	and	of	
whomsoever	I	say	unto	thee,	this	shall	not	go	
with	thee,	the	same	shall	not	go.	So	he	brought	
down	the	people	unto	the	water:	and	the	Lord	
said	unto	Gideon,	Every	one	 that	 lappeth	of	
the	water	with	his	tongue,	as	a	dog	lappeth,	
him	shall	thou	set	by	himself;	likewise	every	
one	that	boweth	down	upon	his	knees	to	drink.	
And	 the	 numbers	 of	 them	 that	 lappeth,	
putting	their	hand	to	their	mouth,	were	three	
hundred	men:	 but	 all	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 people	
bowed	down	upon	their	knees	to	drink	water.	
And	 the	 Lord	 said	 to	 Gideon,	 by	 the	 three	
hundred	men	that	lappeth	will	I	save	you	and	
deliver	 the	 Midianites	 into	 thine	 hand...”	
(Judges	7:4-7).

There	are	a	number	of	lessons	we	must	learn	from	this	last	
trial	of	Gideon's	men.	The	medium	of	trial	was	water.	Why	
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water?	Water	speaks	of	the	word	of	God.“That	he	might	
sanctify	and	cleanse	it	with	the	washing	of	water	by	the	
word”	 (Ephesians	 5:26).	 Psalm	 105:19	 has	 this	 to	 say	
about	Joseph	“Until	the	time	that	his	word	came:	the	word	
of	the	Lord	tried	him”	Joseph	had	a	dream,	that	dream	was	
the	 word	 of	 the	 Lord	 to	 him.	 That	 dream	 marked	 the	
beginning	of	the	long	trial	that	he	had	to	put	up	with,	but	he	
held	on	to	the	word	of	the	Lord	not	minding	the	trials,	and	
God	 vindicated	 him	 at	 the	 end.	 Persecution	 will	 always	
arise	on	account	of	the	word.	

The	 sower	 soweth	 the	 word…….,	 “but	 when	 they	 have	
heard	the	word,	Satan	cometh	immediately,	and	taketh	
away	the	word	that	was	sown	in	their	heart.	And	these	
likewise	which	are	 sown	on	stony	ground;	who,	when	
they	 heard	 the	 word,	 immediately	 receive	 it	 with	
gladness;	and	have	no	root	in	themselves,	and	so	endure	
but	for	a	time:	afterward,	when	persecution	ariseth	for	
the	word's	sake,	immediately	they	are	offended.”	(Mark	
4:14-17).	 Every	word,	 every	 vision,	 every	 dream,	 every	
counsel	given	to	us	by	God	will	be	tried	by	the	devil,	but	we	
must	hold	fast	to	the	word	knowing	full	well	in	our	hearts	
that	faithful	is	he	that	has	promised,	he	will	surely	bring	his	
word	to	pass	in	our	lives.

There	 are	 many	 faithful	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 who	 have	
become	weary	because	the	words	of	the	Lord	appear	not	to	
be	 coming	 true	 in	 their	 lives.	 It	 looks	 like	 the	night	will	
never	end;	it	looks	like	we	have	had	more	than	our	own	fair	
share	of	troubles.	Like	Gideon,	we	ask	over	and	over	again	
“if	God	be	for	us	why	are	we	having	all	these	troubles”.	Our	
expectations	 may	 appear	 to	 be	 cut	 off,	 and	 our	 hopes	
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delayed;	and	this	has	made	our	soul	tired	and	wearied.	I	
have	news	for	you.	The	Lord	is	about	to	turn	again	your	
captivity,	as	the	streams	in	the	south,	you	cannot	afford	to	
give	up	now,	your	salvation	is	nearer	now	than	when	you	
first	believed.	

“They	 that	sow	 in	 tears	shall	 reap	 in	 joy.	He	
that	 goeth	 forth	 and	 weepeth,	 bearing	
precious	 seed,	 shall	 doubtless	 come	 again	
with	rejoicing,	bringing	his	sheaves	with	him”	
(Psalm	126:5-6).	

All	we	need	is	patience,	we	must	patiently	hold	on	to	the	
promise	 –	 knowing	 this,	 that	 the	 trying	 of	 your	 faith	
worketh	patience,	but	let	patience	have	her	perfect	work,	
that	ye	may	be	perfect	and	entire,	wanting	nothing	(James	1	
vs	2-4).	After	you	have	done	the	will	of	God	you	have	need	of	
patience	that	you	might	obtain	the	promise.

Our	Commitment	must	be	Total
The	second	major	lesson	emanating	from	the	last	trial	of	
Gideon's	army	 is	 the	separation.	There	was	a	separation	
between	those	who	lapped	the	water	putting	their	hands	to	
their	mouth	(three	hundred)	and	those	who	bowed	down	
upon	their	knees	to	drink	water.	There	must	be	something	
very	important	to	God	in	the	mode	of	separation	used	here.	
Those	who	lapped	water	putting	their	hands	to	their	mouth	
and	 those	 who	 bowed	 down	 on	 their	 knees	 to	 drink.	
Looking	at	these	two	postures	from	a	natural	standpoint,	
those	who	bowed	down	on	their	knees	to	drink	are	more	
likely	to	be	disadvantaged	in	case	of	a	sudden	attack	by	the	
enemy	as	opposed	to	those	who	lapped	the	water	putting	
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their	hands	to	the	mouth.	The	implication	of	kneeling	and	
bowing	 down	 before	 drinking	 is	 to	 be	 totally	 and	
completely	absorbed	and	taken	over	by	their	thirst.	They	
were	helpless	in	this	situation.	A	man	on	his	knees	is	totally	
subdued.	These	men	were	 subdued	by	 their	 thirst;	 they	
were	subdued	by	their	appetite,	and	for	this	reason	they	
lost	out.	The	message	here	is	that	our	priority	in	life	can	
separate	 us	 from	 entering	 in	 to	 the	 fullness	 of	 God's	
purpose	for	our	lives.	But	wait	a	minute;	one	can	argue	that	
satisfying	 our	 thirst	 is	 a	 legitimate	 thing.	 What	 can	 be	
wrong	 in	 our	 satisfying	 our	 thirst	 like	 these	 soldiers	
attempted	to	do?	But	this	is	exactly	where	the	dividing	line	
rests.	The	real	issue	is,	in	satisfying	our	legitimate	desires,	
how	do	we	go	about	it?	Do	our	own	desires,	our	family,	and	
our	 properties	 obsess	 us?	 Are	 the	 things	 of	 this	 world	
controlling	 us?	 Are	 our	 jobs	more	 important	 to	 us	 than	
Christ?	Are	we	putting	our	families	before	the	Lord?	The	
God	we	are	serving	is	a	jealous	God.	We	shall	have	no	other	
gods	beside	him.	If	we	must	move	in	to	the	fullness	of	God's	
plan	in	these	last	days,	our	commitment	to	Him	must	be	
total.	 We	 must	 seek	 first	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God	 and	 His	
righteousness	and	then	all	other	things	will	be	added	to	us.		

When	our	Hearts	are	overwhelmed
The	Lord	said	unto	Gideon	in	Judges	7:	9	“…	Arise;	get	the	
down	unto	 the	 host;	 for	 I	 have	 delivered	 it	 into	 thine	
hand”.	The	battle	for	the	soul	of	Israel	is	about	to	begin,	
preparation	has	been	made,	the	soldiers	going	into	battle	
have	been	selected,	the	instruction	from	the	Lord	is	clear	–	I	
have	delivered	the	enemy	into	your	hand.
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God	encouraged	Gideon	one	more	 time.	There	were	still	
some	elements	of	fear	in	Gideon's	heart	–	“But	if	thou	fear	
to	go	down,	go	thou	with	Phurah	thy	servant	down	to	the	
host:	and	thou	shalt	hear	what	they	say;	and	afterward	
shall	thine	hand	be	strengthened	to	go	down	unto	the	
host…”	(Judges	1:10-11).	Despite	all	the	preparations	that	
Gideon	and	his	300	men	had	already,	they	still	had	some	
hidden	fears,	and	God	saw	that	fear.	It	isn't	that	Gideon	did	
not	believe	the	word	of	the	Lord	that	He	will	deliver	the	
enemy	into	their	hands,	but	the	sheer	number	of	the	enemy	
compared	to	the	paltry	300	men	with	him	was	intimidating	
to	Gideon	–	“And	the	Midianites	and	the	Amalekites	and	
all	 the	children	of	the	east	 lay	along	in	the	valley	 like	
grasshoppers	 for	 multitude:	 and	 their	 camels	 were	
without	 number,	 as	 the	 sand	 by	 the	 seaside	 for	
multitude”	(Judges	7:12).	

The	vastness	of	the	enemy	and	the	enormity	of	the	problem	
that	 we	 are	 sometimes	 faced	 with	 can	 be	 intimidating.	
What	can	300	men	do	in	the	face	of	multitudes	of	enemy’s	
soldiers?	It	was	necessary	for	God	to	reassure	Gideon	again	
by	 causing	him	 to	 eavesdrop	on	 the	 conversation	of	 the	
enemy	on	a	dream	that	one	of	them	had.	The	dream	and	the	
interpretation	 of	 the	 dream	 gave	 assurance	 of	 Gideon's	
victory	 over	 the	 enemy.	 Sometimes,	 with	 all	 the	 best	
intentions,	 our	 hearts	 become	 overwhelmed	 by	 the	
intensity	and	magnitude	of	 the	problems	and	situations,	
that	we	face.	There	are	problems	in	life	that	are	daunting,	
there	are	situations	that	we	face	that	are	bewildering,	and	
sometimes	we	wonder	within	ourselves	whether	God	can	
really	deliver	us.	 In	one	of	 those	 tough	situations,	David	
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cried	unto	the	Lord	“From	the	end	of	the	earth	will	I	cry	
unto	thee,	when	my	heart	is	overwhelmed:	lead	me	to	
the	rock	that	is	higher	than	I”	(Psalm	61:2).	When	we	go	
through	such	experiences,	God	is	nearby	to	encourage	us.	
He	sees	our	heart,	He	is	touched	with	the	feelings	of	our	
inf irmity, 	 and	 He	 understands	 that 	 we	 need	
encouragement.	He	sends	the	Holy	Spirit	to	comfort	us	at	
such	times.	He	comforts	us	in	our	afflictions	and	in	turn,	we	
are	able	to	comfort	others	in	their	afflictions.	At	such	times,	
we	need	to	look	at	the	rock	that	is	higher	than	us,	looking	
unto	Jesus	the	author	and	finisher	of	our	faith.

The	Final	Battle

“And	it	was	so,	when	Gideon	heard	the	telling	
of	the	dream,	and	the	interpretation	thereof,	
that	 he	 worshipped,	 and	 returned	 into	 the	
host	of	Israel,	and	said,	arise;	for	the	Lord	hath	
delivered	into	your	hand	the	host	of	Midian.	
And	 he	 divided	 the	 three	 hundred	men	 into	
three	companies,	and	put	a	trumpet	in	every	
man's	hand,	with	empty	pitchers,	and	lamps	
within	the	pitchers”	(Judges	7:15-16).

First,	it	is	very	significant	that	Gideon	divided	the	men	into	
three	companies.	Three	stands	for	completeness,	it	stands	
for	 fullness	–	God	the	Father,	God	the	Son,	God	the	Holy	
Ghost;	Passover,	Pentecost,	and	Tabernacles;	Outer	Court,	
Holy	Place,	and	the	Holiest	of	All.	God's	army	shall	manifest	
prophetically	 in	 three	 companies	 in	 these	 last	 days.	
Meaning	that	they	will	be	complete;	they	shall	be	complete	
in	HIM.	No	devil	shall	succeed	in	accusing	them.	The	fact	
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that	they	are	 in	three	companies'	means	that	God	in	His	
own	way	will	raise	men	and	women	in	these	last	days	that	
will	 stand	 perfect	 and	 complete	 in	 all	 the	 will	 of	 God	 -
Colosians	4	:12.	For	in	Christ	dwelleth	all	the	fullness	of	the	
Godhead	bodily,	and	we	are	complete	in	Him,	who	is	the	
head	of	all	principalities	and	power	-Collosians	2:	9-10.

The	second	point	to	note	was	that	Gideon	put	a	Trumpet	in	
the	 hands	 of	 each	 of	 the	 three	 hundred	men	with	 him.	
Trumpet	represents	a	message.	God	will	give	each	of	us	a	
message	 of	 our	 own.	 God's	 end	 time	 army	 will	 have	 a	
trumpet	in	their	mouth	and	in	their	hands,	they	will	have	a	
message	 borne	 out	 of	 personal	 revelation,	 and	 not	 a	
message	 received	 from	 man,	 or	 taught	 by	 man.	 God's	
servant	in	these	last	days	will	be	original,	they	will	not	do	it	
because	others	are	doing	it,	or	because	it	is	the	in	thing	to	
do,	they	will	do	it	because	God	said	to	them	to	do	it.	Many	
servants	of	the	Lord	today	have	abandoned	the	fountain	of	
life	 and	 they	 have	 gone	 ahead	 to	 hewn	 for	 themselves	
cisterns	 that	 cannot	 hold	water.	 Second	hand	 revelation	
will	not	do,	we	have	to	go	out	to	get	the	oil	from	the	source	
and	not	try	to	take	from	the	virgins	who	took	out	time	to	
have	extra	oil	in	their	vessels.

The	 third	point	 I	need	 to	make	here	 is	 that	Gideon	gave	
them	a	pitcher	each	containing	lamps	within.	The	pitcher	
representing	the	flesh	must	be	broken	so	that	the	lamp	can	
shine.	Our	flesh	represents	the	veil	 that	must	be	torn	so	
that	 we	 can	 enter	 into	 the	 holiest	 of	 all,	 into	 the	 one	
hundred-fold	realm	of	ministry.	The	altar	of	incense,	which	
is	 the	 last	 piece	 of	 furniture	 in	 the	 holy	 place	 in	 the	
tabernacle,	 represents	 the	death	 to	self-message.	This	 is	
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the	place	where	we	must	die	to	self.	It	is	the	place	where	the	
grain	of	the	corn	must	fall	to	the	ground	and	die.	This	is	the	
point	where	many	servants	of	God	get	to	and	fail	but	by	His	
grace,	God	Almighty	will	raise	men	and	women	in	these	last	
days	that	will	cross	the	veil	of	the	flesh.	They	will	truly	be	
crucified	to	the	world	and	the	world	to	them.	They	must	
decrease	so	that	Christ	may	increase.	It	is	not	about	us	any	
more,	it	is	about	HIM.	

We	must	lay	down	our	gifts,	our	ministry,	our	churches,	our	
past,	our	present,	our	successes,	and	our	 failures	on	the	
altar.	We	must	labour	to	be	found	in	HIM,	not	having	our	
own	righteousness,	our	own	ministry.	We	must	be	ready	
like	Paul	to	suffer	the	loss	of	all	things	and	count	them,	but	
dung	for	the	excellency	of	the	knowledge	of	Christ	Jesus	our	
Lord	 -Philippians	 3:8-9.	 It	 is	 in	 giving	 them	 up	 that	we	
actually	 keep	 them.	 So	 many	 Ministers	 today	 will	 do	
everything	to	hold	on	to	their	congregation,	they	will	hold	
on	to	the	men	and	women	under	them	and	even	threaten	
them	with	a	curse	if	they	dare	to	leave.	Everything	must	
revolve	 around	 them.	 They	 are	 the	 presidents	 and	 the	
founders	of	the	ministry,	so	everything	must	originate	from	
and	revolve	around	them.	They	hire	and	fire;	they	are	the	
be-it-all	and	end-it-all.	But	God's	work	is	not	our	personal	
property,	it	is	not	a	family	business,	it	is	not	about	us,	it	is	all	
about	JESUS.	It	is	about	the	SWORD	OF	THE	LORD	FIRST	
AND	FOREMOST	BEFORE	THE	SWORD	OF	GIDEON.
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hat	should	be	our	attitude	when	things	go	badly	Wwrong?	Many	times,	we	do	our	best	to	ensure	
that	things	do	not	go	wrong.	We	have	the	best	of	

intentions,	we	work	very	hard	and	also	do	our	best	to	listen	
to	God	and	to	obey	his	instructions,	we	have	faith	and	we	
never	 expect	 things	 to	 go	wrong	 but	 they	 do	 go	wrong	
sometimes.	What	should	be	our	attitude	when	things	go	
wrong.	Is	there	something	that	God	is	trying	to	get	across	to	
us	when	things	go	wrong?	Could	God	be	trying	to	get	our	
attention	by	allowing	things	to	go	wrong?	What	should	be	
our	attitude	and	our	disposition	when	things	go	wrong?

David's	Burden	to	Bring	the	Ark	of	God	Back
Shortly	 after	 David	 was	 made	 king	 over	 all	 of	 Israel	 in	
Hebron	-1Chronicles	12:38-39,	he	had	a	burden	in	his	heart	
to	bring	the	ark	of	God	back	to	Israel.	This	was	shortly	after	
one	of	the	greatest	moments	in	his	life.	It	was	a	moment	of	
great	personal	 achievement	 for	him	and	 the	peak	of	 his	
experience	as	a	 servant	of	 the	Lord.	The	whole	of	 Israel	
stood	with	him	with	one	heart	to	make	David	king	over	all	
of	Israel.	There	was	great	rejoicing	and	great	feasting	in	the	
whole	of	Israel	after	this	happened.

And	David	said	unto	all	the	congregation	of	Israel	“let	us	
bring	again	the	ark	of	our	God	to	us:	for	we	inquired	not	
at	it	in	the	days	of	Saul.	And	all	the	congregation	said	
that	they	would	do	so:	for	the	thing	was	right	in	the	eyes	
of	 all	 the	 people”	 (1Chronicles	 13:3-4).	 This	 vision	 of	
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David	 could	 not	 have	 been	 any	more	 accurate.	 It	 was	 a	
timely	vision	and	a	timely	burden	from	the	Lord.	The	ark	
signifies	the	presence	of	the	Lord.	The	ark	gives	direction	
and	assurance	to	the	people.	From	the	time	of	Saul	Israel	
had	lost	that	direction	and	leading	from	the	Lord	but	David	
knew	that	this	situation	had	to	change.	No	doubt	the	timing	
of	David's	vision	was	perfect,	and	it	resonated	well	with	the	
people.	There	was	perfect	agreement	among	the	rank	and	
file	of	the	people	on	the	need	to	bring	back	the	ark.	David	
had	the	onerous	task	to	lead	the	people	in	this	important	
but	extremely	delicate	spiritual	assignment,	and	he	did	not	
shy	away	from	it.

David	Consulted	widely
The	 first	 step	 that	 David	 took	 was	 to	 consult	 with	 the	
leaders	of	the	people	at	every	level.	“And	David	consulted	
with	the	captains	of	thousands	and	hundreds,	and	with	
EVERY	LEADER”	(1Chronicles13:1).	David	showed	great	
leadership	here.	He	did	not	take	the	people	for	granted.	He	
did	 not	 consider	 himself	 to	 know	 it	 all	 as	 the	 king.	 He	
recognized	the	place	of	the	body,	he	remembered	that	this	
were	the	people	who	risked	their	lives	and	stood	by	him	
when	 he	was	 seeking	 to	 become	 king	 over	 all	 of	 Israel.	
David	consulted	with	every	leader,	he	consulted	with	the	
captains	of	the	hundreds	and	the	captains	of	the	thousands.	
He	knew	that	everybody	was	important.	Everybody	had	a	
place	in	God's	plan	and	agenda.	He	was	not	biased	against	
any	of	the	leaders.	He	did	not	look	down	on	the	captains	of	
the	 hundreds	 because	 they	 were	 just	 captains	 over	
hundreds.	 He	 respected	 and	 recognized	 the	 position	 of	
everyone	in	the	fulfillment	of	this	great	vision	of	bringing	
back	the	ark.
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“And	David	said	unto	all	the	congregation	of	Israel	,	if	it	
seem	good	unto	you,	and	that	it	be	of	the	Lord	our	God,	
let	us	send	abroad	unto	our	brethren	everywhere,	that	
are	left	in	all	the	land	of	Israel,	and	with	them	also	to	the	
priests	and	Levites	which	are	in	their	cities	and	suburbs,	
that	they	may	gather	themselves	unto	us”(1	Chronicles	
13:2).	David	was	determined	not	to	leave	anyone	out	in	this	
great	work	of	bringing	back	the	ark.	He	had	a	heart	large	
enough	for	everyone.	He	wanted	messages	sent	abroad	to	
brethren	 everywhere,	 including	 brethren	 that	 were	 left	
behind	in	the	land	of	Israel	who	did	not	come	out	to	lend	
helping	hand	to	David	when	he	was	seeking	to	become	king	
over	 Israel.	This	kind	of	magnanimity	 is	unprecedented.	
David	exemplified	here	what	true	leadership	is	all	about.	
He	did	not	hold	it	against	the	brethren	who	decided	to	stay	
back	when	he	needed	them	the	most.	He	forgave	them,	he	
did	not	hold	 it	 against	 them.	May	God	 raise	 leaders	 like	
these	among	us	today,	Leaders	with	such	large	hearts	to	
forgive	and	forget	when	it	is	convenient	and	when	it	is	not.

David	consulted	with	the	Priests	and	Levites
David	also	requested	that	the	Priests	and	Levites	which	are	
in	 their	 cities	 (denominations)	and	suburbs	 (ministries)	
should	 be	 invited	 as	well.	 These	men	 in	 their	 'religious	
order'	 should	 not	 be	 excluded,	 they	 should	 be	 given	 a	
chance	to	be	a	part	of	this	great	work.	Many	of	us	today	have	
fallen	below	David's	standard.	We	tend	to	be	proud	and	we	
look	 down	 on	 each	 other,	 and	 on	 those	 outside	 our	
immediate	 fellowship	 or	 church.	 David	 extended	 the	
invitation	to	all.	
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Whether	we	like	it	or	not	we	need	to	recognize	that	there	is	
a	 revival	 gradually	 sweeping	 through	 the	 established	
orthodox	 churches	 as	we	want	 to	 call	 them.	 Things	 are	
changing	very	rapidly	in	the	orthodox	churches.	More	and	
more	of	the	priests	with	their	collars	are	getting	filled	with	
the	Holy	Ghost	and	are	returning	to	the	true	word.	Men	and	
women	in	that	order	are	seeking	God	with	tears	and	with	
humility	 and	many	 are	 finding	 help	 right	 there	 in	 their	
settings.	 Many	 of	 them	 are	 organizing	 all	 night	 prayer	
meetings,	 deliverance	 and	 healing	 meetings	 for	 their	
members	and	God	 is	 reaching	out	 to	 them.	God	 is	not	 a	
respecter	of	persons.	The	irony	of	it	all	is	that	the	orthodox	
churches	 are	 breaking	 lose	 from	 their	 ecclesiastical	
trappings	 and	 they	 are	 opening	 up	 to	 God,	 while	 the	
Pentecostal	churches	on	the	other	hand	are	getting	more	
and	more	 engrossed	 in	 those	 same	 trappings.	 God	 have	
mercy!

David	acted	promptly	with	Zeal	and	Enthusiasm	but	
Missed	a	Vital	Point
David	was	open	and	transparent	in	all	his	dealings	with	the	
people.	He	acted	promptly	and	did	not	delay.	Once	it	was	
clear	that	this	was	a	dealing	from	the	Lord,	and	he	had	the	
concurrence	 of	 the	 people,	 David	 acted	 immediately.	
Sometimes	we	need	to	act	swiftly	to	obey	the	Lord	once	He	
has	spoken	to	us.	David	had	a	burning	zeal	to	carry	out	the	
mind	of	the	Lord.	He	had	a	lot	of	enthusiasm	to	get	the	job	
done.	He	set	the	ball	rolling	immediately	by	gathering	all	
Israel	together	from	Shihor	of	Egypt	even	unto	the	entering	
of	Hemath,	to	bring	the	ark	of	God	from	Kirjathjearim.	“He	
went	immediately	went	up,	and	all	Israel,	to	Baalah,	that	is,	
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to	 Kirjathjearim,	 which	 belonged	 to	 Judah,	 to	 bring	 up	
thence	the	ark	of	God	the	LORD,	that	dwelleth	between	the	
cherubims,	whose	name	is	called	on	it.	And	they	carried	the	
ark	in	a	NEW	CART	out	of	the	house	of	Abinadab:	and	Uzza	
and	Ahio	drave	the	cart”-1Chronicles	13:5-7.	They	carried	
the	ark	of	God	out	of	the	house	of	Abinadab	in	a	NEW	CART.

In	the	midst	of	David's	zeal,	he	missed	a	vital	point.	Though	
his	intensions	were	good,	and	he	was	enthusiastic	about	
doing	 the	will	 of	 the	 LORD,	 he	missed	 a	 very	 important	
spiritual	 principle.	 It	 looks	 simple	 but	 it	 was	 a	 very	
profound	 mistake	 that	 David	 made.	 He	 became	 excited	
about	the	bigger	picture	of	bringing	back	the	ark	of	God	and	
he	forgot	the	details	in	bringing	back	the	ark	of	God.	The	ark	
of	God	was	not	to	be	carried	in	a	NEW	CART,	that	was	never	
part	of	God's	plan.	It	was	the	philistine's	who	introduced	
the	idea	of	a	new	cart	when	they	didn't	know	what	to	do	
with	the	ark	of	God	and	they	wanted	to	get	rid	of	it.	“Then	
David	 said,	 none	 ought	 to	 carry	 the	 ark	 of	 God	 but	 the	
Levites:	for	them	hath	the	LORD	chosen	to	carry	the	ark	of	
God,	and	to	minister	unto	him	for	ever	-1Chronicles	15:2.	
The	ark	of	God	was	meant	to	be	carried	on	the	shoulders	of	
men	not	on	a	new	cart.

The	 idea	 of	 a	 new	 cart	 used	 in	 carrying	 the	 ark	 was	
borrowed	from	the	philistines.	The	new	cart	represents	the	
ideas	and	systems	of	the	world,	it	represents	new	methods,	
it	represents	man's	resourcefulness	devoid	of	the	leading	
of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 The	 new	 cart	 represents	 our	 well-
organized	 structure	 and	 systems.	 No	 matter	 how	 well	
organized	our	operations	and	structures	may	be,	 if	 they	
lack	 the	 presence	 and	 anointing	 of	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 it	
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remains	 empty	 and	 lacks	 the	 power	 to	 transform	 lives.	
What	the	church	needs	today	is	not	a	new	cart	as	it	were,	
but	men	and	women	who	are	truly	broken	and	anointed	by	
the	Holy	Ghost.

The	Oxen	Stumbled
The	fact	that	David	missed	this	vital	point	was	not	evident	
until	something	went	wrong.	“David	and	all	Israel	played	
before	God	with	all	their	might,	and	with	singing	and	with	
harps,	 and	with	 psalteries,	 and	with	 timbrels,	 and	with	
cymbals,	and	with	trumpets.	And	when	they	came	unto	the	
threshing	floor	of	Chidon,	Uzza	put	forth	his	hand	to	hold	
the	ark;	FOR	THE	OXEN	STUMBLED”	-1Chronicles	13:8-9.	
David	was	at	his	best,	he	and	all	Israel	played	and	danced	
with	 all	 their	 might	 before	 God	 as	 the	 ark	 was	 being	
brought	back	in	a	new	cart	and	then	the	oxen	stumbled.	It	
was	a	special	day	for	David	and	all	Israel.	Everything	would	
have	ended	well	had	the	oxen	not	stumbled.	David	started	
very	well.	He	had	an	overriding	desire	to	bring	the	ark	of	
God	back	to	Israel.	He	took	steps	to	achieve	this	goal	and	he	
did	a	lot	of	things	right	UNTIL	SOMETHING	WENT	WRONG.	
Everything	changed	for	David	when	the	oxen	stumbled.

It	was	when	the	oxen	stumbled	that	Uzza	put	forth	his	hand	
to	hold	the	ark.	Uzza	means	strength,	the	strength	of	man.	
David	put	Uzza	and	Ahio	to	be	the	drivers	of	the	new	cart	
that	 carried	 the	 ark	 because	 inherently	 he	 believed	 in	
himself.	It	was	very	subtle,	but	David	believed	in	his	own	
ability	 to	 see	 the	process	 through.	Uzza	would	not	 have	
needed	to	support	the	ark	if	the	oxen	did	not	stumble.	It	
was	the	stumbling	of	the	oxen	that	revealed	the	inherent	
problem	in	David	and	his	plans.	God	allowed	the	oxen	to	
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stumble	so	that	what	was	in	David's	heart	that	may	not	be	
known	to	David	himself	would	be	revealed.	Sometimes	God	
allows	things	to	go	wrong	so	that	he	can	reveal	to	us	what	is	
in	our	hearts.

“And	the	anger	of	 the	Lord	was	kindled	against	Uzza,	
and	he	smote	him,	because	he	put	his	hand	to	the	ark:	
and	 there	 he	 died	 before	 the	 God.	 And	 David	 was	
displeased,	because	the	LORD	had	made	a	breach	upon	
Uzza:	wherefore	 that	place	 is	 called	Perezuzza	 to	 this	
day.	And	David	was	afraid	of	God	that	day,	saying,	how	
shall	I	bring	the	ark	of	God	home	to	me”	(1Chronicles	
13:10	–	12).	Why	did	God	allow	 things	 to	 go	wrong	 for	
David	the	king	in	such	a	dramatic	way	and	in	the	open	view	
of	everyone?	Why	didn't	God	deal	with	David	quietly	in	the	
background	 without	 making	 it	 such	 a	 public	 spectacle?	
Couldn't	God	have	cautioned	David	privately?	

The	whole	thing	amounted	to	a	public	disgrace	of	the	king	
in	 the	 full	 glare	 of	 everyone.	Why	would	God	do	 this	 to	
David,	the	man	after	his	own	heart.	After	all	David	had	very	
good	 intensions	 in	 wanting	 to	 bring	 back	 the	 ark.	
Sometimes	 good	 intensions	 may	 not	 be	 good	 enough.	
Sometimes	God	himself	pulls	 the	carpet	 from	under	our	
feet	so	we	can	see	for	ourselves	what	is	really	wrong.	We	
will	never	be	able	to	worship	God	as	we	should	if	we	are	not	
totally	 broken	 before	 him.	 God	 needs	 to	 take	 away	 our	
confidence;	he	needs	to	pull	away	all	our	props,	so	the	we	
have	nothing	propping	us	up.	He	needs	to	tear	down	our	
nice	public	image	so	that	we	can	truly	see	ourselves	the	way	
we	are.	He	needs	 to	bring	us	down	from	our	position	of	
spiritual	pride	to	the	place	of	humility.	God	needed	to	deal	
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with	something	in	David	which	could	be	an	impediment	in	
his	walk	with	God.

Sometimes	 things	 go	 wrong	 for	 committed	 and	 sincere	
servants	 of	 God,	 servants	 of	 God	 with	 zeal	 and	 great	
enthusiasm	for	the	work	of	the	Lord,	and	we	wonder	why	
me	despite	everything	I	have	done	serving	the	Lord.	Many	
times,	 as	 servants	 of	 God	 we	 are	 misrepresented	 and	
misunderstood.	Things	happen	that	looks	like	God	literally	
has	turned	his	back	on	us.	David	was	not	expecting	the	Ass	
to	stumble,	for	a	moment	everything	appeared	to	be	going	
on	 very	 well,	 but	 suddenly	 the	 Ass	 stumbled,	 and	
everything	changed	from	that	moment.	This	may	look	like	a	
temporary	setback	for	David	and	indeed	for	all	Israel,	but	it	
was	for	the	ultimate	good	of	David	and	of	Israel.	David	had	
the	opportunity	to	take	a	second	look	at	all	that	happened,	
and	 he	 eventually	 brought	 back	 the	 ark	 the	 right	 way.	
Sometimes	things	happen	to	us	to	slow	us	down	and	to	call	
our	attention	to	some	more	precious	things	that	we	very	
often	overlook.

What	Should	be	our	Attitude	When	Things	go	Wrong
“Then	David	said,	none	ought	to	carry	the	ark	of	God	but	
the	Levites:	for	them	hath	the	LORD	chosen	to	carry	the	
ark	of	God,	and	to	minister	unto	him	forever;	and	David	
gathered	all	Israel	together	to	Jerusalem,	to	bring	up	the	
ark	of	the	LORD	unto	his	place,	which	he	had	prepared	
for	it”	(1Chronicles	15:2-3).	“And	David	called	for	Zadok	
and	 Abiathar	 the	 priests,	 and	 for	 the	 Levites,	 for	 Uriel,	
Asaiah,	and	Joel,	Shemaiah,	and	Eliel,	and	Amminadab,	and	
said	unto	them,	Ye	are	the	chief	of	the	fathers	of	the	Levites:	
sanctify	yourselves,	both	ye	and	your	brethren,	that	ye	may	
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bring	up	the	ark	of	the	LORD	God	of	Israel	unto	the	place	
that	I	have	prepared	for	it.	For	because	ye	did	it	not	at	the	
first,	the	LORD	our	God	made	a	breach	upon	us,	for	that	we	
sought	 him	 not	 after	 due	 order.	 So,	 the	 priests	 and	 the	
Levites	 sanctified	 themselves	 to	 bring	 up	 the	 ark	 of	 the	
LORD	God	of	Israel.	And	the	children	of	the	Levites	bare	the	
ark	of	God	upon	 their	 shoulders	with	 staves	 thereon,	as	
Moses	commanded	according	to	the	word	of	the	LORD”	-
1Chroicles	15:11-15.

David	did	it	right	the	second	time.	He	did	it	according	to	
Due	Order	(Divine	Order).	He	did	it	according	to	the	word	
of	the	Lord	as	commanded	by	Moses.	No	matter	how	great	
our	 ideas	or	our	methodology	maybe	we	must	 abandon	
them	and	do	it	God's	way	if	we	must	get	God's	result.	It	is	all	
about	Jesus,	not	about	us.	Looking	unto	Jesus	the	author	
and	finisher	of	our	faith.	At	the	end	of	the	day,	Israel	was	
better	off	when	David	brought	back	the	ark	in	the	right	way.	
God	 sometimes	 brings	 us	 into	 diverse	 trials	 and	
temptations	so	that	he	can	work	out	patience	in	us	and	so	
that	 we	 can	 learn	 obedience.	 Jesus	 himself	 learnt	
obedience	by	things	he	suffered	“Though	he	were	a	Son	
yet	learned	he	obedience	by	the	things	he	suffered;	and	
being	made	 perfect,	 he	 became	 the	 author	 of	 eternal	
salvation	unto	all	them	that	obey	him”	(Hebrews	5:8-9).	
The	trial	of	our	faith	is	much	more	precious	than	of	gold	
that	perisheth,	though	it	be	tried	with	fire,	might	be	found	
unto	praise	and	honour	and	glory	at	the	appearing	of	Jesus	
Christ	-1Peter	1:7.

Sometimes	things	happen	to	us	so	that	God	can	get	all	the	
glory	out	of	our	lives.	It	may	not	necessarily	be	that	we	have	
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sinned	or	disobeyed	God.	Job	was	an	upright	man	when	his	
temptations	began.	Everything	that	could	go	wrong	went	
wrong	for	Job,	yet	he	was	a	righteous	and	faithful	man	“And	
the	 Lord	 said	 unto	 Satan,	 Hast	 thou	 considered	 my	
servant	Job,	that	there	is	none	like	him	in	the	earth,	a	
perfect	 and	 upright	 man,	 one	 that	 feareth	 God,	 and	
eschewed	evil?”	 (Job	1:8).	 All	 the	 trials	 and	 temptation	
that	came	to	job	came	to	him	not	because	he	sinned,	but	
God	wanted	 to	get	 the	glory	 from	 job's	 life.	God	allowed	
Satan	to	test	Job	so	that	he	can	prove	the	stuff	that	Job	was	
made	of.	In	all	of	job's	trials	he	did	not	sin,	neither	did	he	
charge	God	foolishly.

“And	as	Jesus	passed	by,	he	saw	a	man	which	was	blind	
from	 his	 birth.	 And	 his	 disciples	 asked	 him,	 saying,	
Master,	who	did	sin,	this	man,	or	his	parents,	that	he	was	
born	 blind?	 Jesus	 answered,	 neither	 hath	 this	 man	
sinned,	nor	his	parents:	but	that	the	works	of	God	should	
be	made	manifest	 in	him.”	 (John	9:1-3).	This	man	was	
born	blind	not	because	he	sinned,	or	his	parents	sinned,	but	
God	 designed	 it	 that	 way	 that	 he	 may	 get	 the	 glory.	
Sometimes	 things	go	wrong	 in	our	 lives	not	because	we	
have	 sinned,	 but	 because	 that	 is	 just	 the	 way	 God	 has	
designed	it.	May	we	find	grace	to	remain	faithful	like	job	in	
all	 our	 trials	 and	 temptations.	 “For	 there	 hath	 no	
temptation	taken	you	but	such	as	is	common	to	man:	but	
God	 is	 faithful,	who	will	 not	 suffer	 you	 to	be	 tempted	
above	that	ye	may	be	able;	but	will	with	the	temptation	
also	make	a	way	to	escape,	that	ye	may	be	able	to	bear	it”	
(1Corrintians	10:13).

“Who	 shall	 separate	 us	 from	 the	 love	 of	 Christ?	 Shall	
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tribulation,	 or	 distress,	 or	 persecution,	 or	 famine,	 or	
nakedness,	or	peril,	or	sword?	As	 it	 is	written,	 for	thy	
sake	we	 are	 killed	 all	 day	 long;	we	 are	 accounted	 as	
sheep	for	the	slaughter.	Nay,	in	all	these	things	we	are	
more	than	conquerors	through	him	that	loved	us.	For	I	
am	persuaded,	that	neither	death,	nor	life,	nor	angels,	
nor	principalities,	nor	powers,	nor	things	present,	nor	
things	to	come,	neither	height,	nor	depth,	nor	any	other	
creature,	shall	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	
God,	which	is	in	Christ	Jesus”	(Romans	8:35-39).

We	have	to	determine	in	our	hearts	that	absolutely	nothing	
shall	separate	us	from	the	love	of	Christ.	Though	we	walk	
through	the	valley	of	the	shadow	of	death	we	shall	fear	no	
evil	for	his	rod	and	staff	will	comfort	us.	We	must	learn	to	be	
content	and	to	serve	him	faithfully	 in	whatever	state	we	
find	ourselves,	whether	we	abase	or	abound	Jesus	is	still	
Lord	and	we	must	continue	to	serve	him.	Apostle	Paul	said	I	
have	learnt	in	whatsoever	state	I	find	myself	to	be	content,	I	
know	 how	 to	 be	 abased,	 and	 I	 know	 how	 to	 abound:	
everywhere	and	in	all	things,	I	am	instructed	both	to	be	full	
and	to	be	hungry,	both	to	abound	and	to	suffer	need.	I	can	
do	 all	 things	 through	 Christ	 that	 strengthens	 me”	 -
Philippians	4:11-13.	

If	we	serve	God	only	when	things	are	going	well	for	us,	then	
we	are	not	true	servants	of	God.	In	all	the	painful	trials	of	
Job	in	the	bible,	he	remained	faithful.	He	was	faithful	to	the	
end	and	God	ultimately	 turned	his	situation	around.	 If	a	
man's	strength	fails	him,	if	he	faints	in	the	day	of	adversity	
then	 it	means	 that	 the	 totality	 of	 that	man's	 strength	 is	
small	 -Proverb	24:10.	 It	 is	 adversity	not	prosperity	 that	
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reveals	the	ultimate	strength	of	a	man.	In	difficult	times	our	
anchor	must	hold.	We	must	remain	steadfast	at	whatever	
cost.	This	is	what	true	discipleship	is	all	about.

What	a	happy	ending	 it	was	 for	David,	 it	was	rough	and	
tough,	 but	 it	 ended	 well.	 He	 was	 disappointed	 and	
discouraged	at	some	point,	but	he	never	gave	up.	He	held	
on	to	God	and	aligned	himself	with	God's	will	even	at	great	
personal	cost.	May	God	give	us	the	grace	to	do	the	same	no	
matter	the	cost.	“And	David	was	clothed	with	a	robe	of	fine	
linen,	and	all	the	Levites	that	bare	the	ark,	and	the	singers,	
and	Chenaniah	 the	master	of	 the	 song	with	 the	 singers:	
David	also	had	upon	him	an	ephod	of	linen.	Thus,	all	Israel	
brought	 up	 the	 ark	 of	 the	 covenant	 of	 the	 Lord	 with	
shouting,	and	with	sound	of	the	cornet,	and	with	trumpets,	
and	 with	 cymbals,	 making	 a	 noise	 with	 psalteries	 and	
harps”-1Chronicles	15:27-28.
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his	book	is	meant	to	accomplish	two	things	in	the	Tlives	of	all	those	who	might	read	it.	The	first	is	to	
ignite	in	the	hearts	of	the	readers	of	this	book	a	

burning	desire	to	be	like	Christ,	to	grow	up	unto	Christ	in	
all	things,	and	to	come	to	the	knowledge	of	the	Son	of	God,	
unto	a	perfect	man,	unto	the	measure	of	the	stature	of	the	
FULLNESS	of	Christ.	The	second	is	to	present	to	every	
reader	how	this	can	be	attained,	how	we	as	believers	can	
mature	in	the	Lord,	and	measure	up	to	the	full	and	
complete	standard	of	Christ	in	every	area	of	our	lives	by	
employing	divine	principles	outlined	in	this	Book.	It	is	my	
earnest	prayers	that	this	book	will	go	forth	as	a	cry	made	
at	midnight	to	awaken	God's	people	from	slumber.
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